


DRUMNAKELLY RATH 407 ft OD

Cs 36: IG 223 ‘Blackwood’s Fort’ 391 440

This well-preserved rath is sited at the N end of a drumlin ridge with excellent
views. The ground slopes away steeply at N. The diameters of the rath interior
measure N-S 29 m and E-W 31 m. It slopes down to an entrance at E which is 1.8
m wide with a possible stone revetment. ASCD (1966), 155-6, mentions a slightly
raised area in the interior; this is against the bank at the NW. It is 15 m by
7.5 m with the long side running SW-NE and is 0.5 m high. This is too large to
be a single dwelling and may be two houses. The interior is thick with grass
and is surrounded by a flat-topped, well-preserved bank. It is 1.3 m above the
interior, 6.5 m wide and towers above an outer ditch to a height of 3.2 m. This
ditch is best preserved from E-S-W; it is partly flattened along the N side. It
is somewhat overgrown with whins. It measured 3.5 m wide and 2.5 m below a
counterscarp bank. The counterscarp bank is 7.0 m wide and 1.5 m above the
exterior. The field surrounding the site is sown in winter barley and ploughing

has encroached right up to the outer edge of the counterscarp.
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DRUMNAKELLY RATH 407ft OD

CS 36; IG 223 ‘Blackwood's Fort' 391 440

This well-preserved rath is sited at the N. end of a drumlin ridge with
excellent views. The ground slopes away steeply at N. The diameters of
the rath interior measure K-S 29m and E-V 31m. It slopes down to an
entrance at E. which is 1.8m wide with a possible stone revetment.
ASCD(1966)>, 155-6, mentions a slightly raised area in the interior; this
is against the bank at the NV. It is 15m by 7.5m with the long side
running SW-NE and is 0.5m high. This is too large to be a single
dwelling and may be two houses. The interior is thick with grass and is
surrounded by a flat-topped, well-preserved bank. It is 1.3m above the
interior, 6.5m wide and towers above an outer ditch to a height of 3.2m.
This ditch is best preserved from E-S-V; it is partly flattened along
the N. side. It is somewhat overgrown with whins. It measures 3.5m wide
and 2.5m below a counterscarp bank. The counterscarp bank is 7.0m wide
and 1.5m above the exterior.The field surrounding the site is sown in
winter barley and ploughing has encroached right up to the outer edge of

the counterscarp.
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- ARCEAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF NORTHERN IRELAND, 66 BALMORAL AVENUE, BELFAST BT9 6NY
FIELD RECORD

SITE NO Td. TYPE [ ALT

1S b: 10 DEUMANA Y Raty

05.6" 913

PREVIOUS ACCOUNTS GRID REF.

'BLAckwoobs Fort’

468. DrRUMANAKELLY Tp: BLACKwoOOD'S FORT
o.s. 86. Grid ref. 391440

A rath set on an expansive gently sloping drumlin
at 400 ft.o.n. It has a good inner bank, a deep’
ditch and an outer bank preserved to 4-j5 ft.in

parts. In the interior a slightly raised area riddled P 1§5°~ 1<%

with rabbit burrows may be the site of a house.
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