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MOYRY CASTLE

Moyry Castle lies on the north-cast flank of Slievenabolea hill overlooking the Bealach an Mhaigre
or gap of the north, one of the most important ancicnt ronteways into Ulster. The route was of
great strategic importance in the Elizabethan Wars when crown forces marching north into

castern Ulster were consistently harried as they travelled between Dundalk and Newry. In places
the road was a simple wooden trackway interrupted by streams and areas of dense woodland and

flanked by treacherous bogs ‘where the Irish might skyppe but the English could not goe’.

In October 1600 Hugh O'Neill, Earl of Tyrone, held a crown force under Lord Mountjoy bound for
Armagh in the pass for scveral days using a series of entrenchments built of stone, turf and
sharpened stakes. Although O’Neill eventually withdrew to the River Blackwater, Mountjoy
avoided risking the pass on his return journey, and realising its strategic importance he
recommended the construction of two forts to secure the arca for future operations. Work began at
Moyry in June 1601 under the direction of a Dutch enginecr, and the bawn (walled courtyard) and
tower were completed within the month, Moyry Castle protected both the southern end of the pass
and trackways leading into it from the west and it was garrisoned immediately by a force under the

command of captain Anthony Smith, who was also granted possession of the surrounding lands

A description of Moyry written in 1611 records * a pretty castle upon the parke of the Moyre...
where caplain Anthony Smith is constable and has a warde [garrison] of twelve men. Has drawn
some families of British to &wcll upon the lands thereunto adjoining, which is a good relief 1o
passengers between Dundalke and the Newrye’. The pass, however, must have continued to be
troublesome as in 1624 a second fort was built at Waterfort east of Flurrybridge, probably to secure

the northern section of the route although no visible remains there have been traced.

The castle consists of a square towet with rounded corners and walls 1.22m thick, set in the corner

of a partially preserved walled enclosure or bawn which stands up to 2.75m high. The bawn was



probably entered at north-cast and formed a defended courtyard in which troops, livestock and

provisions could be protected at times of insecurity.

The tower is entered by a door in the north-cast wall protected by a gun-loop at one side and a
corbelled out projection or machicolation above, from which missiles could be dropped on an
attacker below. The ground floor is also protecied by gun-loops at each corner and in the centre of
each wall. The first floor was used as living quarters with a fireplace in the north-west wall and
window recesses in the others, although flanking gun-loops on this floor also emphasise the
essentially defensive nature of the building. A second chamber with fireplace and widows occupies
the second floor, above which was a wall-walk around the parapet with access to the machicolation
and a small exposed latrine. A gabled roof would originally have risen from wall-walk level but
this has been destroyed. Access between the floors must have been by ladder as there is no evidence
for a stair, both this and the exposed and windy latrine probably reflect the hurried construction of

the castle and the fact that long-term occupation was not planned.

O Davies, BNHPS 1940, p31-8
G Hayes-McCoy 1964, p24, I the Moyry Pass

G Hayes-McCoy , Irish Battles, p
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2. Derrynoose.
8. Loughgsall.
4, Ballymoyer.
5. Seagoe. West gable blown down, 1844.
6. Mullaglass,

X. Horrowep Stoxes,.—1. Maghernahely, parish of Camlough.
2. In field south of Kilnasaggart Pillar Stone.

XI. Crosses.—1. Armagh Market Cross, o large portion of which is
preserved in the erypt of the Cathedral,

2. One in village of Tynan; perfect and well cared for. Three
others in Tynan Abbey demesne; perfect and well cared for. One
in Caledon Hill demesne; imperfect, well cared for.

XTI. Aspey.—Franciscan, in Primate’s demesne ; built by Primate
0’Scanlan in 1266, A great portion of this ancient fabrie fell not

long since, erushed in the embraces of the ivy, which threatens to
demolish the remsinder.

XIIL Bawss.—1. Hamilton's Bawn, near the village of that name.
2. Mahernahely, near Bessbrook., Walls well preserved.

XIV. Casties.—1. Moiry, near Lorders of Co. Loutk. In good
preservation.

2. Crievekieran, parish of Tynan. A fragment of forty feet in
height remains.

8. Ardgonnell, parish of Tynan. Some remains. gk

4. Castle Rew, parish of Kilmore. It is cruciform, without loop-
holes, having & large window extending to the ground on the north
side. The projecting arms measurs 7 yards each, thus making the
ruin 21 yards in length and breadth. The walls are 8 feet 8 inches

thick, grouted. The well is still within the enclosure, and the water
good.

5. Clare, near Tandragee.

G. Coney Island., BSome portions well preserved. Here it was
that Shane O'Neill is supposed to have erected Fuatha na Gaille, i, e.
the Detestation of the Saxons.

7. Charlemont. The bastions are all razed except the gatewny.
E.‘he mansion is perfect, having until recently been used as an avtillery

arrack.

8. Derrywmrragh, or Sydney Castle. A chimney and portion of a
gable are the only portions remaining,

XV. Moxyuexts DestrovEp or REaovEp.—A cromlech formerl

stood in the townland of Divernagh, und parish of Camlough, but
was destroyed about the year 1869.

A rude stone circle near Ballybrawley.
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fHa REPGIT OF SIR JOSIVS EODDLEY,

life little is known.  On the authority of Anthony Wood, the Oxford antiquary,
he spent some time at Merton College, Oxford.  After serving sume years in
the Netherlands, Bodley was drafted to Ireland in 1598, where he scems to
have spent his remaining years. On his first coming hither he was quartered
at Newry, and his earliest experience of the country was gained in the war
with Tyrone. He served under Lssex and Mountjoy, and is frequently
mentioned by Fynes Moryson in his account of the Irish wars as holding
considerable commands in various parts of Ireland. He was knighted by
Mountjoy in 1604, and about the same time was appointed to superintend
the castles of Ireland. In 1609 Bodley was selected to survey the Ulster
Plantation, and in recognition of this work received the appointment of
Director-General of the fortifications of Ireland, a post which he held until his
death. He died on the 1gth August, 1617, and was butied at Christ Church,
Dublin.— Finlaysen's Monumental Inscriptions in Christ Church Cathedral,
Dublin, p. 72; Lalliner's Hlustrations of Irish History, p. 326 ; Ulster
Jowrnid of Archeelogy (eld serwes, 185.4), vol. i, pp. 7309, S.P. Irel., Coe.

‘Consideracons concerning such forts and garrisons in the north as I
have viewed, w'" an estimate of the charge of reparations, &c.

CastLE oF 1TiE Movrig —It were very requisite that the castle of the
Moyrie were strengthened w't o baun for the better defence of that place, and
for the safe bestowing of any marchandize, conuoyes of victualles, municon,
and othyer carriage that shall passe that way: The vpper part also of the
castle w! is tempered onely w'™ morter, whereby it lyeth open to the weather
weh already beginneth to ruine the whole, would be made more substantiall
whereof the charge would liule amount 1o0/f.

CHaRLEMONT.— At Charlemont the reparacons of the fiurte and baun
wei are much decayed, wilbe vndertaken by the governour there, according 1o
the proiect w I have sett him downe to be throughlie defensible for the
value of 1004

MouxTyorRrIS.—At Mountnorris there is already a strong pallisado on
the topp of the parapitt, and a mount, or cavalier, to be raised wthin the fort
to scoure the hill, and the other workes wiout, of w'b the charge may amount
to 1oo markes.

MouxT-Jov.—The rampier that is cast about the castle at Mountioy is
somewhat irregular, and the bulwarkes il flanked, the ditch is to be made
wider and deeper, and the rampier thicker inward, that the parapitt may rise
higher, the palisado that is w'hin, is to be sett on the counterscarpe; the
worke thus done already may amount to 1oo/s., reforming may stand in as
much more. It were fitt also that the castle had a sufficient ditch about
it, wit a drawbridge, w*" may he made wi 100 or 120 4 charge.

O Masn.—The worke at the O Magh is a littie more than half-finished,
albeit it were ilt cast at the first in regard to the scituacon wet lieth open to

SMANAM 27: o
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MOYRY, CHARLEMONT, CASTLERAW, AND RICHHILL:
FORTIFICATION TO ARCHITECTURE IN THE NORTH OF IRELAND
1570-1700
by E. M. JOPE

THE theme of this paperl is to trace in Ulster during the 16th and 17th centuries
the change from the habit of living in defended tower-houses to the southern
(Ttalian) way of civilized life in open undefended houses lit by adequate ocutward-
locking windows even at ground floor. This change was due mainly to the buildings
of the new English settlers who introduced their own type of country house, for
many of the Scots continued the old manner in their tall towers with a picturesque
profile of corbelled out turrets. The progress of the change is well seen in the early
17th century in Co. Armagh buildings such as Charlemont and Castleraw, and is
seen complete in Richhill {possibly c. 1670), which though still called ‘castle,’ is
perhaps our earliest surviving house with no built-in provision whatever for
defence. The Londonderry plantations with their abundant documentary sources
illustrate the building procedure and the difficulties encountered by groups of new
colonists with moderate resources, an illuminating comparison for the New World.

Fortified and domestic buildings may be architecture, but are not necessarily so,
for this implies msthetic imaginative intention as well as functional, seen as much
in the massing of solid shapes in total design as in the co-ordinated use of
ornamental detail. Elegant or overbearing high towers gave prestige, an aspect of
power and authority, often in later medieval England serving little other purpose.
From the 16th century onwards in Britain there had been a deep-seated conflict
between the fortified aspect and its deliberate rejection in the southern (Italian)
conception of a building for civilized living. Inigo Jones's full application of Italian
renaissance ideas to total spatial design (and not merely to fagades or detail alone)
finally gave this the ascendancy in Britain, though the fortified aspect has re-
appeared in many guises to the present day, largely a sign of the urge to display
some mark of achieved or aspiring social status,

In Ulster this conflict of purpose remained very real through the 16th and much
of the 17th century, and many of the tower-houses were still lived in into the 19th
century, though after about 1660 the undefended house was usual for building
anew. Even since 1600 houses with little or no built-in defences were being buiit
within a bawn or enclosure often poorly-defended or uncompleted, such as Castle
Caulfield (c. 1618},2 or many on the Londonderry plantations where defence was
needed against the evicted Irish. As in the New World, however, colonists and their
successors were determined to be seen to live like gentlemen whatever the risk.
After 1650, built-in pistol-loops are very rare, and defences are no more than
unobtrusive iron doors with iron flap-covered spy-holes, and walled gardens and
demesnes,3 The difficulty of defending such a gentleman’s house in the 1798 re-
bellion is well shown in a drawing by George Cruickshank for H. Maxwell's
History of the Irish Rebellion (1819).

‘Renaissance’ detail, Italian or Flemish, can be found very occasionally in Ireland
from the mid-16th century onwards,$ mainly in the Pale, but it scarcely struck root.
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By the 1570s fragments of strapwork may be picked out set in the design of an
occasional otherwise entirely Irish-style memorial slab.6 At Dunluce the north-
facing loggia is an isolated Italian idea coming presumably through the
Macdonnell’s Scottish connections.8 Not until the early 17th century was such detail
effectively used in the north of Ireland, and then only in the hands of English and
Scots settlers.?

This change in living habits necessarily involved the separation of the regular
military fort from the private residence, though this was also gradual. Purely
military installations were built in the later 16th century, as at the Blackwater
{pl. X1I), or the Moyry in 1600, but other forts, the responsibility of a local magnate
or gentleman, were built with a residence within them, as at Charlemont (1624), or
in the 1650s at Hillsborough,8 and the tower-house in the Moyry fort (laid out by
a Duich engineer as a military work for Mountjoy in 1600) shows that a central
structure was considered of military significance.

Later 17th century houses in the north of Ireland are difficult to identify with
certainty, as seen in the uncertainties of dating the structures at Richhill and
Waringstown (Co. Down). Nowhere here can we see any influence from the new
English tradition initiated by Inigo Jones and his pupils and worked by Roger Pratt
at Clarendon House (1664-7, destroyed 1683) into a type which became so popular
in England.9 A parallel development (by the London master-bricklayers such as
Hugh May) was in use in the New World by the 1680s and may be seen in an
isolated example at Beaulieu near Drogheda, a house for which again there are
dating difficulties.}0 It is basically probably of the 1660s, and illustrates the
reluctance of builders at work in Ireland to treat the staircase as a spectacular
centerpiece of the design, as it was being treated from Roger Pratt's Coleshill
(1650) onwards and even earlier in England.

Identifiable early 18th century houses are also rare. In the later 18th century, as
well as a few mansions in Palladian style {(e.g., Castlecoole, James Wyatt, 1788-98;
Castleward, 1764), gaunt houses of tall square block proportions were being put up
in Ulster, the forbidding aspect appearing in a new guise, as well seen in some
Bishop’s palaces (e.g., Dromore, or Clogher, pl. XXI). The style is found also in
England.

The English settlers, in a hostile land, had no living tradition of effective
defensive building of their own to follow. They had either to improvise, or to draw
upon the current practice of the Irish whom they ejected, or the Scots with whom
they shared this colonising enterprise. The styles used by the native Irish and by
the Scots settlers must thus first be briefly discussed.

Scots Style.11 Scots settlers in Ulster, who came in increasing numbers after the
union of the crowns in 1603, brought their own building style which perpetuated
the old manner. This was largely a Scots lowland style, but was being taken to
the west and to the Isles, and to Ireland, even before 1603. It was based on defence,
and the visual effect had some French roots. In France itself the castle motif was
persistent, a structural framework to which Italian ideas were adapted in the 16th
century. The Italian style of house came late to Scotland, though Italian elements
may sometimes be seen as in a few open loggias (whence probably was derived that
at Dunluce). The Scots style might have had more influence on the building style of
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Fic. . Dungiven in 1611, showing the pre-plantation tower with remains of hall attached,
and the house (to the left) and bawn built by Captain Edward Doddingron, the Skinners’
Company’s servitor, who supervised the building of Derry Walls,

the English settlers if the Scottish craftsmen, rightly or wrongly, had not been given
a poor reputation.12 For the Scots they produced some works of real merit,

Irish Style. Late medieval builders in Ireland had their own sense of style, even
though their intentions were primarily defensive. The features that interested them
had at various times been used in other parts of the British Isles, probably
independently, and usually for :esthetic reasons. In Devon is a series of church
towers with batter through their fuil height.13 In East Anglia in the later 1ith -
early 16th centuries a fashion was developed for stepped merlons,14 later than the
rise of this fashion in Ireland from the 14th century, and probably derived from the
stepped gables of the Low Countries. Oversailing parapets are frequent, and
corbelled-out drop-boxes over entrances almost universal. In Ireland these features
are drawn with others into a unified Irish style. In this some regional variants may
be seen, as in the Co. Down 1B5th-early 16th century tower-houses of imitation gate-
house type, which though the idea has an ancestry in Ireland, seems in the 15th
century to be stylistically inspired also from England.15 As in Britain and western
Europe generally, a hall or house-block was sometimes attached to the tower.

G*
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Fic. 2. Plans and section of the 16th century tower on Curran Point, Larne. A ground floor
partition and stone stair have been inserted, probably in the 17th cenrury, and the wali-chamber
beside the entrance may have been built in the opening of an original stair within the wall
thickness. There is evidence of several differcnt floor levels, some contradicting the present
window system, The double-splayed windows at ground floor were probably to let in more
light, as in 12th cenrory keeps, but would also have given more traverse for hand-guns.
The map shows the distribution of these double-splayed slits, grouped mainly in Co. Down,
The vertical lines | represent towers and other defensive strucrures of the 15th and 16th
centuties which do not have such slits. The Co, Down group of ‘garchouse’ type tower-houses
is also shown.
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All these Irish tower-houses were private strongholds, shut-in and forbidding,
with structural provision for defence. ‘They were built by the Irish chiefs and Anglo-
Irish alike, into the mid-17th century. The desire to live more openly like gentlemen,
seen in the Pale from the mid-16th century,18 appeared first in the north with the
English settlers of the early 17th century, though was not fully effective till the last
vestiges of structural provisions for defence were discarded, as at Richhill.

English Style. English domestic building was the main background from which
the designs and the builders for north Irish colonists’ houses were drawn. In
England the persistence of the tower-like aspect is seen in a number of tall square-
planned houses, with tall bays rising even above the parapet.17 These seem to have
been the models for houses by which some of the leading ‘English in Ulster strove
to impress their status in the early 17th century. These Irish examples are now
destroyed, though suggestions of their appearance {and more rarely their internal
layout) can be seen from early sources such as old views and plans. Sir Arthur
Chichester built thus at Carrickfergus (where his house had a charming little four-
towered gatehouse, pl. XV11), and at Belfast (pl. XVI1) where he built on the ruins
of the earlier castle.

At CHARLEMONTI8 Sir Toby Caulfield built in 1622-4 a house of this type within the
fort laid out by Mountjoy (pls. X1II-XV) in 1602. It was burnt and then demolished
in 1921 : no plans of the building before demolition have come to light. It had

rL— EARLY SEVENTEENTH CENTURY CAMPAICN FORTS —

SCALE OF FEET

R

MOYRY - Ca ARMACH
LORDMOUNTIOYS CAMPAIGN - 16002

MOUNTIOY - Ca TYRONE
OO-5

S |

Figs. 3-4. Ground plans of the campaign forc ar Moyry, Co. Armagh, and of the 3-storey
building (brick on stone footings) within the fort at Mountjoy, Co. Tyrone (sec pl. X1,
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Fic.5. Ground-plans of Castleraw and of Northamptonshire eruciform houses for comparison,

Gayton and Lyveden New Building. The interior layout of Castleraw is based on Sir Anthony

Cope's certificate of 1622; the hall must have been at first fioor, as shown in the reconstructed

section. At Lyveden the chambers are named according to John Therpe's drawings of ¢. 1600,

and the spiral stair also shown in his drawings (though not scen in the building itself) is
included for comparison with a similar feature stll traceable ar Gayton.



- — X Pag— =

FORTIFICATION TO ARCHITECTURE 1670-1700 103

Fic. 6. Gayton, south clevation
(scen from the left of fig. sk
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however a central staircase, lit perhaps by the lantern so prominent in the 1624 view
(pl. XV), but it must remain doubtful if this ever existed, especially as it is replaced
by a gabled roof in the 1685 view (pl. XIV). The photograph taken before 1921
(pl. XIV) shows the plain bay windows with entrance between, all very plain in style.

At Mountjoy Sir Francis Roe had earlier built from 1605 onwards a less house-
like block in the 1602 fort (pl, XI11), and at Moyry there is a plain tower-house.19

Other houses perhaps based on this English tower-like type are Castleraw, Spur
Royal (Lord Ridgway 1615, obscured 1832) and possibly Nekarne near Irvinestown.

At CasTLERAW20 (Co. Armagh, fig. 5) Sir Anthony Cope was building in 1618 a
33-storey block on an equal-armed cross-plan, under-windowed but clearly domestic
in intention, for Cope's certificate to the commissioners in 1622 gives the interior
arrangements ‘the hall... 30 x 20ft., 2 wings 20ft. square’ (fig.5). Though without
bays, it was most probably inspired from Cope’s home Northamptonshire, where

Fis. 7. Castleraw, Co. Armagh.

Conjectural isometric reconstruction:
the actual remaining masonry is scen
in pl. XIX.
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the tall block-like almost cruciform Gayton2l {fig. 6) may be seen, as well as the
more perfectly cruciform but less tall Lyveden New Beild. The chimney arrange-
ments are uncertain—it might possibly have had a central stack. The isometric
reconstruction (fig. 7) shows how house-like it would have been : it might have had
a parapet, but not a battlemented tower. There is no evidence for ashlar window-
dressings, nor any recesses for timber frames in the few surviving openings. Castle
Raw, with a capacity of about 60,000 cu. ft., as compared with some 65,000 in
Lyveden New Building, was a fairly commodious house.

Tall bay window-projections are peculiarly English,22 seen at Charlemont, Carrick-
fergus and Belfast (pls. XVI, XVII), at Dunluce {where the house is later than the
north-facing loggia, probably Scottish-inspired), and further west at Castle Curlews
(see above, pp. 89-06) and inserted into an earlier tower at Donegal. They may be
seen on many Londonderry plantation houses in the 1622 views. No oriel carried
out on corbel-courses has so far been found here.

The staircase, so frequently a central ceremonial feature in English houses from
the earlier 17th century,23 is rarely given any such status in Irish houses. In the
north in the 17th century Richhill, Waringstown, and even Beaulieu near Drogheda,
may be contrasted in this respect with Roger Pratt's Coleshill, Even in the Palladian
houses it is often set hidden away to one side, as at Castleward; even when central
as at Florencecourt (1764), its proportions are often mean. Sir Josiah Bodley
perhaps reveals his English taste when he comments in 1603 on the wide stairs in
Moryson's house at Downpatrick.24

Stair projections sometimes gain a more dramatic setting internally by being
placed opposite the entrance, but this layout is usuaily derived from the hall-and-
cross-passage house type which had such a long-persisting influence on English
house design, seen also in the New World as well as Ireland.25 It is seen at Rich-
hill (discussed further below), and perhaps in the Fishmongers’ Company’s house
at Ballykelly. Further west it seems the basic layout at Tuliykelter and perhaps
at Castle Archdale, and occasionally in Sligo (see note 74).

By contrast, in Scottish style castles such stair-projections usually incorporate
the entrance (as at Kilwaughter),26 and are not based on the cross-passage plan.

TFic. 8. The proposed ‘plot’ for the
Merchant Taylors’ house and bawn at
Macosquin should be compared with
Thomas Raven's drawing of the build-
ings in 1622 (fig. 10), showing the
unfinished state of the bawn. Nothing
of this now survives ar Macosquin.

Jhe Ovler Couri
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THE LoNDONDERRY PLANTATION,

In 1608 the O’Neiil lands in the county of Coleraine, escheated to the Crown after
the Flight of the Earls in 1607, were allocated to the London companies for
plantation.27 The houses built by their agents and undertakers (mostly English)
are shown in the pictorial plans made by Thomas Raven for Sir Thomas Phillips’
Survey of 1622.28 Most appear as purely domestic structures in English style, more
than half with tall bay windows. Raven was responsible for measuring and survey-
ing the fortification of Derry itself, and as surveyor to the City of London might be
expected to depict houses in southern English style. Comparison with the scanty
surviving remains of these strong houses and bawns, and with other doecuments
and proposed plans (fig. 8, 9) in the archives of London Companies, suggests that
both Raven (1622) and Pynnar (1618) represented real buildings with a moderate
accuracy, though both sometimes perhaps relied partly on their preconceived ideas
of buildings, or on what they were told of the planters’ intended buildings, as at

A

C e -

F16.9. Moneymore;
the Drapers’ strong
hoyse and bawn,
Right, the original
‘plot, probably as
in the hands o{the
builders on the spot
in 1615, Left, the
building as drawn
by Thomas Raven
for Sir Thomas
Phillips’ survey in
1622. The shaped
gables appear in the
original of this
drawing (repro-
duced in C. Falls,
Birth of Ulster
(1935), pl. opp. page
196).
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Fic. 10. Strong houses and bawns as depicted by Thomas Raven for Sir Thomas Phillips’
sur\rcg of the London Companies’ plantations in 1622, showing the varicty of house types
used by the settlers. The top row shows those with some castellated features, and the rest are
Furcly domestic buildings of English type, many with tal}l bays. At Muff the house entrance
ies outside the bawn; at Killowen the bawn was very weak, and at Agivey pardy of timber
paling, and ar Macosquin incomfplctc_(cp. fig, 8). At Magherafcle the house still lay unfinished
and decaying. Two examples of ordinary timber-framed houscs are shown, one the skeleton
frame. Of all these buildings hardly any are now traccable even as scanty remains (e.g., the
bawn ar Movanagher).
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Bellaghy or Magherafelt. In any case the whole mental process of schematic
representation in such pictorial maps needs a careful psychological analysis : it is
in fact most unlikely that a man like Thomas Raven in his time, the early 17th
century, would (or could) really represent precisely enough for our purposes a
huilding he actually saw.29 The surprising thing is that he got as close as in several
cases we can show he did.

The settlers themselves evidently felt the need for some measure of defence
against the evicted Irish, many of whom had taken to the woods. Yet this appears
only as enclosures or bawns, some with good corner-towers (‘flankers’),30 others
weak or half-finished, made of sods or palisades. Of the houses themselves, few
show any signs of structural provision for defence. Pistol-loops beside doors or at
angles, as at the White House on the Ards, Co. Down (fig. 12}, or Doohat,
Fermanagh, would not be seen in these views, but none can now be found in the
scanty remains of these houses. These English settlers with no living defensive
building tradition had to improvise or learn from their Irish or Scots neighbours.
Some Scots settlers on the other hand lived in English style houses, as Sir Robert
McLelland (of Bombie, Kirkcudbright) at Ballycastle, and building style may not
always give an exact clue to the ancestry of the colonists,

The whole project, as seen from documents,31 was carried out with chronicaily
inadequate resources and lack of skilled craftsmen, sometimes with a spirit of
hopelessness, structures started being left to rot as at Moneymore, This is the
perpetual tone of Sir Thomas Phillips’ complaint against the London companies.

Out of seventeen houses shown in Raven's views (fig. 10), nine are of simple
English type, five with tall window-bays set on either side of a central entrance, and
gable chimneys, One other, that built by Valentine Hartopp (of Little Dalby,
Leicestershire) on the Merchant Taylors’ proportion at Macosquin32 is of this type
but is shown battiemented (as Pynnar says), and with two projecting turrets
corbelled out high up on opposite corners in the Scottish manner. Battlemented
parapets were still common enough in England in the early 17th century. As well
as dormers there are tall triangular gables which are again typically English, such
as on the tall double~gabled house built on the Clothworkers' portion at Killowen on
the site of the medieval Coleraine castle, by Sir Robert McLelland of Bombie,
Kirkcudbright.33 This Scot lived with his family in an entirely English-looking
house within a bawn on the Haberdashers’ portion at Ballycastle.

The house at Magherafelt (fig. 10) was unfinished in 1622, “begun by the
company of Salters, and builded to the first story, has so remained these six years,
the timber rotting and decaying, being now used for a pound for cattle,’34 and
Raven shows also the open frames of unfinished cagework houses. Pynnar, how-
ever, in 1618 describes it as “‘now building . . . 3 stories high and the roof ready to
set up’’: either it decayed in the interim or Pynnar relied on what he was told.

We have an undated ground-plan for the proposed house and bawn of the Drapers
at Moneymore (fig. 9). Their agent, John Rowley, had 40 men at work on houses
there in 16135, and had to have a temporary fort for their protection against attack.35
Pynnar calls it “‘near finished" in 1618, and though Raven in 1622 shows it
complete with shaped gables on a layout comparable with that of the plan, part of
the ‘‘castle’’ and one turret had collapsed in the winter of 1618-19, and it was said




s i | P P, | AT 1 . b

108 E. M. Jore

to be dilapidated when building was resumed in 1623. It was designed to have a
chapel incorporated beyond the hall, and Rowley's successor here, Russell, had by
1618 built a conduit head bringing the water in wooden pipes the } mile to the
township. But he then deflected the water: things were not too happy on the
Drapers’ portion.

The Goldsmiths’ hall at Clondermot was a *'2-storey house with attics, 58 x 22 ft.,
with 18 rooms,’" (exact site not known), shown here as of half-H plan, like the
larger Castle Caulfield. At Ballykelly the Fishmongers’ hall (lived in by their agent
James Higgins) seems to have a stair projection at the back, a feature common in
the 17th century (see Richhill below), and was said by Pynnar to be 50 ft. square.

The bawns at Salterstown and of the Skinners at Crossalt (Brackfield) are shown
by Raven with small houses (Pynnar says, of cagework) across only part of the
bawn ; both were later enlarged, probably within the 17th century, as the surviving
remains show36 (fig. 14}.

Three houses, otherwise of English style, are shown with large conical-roofed
round towers at the corners, At Agivey the Ironworkers’ had a ‘‘very strong
castle,’’ ‘‘formerly begun and thoroughly finished, with four corner - towers"
(Pynnar). At Movanagher (Mercers) there were two towers in the front and possibly
one at the back (a little of the bawn alone survives), and at Muff (Grocers, all
gone) the house-door faces away from the bawn. Of these houses none survive, but
remains of a good parallel to Movanagher may be seen at White House to the north
of Belfast (fig. 13, p. 111 below; grid ref. 350808); it has a central round projection
centrally placed at the back, probably for a stair. These broad round towers are
like the bawn corner-towers, in some layouts necessarily joined to the house (e.g.,
Portorad7), and sometimes used for habitation, even when there was a separate
strong-house, as at Dalway’s Bawn (Beilahill,38 near Carrickfergus, pl. XXI). On
houses round towers are common further west in Ireland (e.g., in Sligo,3® or like that
added to Derrywoone,40 Co. Tyrone). In Scotland there are round towers on houses,
but many are of a profile less broad and slack, Such round towers on houses are
much seen on the continent, in France, the Netherlands, Denmark and Sweden,
and are occasionally seen on houses in England from the 13th to 17th centuries.41

The bawn on the Vintners' portion at Bellaghy, built by Sir Baptist Jones (a
Carrickfergus man) is a most interesting design. Raven, in 1622, shows it as a
square bawn with two large round towers at diagonally opposite torners and an
oblong two-storey block extending from each (fig. 11), and Pynnar so describes it
in 1618, One large round tower now stands (as does the small square observation
tower seen in Raven's view), and the square bawn can be traced (of brick partly on
stone footings), the present house being on the site of that shown along the S. by
Raven (and corresponding in size to Pynnar's dimensions). But at the N.W. corner
there is no evidence of a second round tower; there is instead a remnant of a square
flanker, and it is possible that the building was not fully finished, both Pynnar and
Raven working partly from accounts or plans of Baptist Jones’ intentions (compare
Magherafelt). The site of the two.storey building on the west is partly covered by a
gun platform 14 ft. wide (not necessarily as early as 1618). The standing round
tower gives the impression of being roofed directly over a parapet (its top fAoor
position being marked outside by a serrated brick course} as is actually seen on the
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continent (e.g., Muiden Castle, Holland,42 c. 1370). Nothing quite like this can be
found in Britain, and as Raven’'s drawing gives the same impression, it seems he
saw at least the S.E. tower which stands today. The bawn and square observation
tower are built of 2 - 2} in. brick (locally made, the clay incorporating diatomite)
set on a J ft. stone footing, for it was then well recognised that the brick must be
set on stone footings43 (compare Mountjoy). The bricks are set in irregular bond.
In the observation tower the bricks are set in\English bond.

Three of the London companies’ strong houses were built up on the remains of
earlier castles. At Killowen this has not influenced the design, except possibly to
condition the two-gabled block-like plan. At Limavady, however, Sir Thomas
Phillips had refurbished the O’Cahan castle beside the river Roe,# and the result
looks like a medieval castle, with tall tower, draw-bridge and lower round tower
bristling with guns, a castellated aspect he perhaps deliberately cultivated in both
buildings and in Raven's view : yet he has also a formal garden shown within his
pistol-looped bawn. At Dungiven Edward Doddington (the Skinners’ servitor, who
superintended the fortification of Derry} used the remains of another Q'Cahan
castle and a view of c. 161145 (fig. 1) shows a tower-house (not noted by Pynnar) at
one corner of the bawn, with an unroofed building (probably an earlier hall, cp.
Richard Stanyhurst)46 against it in one direction and Doddington’s plain new house
of 2 storeys with attics. It is unfortunate that we do not know how high the
remains of these O’Cahan towers stood when these English settlers took them over,
but it does seem that their appearance was respected and even fostered.

BELLACHY He %fnem" Grgpay
M Baplist Jones

Fic. 11, Sketch plan of
the Vintners' bawn at
Bellaghy, The surviv-
ing remains of brick
walling show thar the
rower at the N.W,
angle must have been
oblong, and not round
as shown_ by Raven
(inset) in Phillips’ sur-
vey of 1622, The line
inside the round tower
shows the plan of the
hasement, which had
brick vaulting inserted
in the 18th century.
As the ground falls
away to the S, rthe
tower is entered from
the bawn at first-floor
level.
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Ordinary smaller houses are shown in Raven’s views outside the bawns, both of
stone and of timber framing, ‘English-like.” Gabled and central chimney types
appear, and single and 2-storey houses, both with attics and dormers. A very few
L-shaped houses are shown, probably growths by addition to the simple oblong
houses. Some unfilled frames stand in his view of Magherafelt, George Canning
describesd4? (in 1613) the kind of timber-framed houses being put up on his (Iron-
workers) lands at Agivey, as “huilt of timber, sawed to five or six inches square
and five inches space betwixt each piece and between those nogged, as we call it,
with short pieces of cleft oak driven hard between and plastered, so it is very strong
and thought equal to stone building.’’ Houses in Coleraine ¢. 1611 were described48
as 18 x 12 ft., of one storey with attic, of common framework of birch and oak

THE WHITE HOUSE CLOGHY Co. DOWN c.1640-50
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Fig. 12. Plans and section of the White House, Ballyspurge Townland, near Cloghey, on

the Ards, This is a good example of a 1§-storey house, the upper floor probably lit by dormers.

The plan is shown reconstituted, with the first floor joists in position (for surviving remains

sce Archaeological Strvey of N. Ireland: Co. Down (1961), fig. 169. Parts of the bawn and

its gateway survive. The end of a 14-storey thatched house at Doohat, Co. Fermanagh,
shows another with pistol-loops built-in at the angles.
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Fic. i3, Plan and isometric reconstruction of the 17th century house by the shore at

White House, north of Belfast. This rambling squat house seems to have had few windows

at ground floor; even those traceable ac cither end of the front face may be insertions.

Those at first floor have jambs of 2-inch brick, but this remained in use through the
18th century here. It has some pistol-loops in the gable walls and round towers.

constructed on the ground, set up, and fitted with brick chimneys and roofed with
slate. There were some larger houses, and a builders' yard with 14 cottages for
workmen. All houses are shown with central doors, which with a central chimney
stack gives a ‘‘baffie-entrance’’ or opens on to a stair built against the stack, types
well known in England and at this period in New England.49 All the houses on the
Macosquin layout (fig. 8) are 32x 17 ft., on plots 86 x 200 ft., and these appear on
Raven’s view (and in Pynnar) as of stone and lime, slated, with central chimneys.
A very few L-shaped houses are shown, probably achieved by additions to plain
oblongs, as with the inn Sir Thomas Phillips built at Newtown Limavady, given by
Pynnar as 46 x 17 ft., and shown L-shaped by Raven.

No remains of structures corresponding to these early planters’ small ordinary
houses in Co. Derry can now be identified, though there are houses of this size
with early to mid-18th century date-stones, as at Salterstown (1737, single-storey
thatched) or Cookstown (1747, 2-storey thatched). For comparison with the better
grade we may cite the slated White House in the Ards (fig. 12), which however had
a simple bawn, with no angle towers.

Much useful information about smaller houses comes from the early surveys.
Notes written by a **Philip Gatisfeth’’ in the Carew Mss. described0 the houses on
Thomas Flowerdew’s (of Hethersett, Norfolk) portion at Clonkelly, Fermanagh:
an “lIrish house with a chimney at the end, made of wattles, contrived in two
rooms, and a frame for a timber house of birch, most part to be set up in a Danes’
fort.” (Pynnar notes ‘‘he hath cast a trench round an old rath and is building an
English house of 60 ft. long and 92 broad.”) Gatisfeth says also that John Sud-
borough had ‘‘contrived an Irish house into three rooms, and built a wattled
chimney in it."’
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Bawns, It was intended that the necessary defence should be provided largely by
the bawns and their flanking towers. This was however quite inadequate, for so
many lay unfinished for years,51 as at Magherafelt or Moneymore. At Macosquin
the bawn had still not been begun by 1618, and though round corner-towers were
intended in the plan (fig. 8) they had not been built in 1622. At Killowen there was
an earthen rampart (and a ditch) entered through an open gap on the S., with
two stumpy round towers and a small gate set in it on the N. At Agivey there were
no flanker towers and the side along the river was a mere palisade (Raven’s draw-
ing).

These bawns were really farm enclosures, and contained the necessary buildings,
a stable, brewhouse and bakehouse, storehouses, gardens, and probably living
quarters for servants (the house at Magherafelt, for instance, looks as if divided
into two equal houses). Fig. 8 shows the proposed layout of the Macosquin bawn.
Some bawns were no more than walled farmyards, with little thought for defence
of the house, for at Muff its entrance faces outwards and not inside the bawn.

For some bawns in other parts of Ulster, as Pynnar notes in Fermanagh, old
raths were adapted, and houses set within them,52 and even bawns of stene and
lime could be round in plan.

Some bawns had been made reasonably defensible, with flankers having pistoi-
loops set to fire along the wall-faces, some laid out on the economical Scottish
Z-plan. A few had simple gate-houses, the gate being an important item in the
enquiries concerning the progress of plantation. Some are shown with pistol-loops
along the wall-faces, at Salterstown with raised platforms along the inside to serve
these pistol.loops, which still exist, 7 ft. from the ground. At Bellaghy part of a
broad gun-platform survives (though not necessarily an original feature), and in
Fermanagh James Craig had “‘a building against his bawn wall 16 ft, high, which
would serve as a platform for 2 smail pieces.”’53 At Dungiven is a well-built stone-
arched platform inside the walls4 (fig, 17); the gun-holes only 18 inches above the
platform, as though with cannon in mind, are nevertheless only big enough for
hand-guns. Few bawn walls have a surviving coping or parapet, such as can be
seen in Co. Down (e.g., Hill Hall) emphasising the inferior nature of the Derry
plantation defences. An isolated example of a defended farmyard of 1606 in
England, at Blegberry in Hartland, N. Devon (with a date stone 1606), no doubt
for defence against pirates, is of a different more massive style. 55

Preparations for building. The Londonderry plantation building was done with
limited resources in inhospitable surroundings. Other settlers in Ulster, Chichester,
Caulfield, Sir John Davies or some Scots, with better resources produced some
better buildings, but documents concerning their erection are sporadic. While
surveys such as Carew (1611), Pynnar (1618) or Phillips (1622) show us building
in its slow progress, it is only through those documents in the archives of the
London companies that we can glimpse the whole process of devising and preparing
for the buildings which were a primary necessity for shelter and protection on such
colonial enterprises, whether here or in the New World.

Materials, Stone and slate were locally dug,66 lime burnt from local limestone or
shells laboriously coilected and carried by pack animals. Bricks were burnt locally in
east Ulster, up to the Bann valley : west of this we have no evidence, but there
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THE LONDON CITY GOMPANIES' PLANTERS'
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Fic. 14. Ground-plans of strong houses and bawns of the London Companies in

Co. Londonderry. The views in the inscts arc raken from Thomas Raven’s drawings

made for Sir Thomas Phillips’ sarvey of 1622, Remains of an entrance can be traced at
the N.AV. corner of Salterstown bawn,
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was probably some brick production.57 Timber was cut and squared in the woods,
as in Glenconkine, up to 16 miles from the settlements. Some was brought from
Edward Hayward, merchant of Coleraine, and taken round by sea to the Foyle for
the Goldsmiths at Clondermot, but it was delayed 9 months and arrived unfit for
use; other loads were sunk on the way, Some houses were shipped ready framed
from Coleraine, where there was in c¢. 1611 a builders’ yard with 14 thatched
cottages for workmen, and a large supply of bricks, tiles, and other materials and
equipment.58

Plans, ‘plots’ or ‘plats’ for bawns and houses were sometimes drawn up with
care, and some survive in the archives of the London companies? (figs. 8 and 9).

The craftsmen sent out, however, seem hardly adequate. In 1614 the Drapers
had sent over George Birkett, a London bricklayer, to build the principal house at
Moneymore (giving him a house, 15 acres and a ballyboe), but the mortar was
poor, the work did not progress, some fell before it was completed, and it lay
derelict for some 8 years. At Derry itself, Peter Benson, tiler and brickiayer and
citizen of London, was in charge of the work, Thomas Raven the City of London
surveyor doing the measuring for the fortifications. Benson supervised the brick-
making in the Bann valley near Aghadowey in 1613, and was in charge of masons
he brought over from Derry for the Mercers’ buildings at Movanagher.60 He was
mayor of Derry in 1639. Bricklayer-contractors were then a rising class in southern
England. Masons, it seems, were hardly considered so necessary by the London
planters (they were under the control of Peter Benson, the bricklayer), though they
do appear more prominently elsewhere.

Pynnar's survey shows us the constitution of some plantation groups. Thomas
Blennerhassett of Horseford in Norfolk, for instance, at Ederny in Fermanaghsl
had with him in 1611 six persons, one a joiner, one a carpenter, three others work-
men and one tenant. He had *‘built a boat and broken stones for lime, and some
burat; 30 trees felled, some squared and sawed; a fair large Irish house built,
with windows and rooms after the English manner, wherein is a kitchen with
chimney, stove and oven."

FORTIFICATION.

Some forts established especialiy for the military operations of ¢. 1600 were still
conceived with a substantial domestic block, to be lived in by men such as Sir Toby
Caulfield at Charlemont (pi. X111} or the Hills at Hillsborough in the 1650s,82 though
purely military forts like Blackwater (pl. X11) or Moyry (fig. 3; note tower-house)
were put up earlier, Most of these forts of c. 1600 onwards were star-forts, laid out
with spear-shaped bastions of a type developed for artillery on the continent from
¢. 1500 onwards, and first used in Britain at Berwick-on-Tweed ¢. 1550. The lattier
shows a fully developed exposition of this system, with casemates and recessed
‘flankers’ for cannon to fire at low level along the wall-face, No north Irish
examples have any such casemates, and the spear-shaped bastions as at London-
derry were usable solely for wall-head defence, for early cannon could not be
depressed.

Such a star-fort with spear bastions is seen at Charlemont (pl. XIII) laid out in
1602, the towerslike house within it being of 1622-4.88 The outer works, added
probabiy c. 1670, are shown in the 1685 view (pl. XIV) as low banks carrying
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palisading.64 Mountjoy and Mount Norris laid out at the same time (1600) were
also of star shape,65 though air photos (pi. XIII} have not clearly revealed the earth-
works and the pictorial maps are not always adequate evidence here. This type of
fort with spear bastions was however for long the standard practice and must have
abounded : Hilisborough was so laid out in the 1630s, that on Fort Hill at
Enniskillen (fig. 15) probably as late as 1689,86 and they may be seen on plans for
proposed fortification improvements in the later 17th century0? (pi. XVI}. The stone-
work facings and retaining walls are usually later additions to these earthwork
artillery forts, as at Hillsborough. The Irish 17th century forts discussed here all
have their bastion flanks projecting from the curtain at right-angles in the Dutch
fashion, and not at an acute angle as in the French manner.874
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Fic. 15. The 17th cenrury fort on Fort Hill, Enniskillen. A fort of sods was raised here
by order of the Governor in 1689, laid our by Majors Hart and Rider, ‘good mathematicians.’
Forts in the 17th century usually had carthen ramparts as here: later it was faced with stone,
which was removed for road-making in 1823, when the fort had been disused for some time
(). C. Trimble, History of Emniskillen, 2 (1920, 197 ff). This fort illuserates the Dutch
system, with acurc-angied bastions having their flanks at right-angles to the curtain.
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Fic. 16. Plan of the earthen artillery fort at Fortwilliam, North Belfast.

This star-shape had its influence on domestic architecture in Ireland, as may be
seen in the bishop’s palace at Raphoe, Co. Donegal (pl. X1X).

Apart from the regular garrison forts, smaller temporary forts were needed
during campaigns. Old raths were sometimes adapted; Legar Hill {pl. XI) beside
Charlemont shows the addition of spear-shaped bastions. A plantation house was
sometimes set in an old rath, as tower houses had been a century or more earlier,
for it formed a conveniently sited enclosure.

At Fortwilliam, Belfast, there is a small earthwork fort of Z-plan (fig. 16). It
may be compared with that put up at Fort Raleigh, Roanoke,88 by the earliest
English colonising group, near which they suffered the hardships of their first winter
in the New World, and might be of a similar date here, the colonists coming in
each case from the same areas.

In England during the Civil War of the 1640s simple square earthworks,
baulked on three sides, were thrown up as temporary battery-emplacements; some
of these are still traceable.69 This type has not so far been studied or indeed
recognised in Ireland.

In Raven’s and other early drawings some castles bristle with guns, but these
can hardly have been more than hand-guns, for except at Carrickfergus and on an
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Fic. 17. Part of the bawn wall of the Skinners’ Company at Dungiven, showing gun platform
carried on arches, and gun-holes.
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island in Carlingford Lough none have ports large enough for cannon. At Carrick-
fergus the wide outward-spiayed cannon-ports may be compared with the Henry
VIIL coastal defences, but are brick-lined and it is difficult to see them earlier
than the 1570s.70 The plain cannon-ports on the Carlingford Lough island are of a
type used in the later 15th century for instance, along the Devon coasts.7l At
several plantation bawns there are platforms on the inside wide enough to carry
cannon, and though at Dungiven the loops are only 18 in. above the platform
(carried on arches), the loops are only large enough for hand-guns (fig. 17). Some
late 15th - early 16th century towers in E. Ulster have double-splayed loops about
2 ft. high (fig. 2), which are probably a local development (map, fig. 2) designed
possibly to give a better traverse for hand-guns, though there is no positive evidence
for this, and double-splayed openings were built in the basement of 12th century
keeps for better lighting. A few pillar-box loops may be seen, for long hand-guns,
as at Quoile (Co. Down)?2 and Castle Doe, county Donegal, which has an outwork
with ravelin, of the mid - 17th century.

RICHHILL HOQUSE Co ARMAGH
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Fie. 19. Ground-plan of Richhill House (“castle™), Co. Armagh,
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RicuniLL

There is no certain dating evidence for the building of Richhill. Edward Richard-
son paid Poll-Tax on the property in 1660, and though no Hearth Tax was paid
in 1664, a house must have been built here soon after.73 The more distinctive
features of Richhill—shaped gables, panellel brick chimneys, symmetrical layout
with centrally placed stair-projection at the back—were current in England through
the 17th century, and it is possible that the existing house is that built ¢. 1670,
though some features—the ground plan with wings in échelon {(which do not seem
additions as are the corner projections at Waringstown}, and the door surround—
are more appropriate to the 18th century. The house has been little changed
architecturally since it was built,

Richhill is a two-storey house with attics and dormers with shaped heads (fig.
20; pl. XX), It is an oblong block, with shaped-gabled wings broken forward in
échelon at the front corners. The entrance is symmetrically placed in the front, and a
square projection carrying a scale-and-platt stair lies opposite to it centrally placed
at the back. This layout has its roots in the medieval hall-and-cross-passage house
type and is presistent in the 16th and 17th centuries. The hall lay to the left of the
entrance, the kitchen (by the size of its fireplace} being to the right. The wings
must have contained private dining and withdrawing rooms. The upper foors
would have contained sleeping chambers, with perhaps a further large public
room over the ground floor hall, as indicated by the extra fireplace with corbelled-
out chimney stack at the back.

The walls are of local rubble harled over, with brick chimney-stacks having
recessed panels with semicircular heads and imposts,

The Ground-plan (fig. 19) with wings set forward in échelon, has its roots in the
European or English 16th century house-designs with corner towers or partitions, a
layout seen also on Scottish towers. Wings thus set are rarer, plain cross-wings
being the usual in England—in the early 17th century they are indeed considered
‘unique to Bramshill’ (Hants, 1605-12)74—but they may be quoted for the early
18th century at Boughton,75 Northants (1736).

The basic layout of the main oblong block has its roots in the medieval hall-and-
cross-passage house type, which was very persistent through the 17th century
because it was convenient. At Richhill the entrance hall has been partitioned into a
vestibule by light screen-walls, perhaps not original. Square stair-projections are
most usual in the 16th and early 17th centuries, but in England such stair-
projections can be found unobtrusively in the builders’ usage through the later 17th
and much of the 18th centuries.?6

The general appearance of Richhill however, with shaped gables and scantily-
windowed, can be seen in English smaller houses of the mid-17th century, as at
Glinton Manor, Northants, and beyond this, in Holland and Denmark.7? The type
is rare though not unknown in Scotland,?8 but the English origin of the Richhill
design is indicated by the panelled brick chimneys and the pedimented gables. The
latter—a ‘Holborn gable'—though Flemish in ultimate origin, was brought to
England about 1610 and soon became fully naturalised.’? These may be compared
with the pedimented shaped gables over the dormers at Waringstown (probably
c. 1666), and Thomas Raven showed similar gables (though not pedimented) when he




B
ety

120 E. M. JorE

RICHHILL Co. ARMAGH

EML 1053

Fic. 20. Isometric views of Richhill from front and back.

drew the Drapers’ strong house at Moneymore. An engraving of ¢. 1746 of Rubane
house, on the Ards, Co. Down (p. 12¢ below, and pl. XXII) shows a series of
similar pedimented gables on a house with cross wings projecting forward from the
front,

Chimneys with recessed semicircular-headed panels' were mainly current in
England during the middle decades of the 17th century, but the style had a long
history. It may be seen in the brick-style buildings of Francis I (1515-45) round
Paris, and earlier in the Loire (Chateaudun, on a wing begun 1502), while Blois
itself has a wing finished in 1503, with Gothic tracery in the chimney panels.80
Though it seems to have a French origin, in Britain it is English and not Scottish,
perhaps because French brick styles did not find much favour among the stone-
building Scottish patrons and their masons. The style was thus already time-
honoured when used at Swakeleys (1629-38), Scole (1655), Moyles Court {Hants,
1660),81 and in Ireland it must be considered an English style, seen at Brazeel
House82 near Dublin (probably 1650) as well as at Richhill. In England a few
examples are later 17th century, and one (without imposts on the panels) occurs on
an early 18th century building (c. 1713} at Bourton-on-the-Hill,83 Glos. The close
comparison between Richhill and Brazeel, and the English mid-17th century group—
Swakeleys, Scole, Moyles Court—are the strongest reason for considering Richhill
a house of the later 17th century, and it is to this period that the datable examples
in the New World belong—Bond Castle or Holly Hill {Anne Arundel County,
¢. 1667), though even there Mount Clare, Baltimore, is a house of 1750 with stacks
having recessed panels (with imposts) of this style.84

The fine wrought iron gates of Richhilli were probably the work of brothers
named Thornberry from Faimouth who settled in Co. Armagh, The gates were
probably put up for William Richardson in 1745. They were removed to present
position on the Governor's house at Hillsborough in 1935.
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Site Specific Information
Site Name: Moyry Castle
) : DEPARTM
Townland: Carrickbroad ENT OF TH
ENVIRONMENT (N.l.)E
SMR No: ARM 032:005 06 SEp 2004
State Care Scheduled Other EgMRoNMENT SERVICES
ISTORIC MONUMENTS

Grid Ref: J 05761466

County: Armagh

Excavation Licence No: AE/04/142
Dates of Monitoring: 24/08/04
Archaeologist Present: Nicholas Beer
Brief Summary: Monitoring carried out in advance of the erection of an information
board, on behalf of Regeneration of South Armagh (ROSA). Nothing of archaeological
significance encountered.

Type of monitoring: Single trench excavated by hand.

Size of area opened: 0.4 m x 0.4 m.

Current Land Use: Monument in State Care.

Intended Land Use: N/A
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Brief Summary: Monitoring carried out in advance of the erection of an information

board, on behalf of Regeneration of South Armagh (ROSA). Nothing of archaeological
! significance encountered.

Type of monitoring: Single trench excavated by hand.

Size of area opened: 0.4 m x 0.4 m.

Current Land Use: Monument in State Care.

Intended Land Use: N/A
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Plan of site showing extent of area monitored:

\

\—— Excavation Trench /
Information Board

Moyry Castle

0 50m
N T e

Figure One: Plan of approximate location of Moyry Castle information board
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Account of monitoring results.

A small trench (0.4 m x 0.4 m) was excavated to a depth of 0.75 m for the installation

of an information board at Moyry Castie, County Armagh. During the excavation two
deposits were discovered.

The first deposit (Context No. 101) was a dark brown loam topsoil, which extended to
a depth of 0.2 m. Underlying Context No. 101 was an orange brown loam deposit
(Context No. 102) which extended to a depth of at least 0.75 m

No features or finds of archaeological importance were uncovered during this
excavation.

Archive;:

Finds: N/A

Photographs: 3 slide images held by CAF.
Plans / Drawings: N/A
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