SHE [Down 57:3

GLEENCASTILE
D66-To Excaualions

Reprinted from
ULSTER JOURNAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY
Volume 42 (1979)



Ulster Journal of Archaeology, Vol. 42, 1979.

EXCAVATIONS AT GREENCASTLE, COUNTY DOWN, 1966-1970

by CYNTHIA GASKELL-BROWN*
(Formerly Ancient Monuments Branch, Ministry of Finance (N.1.))

INTRODUCTION

The exploratory excavations carried out at
Greencastle, Co. Down in 1951 by D.M.
Waterman and A. E. P. Collins were part of a
research programme for the Archaeological Sur-
vey of Co. Down. They successfully established
the basic plan and building history of this
Anglo-Norman castle and the results were pub-
lished soon after (Waterman and Collins 1952).
The structural history of the standing remains has
also been published in the Archaeological Survey
of County Down (HM.S.0., 1966), and the site
was taken into State care in 1970. Extensive con-
servation work has now been completed and in
conjunction with this work the NE. angle tower
and the deposits between the keep and the N. and
E.curtain walls were excavated between February
1966 and March 1970. A total of 8 months work
was done on the site by C. Warhurst; in the winter
of 1970 further major work was done by C. J.
Lynn (Historic Monuments Branch) on the castle
ditch. This will be reported separately.

The purpose of the excavations was to elucidate
the relationship of the small two-period building
in the N. ward and to establish the plan and rela-
tionship of the NE. angle tower with the curtain
wall (Fig. 1). Some success was achieved in both
cases and the excavations produced a quantity of
medieval pottery and small finds.

The position of sections and the sequence of
excavation was partially affected by the need to
maintain a public right of way across the E. ward.
As the excavations showed that there was also a
certain hiatus between the N. and E. wards caused
by the natural topography, the description which
follows will describe the N. ward first, followed by
the E. ward, links between the two areas being
indicated whenever possible.

THE EXCAVATION

A brief summary of the history of the castle is
included here to set the excavations in their con-
text. Current examination of the documentary
material relating to Norman castles in Ulster by

* Formerly Cynthia Warhurst. This report was com-

pleted in 1971 but an opportunity for its publication
has not been presented until now. The text has not been
up-dated,

Dr T. E. McNeill (Department of Archaeology,
Queen’s University, Belfast) and Mr C. J. Lynn
has modified the conclusions of Waterman and Col-
lins published in the reports mentioned above.

The castle was in existence by 1254 (Pipe Roll
38 and 39 Henry I1I) when it was victualled from
Dublin. The Pipe Roll of 44 Henry III, 1259-
1260, provides an account of building materials
used on the keep, either for strengthening or
repair. At about the same time the castle was
attacked and ‘destroyed’ (1260, Annals of Ire-
land, Chartularies of 'St Mary's, Dublin). Exten-
sive alterations were made to the keep in the late
15th or early 16th century, which included adding
another storey to the castle and providing a new
ground floor entrance in the SW. corner. In the
mid-16th century large windows were opened in
the keep on the first floor and a two storey house
was built onto the W. wall. The early occupation of
the castle was frequently disturbed by Irish raids
and the 15th and 16th century rebuildings must in
part account for the extensive layer of rubble and
building debris which covered the early medieval
deposits in the ward. Recent use as farm buildings,
and the general decay since the end of the 16th
century have also left their marks.

Pre-Castle Occupation
The rock outcrop chosen for the site of the castle
was partially covered by a natural deposit of stiff
orange-brown clay, which, within the ward area,
survived in places to a depth of 1 ft. This is shown
on all sections as layer I. The old turf on its surface
was identified in some areas, particularly in the E.
ward, as a darker peaty band up to 6 in. thick. In
two areas there was evidence of some human
activity on the site before castle-building began. A
hollow 6 in. deep and probably about 5 ft in
diameter containing dense black peaty soil with
some scraps of animal bone, a great many winkle
shells and two body sherds of souterrain ware was
found sealed beneath the corner of wall B (Fig. 2,
B-B). Another pocket of occupation soil was
found on the bedrock in the angle between the E.
curtain wall and the NE. tower; a similar deposit
was noted in the 1951 excavations beneath the site
of the E. curtain wall (Waterman and Collins 1952,
89). The only small find from the surface of the
bedrock was a perforated bone disc (Fig. 8, 5).
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Sections through the N. ward.

The Initial Building Phase

One of the highest points on the hill underlies the
E. wall of the keep which is firmly bedded on the
rock surface; as no trace of a foundation trench
was found it can be assumed that the rock out-
cropped at this point. However the rock slopes
away westward and in order to provide a level
platform for the N. wall of the keep a stone plinth
or scarcement was constructed. This plinth pro-
jected 1 ft N. of the base of the keep and extended
along two thirds of the N. wall. The trench dug to

take the plinth showed clearly as a cut through the
old land surface, being filled with a dark brown

stony clay (Fig. 2, Sections A(7), B(9), C(9)). It
was about 1 ft 6 in. wide at the W. end and
broadened to nearly 4 ft atits E. limit, where some
local secondary disturbance containing a stony fill
was noted (C(8)). A thin layer, 1 in. thick, of clean
orange clay upcast from the foundation trench
sealed the patch of pre-castle occupation material
beneath wall B. This foundation trench was sealed
atthe W. end in the narrow area between the keep
and wall A, by a thin layer of sandy mortar derived
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Fig. 3. Section showing relationship of keep to
window in building A. From E.

presumably from the construction of the base of

the keep.

Building A The footings of wall A were placed
on top of this mortar layer and overlap the filling
of the keep foundation trench (Fig. 2, A-A);
quite clearly building A was built after the
foundations of the keep. Wall A was apparently
constructed directly on the old ground surface; it
contains a 13th century window-opening facing S.
at ground floor level, and the wall now survives to
aheight of 8 ft for much of its length, though at the
W. end, where it had been incorporated in a later
building, it is clear that it had originally been at
least 15 ft high (Fig. 3). This wall is 4 ft 6 in. thick.
The E. wall of building A survived only as the
lowest row of rough stone footings on the natural
clay and rock surface and stopped 5 ft short of the
curtain wall at a rock outcrop. The surviving evi-
dence indicates a substantial 13th century build-
ing at least 18 ft by 18 ft and probably at least two
storeys high. As the whole of the interior of this
building had been completely disturbed by mod-
ern activity it was impossible to relate it to the
curtain wall, which at this point survived only as
footings.

To the E. of building A a layer of rock chips and
clay was laid on the natural surface, perhaps in an
attempt to level up the ward area (Fig. 2, sections
B(10), C(5)). This may in part have been upcast
from the foundation of the N. curtain wall. This
layer was generally 9 in. thick and extended from
the curtain wall southward, tailing away towards
the keep, where it was partially covered by layer 11
(Fig. 2, C-C).

To the E. of building A an extensive area of

occupation rubbish was allowed to accumulate.
This was a noticeably sticky, black layer, II, as
much as 1 ft thick in places, containing animal
bone, oyster and limpet shells, and quantities of
medieval pottery. In the area between the keep
and wall B it overlay a layer of medium sized
stones which may have been the remains of build-
ing A. Elsewhere layer Il lay directly on the old
ground surface or locally on the rock chip layer.
Atthe W. end it partly covered the plinth although
it had later been cut through by a trench along the
base of the keep. The deposit tailed away to the N,
and E. (Figs 1, 2).

This layer is contemporary with similar black
occupation deposits in the E. ward (Fig. 3, layers
(3) and (5)) as fragments from the same white
fabric jug were found in all three layers. In the E.
ward, layer (5) was extensive but discontinuous
and overlay in places a 3 in. thick layer of mortar
which was contemporary with the footings of the
E. curtain wall. These layers will be discussed in
more detail later.

Building B After the accumulation of the
occupation layer in the N. ward an extension was
made on the E. side of building A, which perhaps
explains the almost total destruction of the E. wall
of A. This extension, wall B, was built on the layer
of rock chips and clay (Fig. 2, B(10)) which seems
to have been left to level up the natural surface.
The SE. corner of B sealed a small part of layer II.
Wall B enclosed an irregular rectangular area
about 10 x 14 ft. The inner face of the wall was
badly robbed but it must originally have been
some 3 ft thick. The N.-S. wall stopped short of
the curtain and contained a badly robbed central
opening for a door, 3 ft 6 in. wide.

The wall survived to a height of 2-3 ft only and
was founded on a double course of rough footing
stones covered by loose mortar (Fig. 2, B(7)). In
this mortar at the SE. corner of the annexe was a
coin of Edward I, struck in London in 1279. This
had mortar adhering to it and it seems reasonable
to accept that it was lost at the time building B was
constructed. If this is so it provides aterminus ante
quem for the occupation and pottery in layer 11, a
small area of which was sealed under the corner of
building B, and the mortar from the footings of the
S. wall.

Deposits in the North Ward  Against the S. wall
of building B irregular lumps of mortar droppings
from the wall construction were noted (Fig. 2,
B(4),(5)) amongst the stony clay deposit (B(6),
C(4)) which surrounded the building.

This layer was mixed with pockets of sand and
stone and was as much as 1 ft thick in places.
Between sections B and C it merged with layer 111
of soil and rock chips, with occasional bones, oys-




ter shells and sherds, which extended from roughly
10 ft N. of the keep almost as far as the curtain
wall. This layer merged into a brown clay with
rock chips to the E. (section D(3)) where it over-
lay a thin mortar scatter associated with the very
shallow foundation trench for the keep and a thin
tail of black occupation I1. E. of wall C and wall D
it had been cut away by a sump beneath the latrine
shute in the corner turret of the keep, which con-
sisted of a hollow in the rock, M, filled with large
stones and later covered with clay. N. of wall D the
stony clay layer (3) was also cut through by a
rough pit against the curtain wall. This was about
3 ft in diameter and filled with dark soil which
sloped away eastward to the natural surface.

Building against North Curtain Wall  The origin
of this rather mixed layer over the N. ward is
unclear; it seems probable that it resulted from
clearance and dumping of spoil from other
areas of the site. It is treated as a single deposit
because it was sealed by the remains of a plaster
floor which survived in patches over much of the
N. ward. The more substantial areas, where the
plaster was hard and some 2-3 in. thick are indi-
cated on plan (Fig. 1, Fig. 2, C(3), D(2)). The
plaster floor had been continuous with the render-
ing of the face of the curtain wall from this level
upward. These traces seem to indicate a building
against the inside of the N. curtain wall perhaps
15 ft wide extending from the interior of the NE.
angle tower (where the plaster lay on the natural
rock surface) through the doorway, round but-
tress E and at least 44 ft westwards. To the W. of
this was a rather indefinite sandy layer which

tailed away before reaching building B. As a result
the relationship of this lean-to building to building
B remains uncertain; at this end the level of the
plaster floor was approximately that of the

threshold of the doorway in B. However just out-

side the door was a hollow 2 ft wide and about

9in. deep continuing layers of mortar and char-

coal, cut into the rock chip and clay deposit 111.

The fill of this hollow was 2 in. of loose mortar,

covered by 3 in. of sticky, black occupation with a

few sherds; this was covered by further mortar and

another occupation layer, 3 in. thick. Animal

bones ran through from one layer to another, the

whole area being very soft. This deposit corres-

ponds in part to the stratification noted by

Waterman and Collins in 1951 on the W. side of

thiswall. As it apparently accumulated in a hollow

cut into the deposits of stony clay outside the

building, it is tempting to suggest that the opening

in this wall was not original and was broken

through later. If this suggestion is correct the ten-

lative association of the doorway with the plaster

floor level to the E. would be reinforced.

As already mentioned, the plaster floor lay on

top of early deposits at its W. end and sloped
down to the natural surface in the doorway of
the NE. angle tower. Here it had been cut through
by two post holes, 9 in. in diameter and 9 in. deep,
one on either side of the entrance, connected by a
shallow hollow along the threshold. Just outside
the doorway were small patches of sticky black
occupation debris containing a few small medieval
sherds lying on top of the plaster floor.

Overlying the plaster floor was another mixed

layer of clay with rock chips and mortar patches.
This could be traced from the outside of wall B
eastward (Fig. 2, C 1V) and contained a scatter of
bones and medieval sherds. It tailed away in-
definitely between sections C and D. From this
level a substantial trench was dug along the base of
the keep cutting through all the earlier deposits
onto the plinth at the foot of the base batter. This
cut started about 1 ft E. of the eastern corner of
building A and could be traced as far as the wall C,
which had obliterated the evidence and was
clearly at least as late as this trench. This later
trench prevented the linking of deposits in the N.
ward with those in the narrow area between the
keep and wall A, (Fig. 2, section A) where the
only narrow strip of complete undisturbed
deposits survived. Here the black occupation
layer 11 was covered by brown clay and by a 2 in.
spread of mortar, which might be contemporary
with the mortar spread over the footings of wall B;
above this (5) was brown clay, some 18 in. thick -
perhaps equating with B(6). Next was a narrow
band of dark soil (4), covered by a thicker sandy
layer (3). Finally layer (2) of brown clay contained
scraps of bone and shell and, most significant,
some roofing slates. It was from this level that the
trench along the base of the keep was dug. These
roofing slates were similar in colour and size to
those remaining on the 16th century roof line of
the keep.

Clearly layers A(2) and C 1V probably consist in
part of material upcast from the lower deposits by
this trench; from C 1V were medieval sherds indis-
tinguishable froin those in layer 11. The evidence
from A(2) however suggests very strongly that the
major clearance along the base of the keep can be
dated to the 16th century. Also belonging to this
period is the length of wall inserted at the W. end,
between the keep and wall A. This insertion was
achieved by digging away the deposits between
the keep and wall A for a distance of 10 ft, and
constructing a crude buttress 2 ft thick and 3 ft
6 in. high on the outside of the base of the new
wall, which is 4 ft thick and not quite at right
angles to the keep (Figs 1,3). The hollow behind it
filled with miscellaneous layers of stone, clay and
soil. Layer (1) section A is largely the upcast from
this 16th century excavation.

The fill of the 16th century trench was mostly
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mortary rubble, with a few medieval sherds and
bones (B(8), C(7).(8)). This merged with the
general accumulation of loose mortary rubble
which covered the whole of the N. ward area
(C(2), D(1)). As this contained a few bricks the
pockets of mortar and clay above it are clearly
post-16th century and indicate the decay of the
castle buildings.

Walls C and D These walls of crude construction
were built on rubble and fallen masonry and so far
as the very loose filling at the E. end of the keep
allowed a decision, appeared to be later than the
16th century trench at the base of the keep. The
earlier sump. M, at the corner was levelled up with
stones set on yellow clay: wall C was one course
thick. built of selected but undressed stones set in
yellow clay and it incorporated at the N. end a
rough stone drain. Wall D, at right angles to C and
at a slightly higher level, was of similar construc-
tion, merging to the E. with the general area of
stones. The function of these walls remains obs-
cure. They seem to be part of a late occupation of
the ward which blocked up the doorway of the
NE. tower with stones and the distinctive yellow
clay to a height of 1 ft 6 in. (level with the decayed
surface of the buttress E) and which incorporated
the stone hearth built against the curtain wall at
the same level. This hearth was carefully made of
flat stones set in clay with a neat edging of vertical
stones, supported by the surrounding packed clay
floor, which was separated from the earlier plaster
floor by 1 ft of mortary clay and stones. There was
an extensive layer of charcoal and burnt clay on,

56
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Sections in E. ward.

around and to the W. of the hearth. This layer was
covered by a mound of yellow clay 3-6 in. thick
which incorporated three dressed stone mullions
from the 16th century windows of the keep.

The Curtain Wall and NE. Tower The curtain
wall and NE. tower were constructed essentially
as one unit. The N. curtain wall survived to a max-
imum height of 4 ft 6 in. and was 4 ft 9 in. wide on
a single course of footings. The E. curtain was
badly robbed on the outside but survived to a
height of 6 ft 6 in, adjacent to the corner tower,
The main features of the angle tower were
described by Waterman in 1966. The present
excavations confirmed the line of the foundations
on the N. where all but the inner edge of the very
shallow foundation trench had disappeared. It can
be seen on plan that this trench was angular but
enough survived of the outer wall face to show

that the tower was originally D-shaped. The NW.

wall of the tower had incorporated an internal

rectangular opening 6 ft 6 in, X 3 ft 6 in. perhaps

for a stair or fireplace but only the lowest course of
stones survived. The doorway into the tower was

adjacent to the N. curtain wall and, due to a build-

ing inaccuracy, the opening in the 6 ft thick tower
wall deviates slightly to the SE. from the line of the
curtain. The entrance is marked by door checks on
the ward side of the passage. of one build with the
tower, and a bar socket in the S. wall.

The S. wall of the tower appears to have been
altered at an early stage in its history: the original
line is indicated by the wall base L, which survived
as a single course of walling on the natural rock



surface. The plan was altered by the addition of a
buttress, F, which brought the S. wall of the angle
tower square with the E. curtain wall and which
incorporated a length of wall 16 ft long and 4 ft
6 in. thick. parallel to, but 23 ft inside, the curtain
wall. This wall seems to have been left incomplete,
for at its S. end was an unmortared pile of stones,
J, which lay on a few footing stones of wall F and
was probably unused walling material. This addi-
tion was made when the curtain wall, which is also
4 ft 6 in. thick, was only 2-3 ft high as the S. face
of the buttress interlocks with the curtain wall at
this height. Whether this indicates a change of
plan before the curtain wall was complete, or after
its early collapse, will be discussed below. A
further roughly rectangular buttress E, with bat-
tered W. face, which survived to a height of 1 ft,
was later added to the outside of the wall and
buttress F.

The occupation deposits (3) and (5) in the E.
ward have already been linked with layer Il in the
N. ward but must now be considered in relation to
the NE. angle tower. Although the natural soil
overlying the rock survived in places in the E.
ward (Fig. 4, G and S,(1)) it had been removed
beneath the keep, the curtain wall and the NE.
tower. The tower was built on a projecting knob of
rock and the uneven hollows outside its S. wall had
been filled in one place with a short length of
walling (Fig. 1), and elsewhere by mortar. An
irregular mortar spread (6), 2-3 in. thick, associ-
ated with the footings of the curtain wall, covered
the natural surface over a considerable area of the
E. ward. This probably indicates an area where
mortar was mixed before use rather than a delib-
erately laid floor as it was irregular in thickness
and extent. This mortar was locally covered by 6
in. of clay with rock chippings (7), but elsewhere
directly by the sticky black occupation soil (5),
2-3in. thick and containing medieval sherds,
bone and shell.

The extent of this occupation layer is shown in
Fig. 1; it finished beneath wall F and the associ-
ated heap of stones J. The addition to the NE.
angle tower, F, was then constructed leaving an
accumulation of loose mortary lumps at its base
(Fig. 3. G(9)).ontopof 1 ft of stony clay (4) which
extended some 26 ft to the S. and ran W. under
and around the footings of wall F and stone heap J.
W. of J it merged indefinitely into a sandy stony
layer (4a) while W. of wall F it tailed off onto the
rising natural surface. It seems likely that this
deposit was made to bring the ward surface more
nearly level with the area to the W. while provid-
ing a foundation for wall F. Adjacent to the tower
were pockets of mortar and stones (section S (3a))

and a second layer of sticky black occupation (G
and §(3)) accumulated on layer (4). This was not
quite as extensive as layer (5) although it covered

approximately the same area of the ward; it stop-
ped short some 3 ft E. of wall F. The sherds from
this layer were similar to those from layer (5) and,
as mentioned previously, both layers contained
sherds from the same white fabric jug. It was
covered by a patch of yellow/grey clay and mortar
(2a).

The whole process of building and altering the
NE. tower clearly took place over a relatively
short period. The second buttress, E, was built
against the face of F on a 1 ft thick layer of stony
clay which overlay the footings of wall F and a
patch of mortar on the natural surface 4 ft to the
W. The base of this buttress, which had no foot-
ings, was level with the plaster floor described
earlier. The plaster ran up to but not under but-
tress E. The patches of occupation on top of this
plaster floor between the buttress and the curtain
wall were identical in texture with layers (3) and
(5)

The S. end of the E. ward had been considerably
disturbed since the 1951 excavations mainly
because of the right of way. Only fragmentary
traces of the wall and occupation layers noted by
Waterman and Collins at that time were found.
The possible extent of the fragmentary wall is
shown on Fig. 1. K. The lowest patch of occupa-
tion associated with it lay on a skin of mortar on
the slightly disturbed subsoil. This occupation was
covered by a 2in. layer of baked clay with a
further thin band of occupation on top. This sequ-
ence seems to correspond in part with layers (6)
and (5) further to the N. and the flimsy partition K
may therefore be tentatively assigned to the ear-
liest phase of occupation. Other irregular patches
of occupation soil on the natural surface were
noted closer to the keep; one of these contained
the iron buckle and part of a pair of scissors (Fig.
8. 4,5).

A layer of mortary rubble and clay (2), up to 2 ft
thick, covered the E. ward. overlying layer (3) and
buttresses E and F. On this rubble the lowest
course of a crude wall, G, survived. This ran paral-
lel to the E. curtain wall enclosing an area 15 ft
wide and some 30 ft long. The E. face of this wall
had been plastered in one with the S. face of the
NE. tower. Though clearly a late feature, subse-
quent to the decay of the castle, there was no other
dating evidence for wall G. The final layer (1)
shown in the E. ward was recent soil and rubble
deposited during the conservation work.

THE FINDS
POTTERY
The bulk of the pottery came from the lower occupation,

layer 11, and the equivalent layers (3) and (5) in the E.
ward. A smaller but noticeable quantity was found in
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Fig. 5. Pottery. 1-4, cooking pottery, layers II, IV. 5-19, glazed wares, layer 11 (X %a).

layer 111 within ten feet of wall B, and the occasional be assigned to the 16th or 17th centuries and the
medieval sherd was found in several other layers as remainder to the 19th or 20th centuries.

noted in the main description. Amongst miscellaneous Surprisingly little cooking pottery was found. There
sherds from the loose rubble covering the whole site were sherds of three everted-rim vessels, and of perhaps

were a few medieval sherds, a few that might tentatively five souterrain pots, but no English-style cooking pots of
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the type found for instance at Clough Castle (Waterman
1954, 128, 133). The remainder of the pottery was
virtually all from glazed jugs or pitchers, and there was
no clear distinction to be made between sherds from
layer I1 and layer 111, There were three examples of jugs
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Pottery, 20-29, glazed wares, layer 11. 32-37, glazed wares, layer 111 (X %4).

with frilled bands below the rim (Nos 18, 19, 34) a
type apparently originating in the hinterland of Bristol
(Waterman 1959, 160). There was noticeable variety
of fabric and rim form, consistent with the importation
of jugs for the garrison. None of the pottery came from




the relatively local Downpatrick kiln. Two pots from
layer I1I are of particular interest; no. 31, a straight-
sided vessel of unusual if not unique form and no. 30.
This last is crudely made, the spout showing finger
impressed ornament of the type known from the
Audlem kiln, near Chester (Medieval Archaeol., 4
(1960)) which seems to belong to the second half of the
13th century. The Greencastle example is less compe-
tent. Other N. Ireland sites producing the same spout
type are Downpatrick, Carrickfergus and Lismahon.
The pair of handles attached by struts to this jug are
unique, but they bear obvious affinities to the type of jug
with a tubular spout attached in the same way which
occurs in N. England (Hogg 1956, fig. 5) and at Lis-
mahon, Co. Down (Waterman 1959, 158) and seems
also to date to the end of the 13th century.

Of the small group of white fabric vessels only two (a
and b) in the opinion of Mr J. G. Hurst are French
imports. Sherds (f) from layer 11 are closely comparable
with a few sherds from the Audlem kiln material in
Chester, and may be the same as a sherd from the
mid-late 13th century level at Carlisle (Hogg 1956,
93). The spout no. 33, from layer 111 is apparently of
similar fabric to other sherds from Carlisle and Clough
Castle, Co. Down (Waterman 1954, 126). These indica-
tions of mid to late 13th century dates for the bulk of the
pottery tend to confirm the reliability of the coin of 1279
from the footings of wall B as a dating guide and would
not seriously conflict with a date in the 1250's for the
main occupation, layer (II), which is discussed below.

Layer 1 (Old Ground Surface)

Two body sherds of souterrain ware, coarse, hard,
hand-made pot, inner surface carbonised, 1 cm. thick,
grits up to 2 mm., faint impressions of grass on buff outer
surface (not illustrated).

Layer 1l and G(5) (black sticky occupation) Figs 5, 6
Unglazed pottery

1. Rim sherd from slightly everted-rim cooking pot,
finger impressions on rim. Black gritty fabric 0.75
cm. thick. N. ward.

Rim sherd, everted-rim cooking pot, with applied
finger-pinched band in hollow of neck, slight groove
in top surface of rim. Black gritty fabric 0.5 cm.
thick. E. ward.

3

Body sherds from at least three souterrain ware pots,
buff/black, one grass-marked; body sherds from three
cooking pots, black hard fabric with white grits, shell or
lime inclusions, and red grits respectively (not illus-
trated).

Glazed pottery; red fabrics

5. Rim and body sherds from jug. Slight spout in the
rim. Hard, well-made fabric, pale red surface, grey
core, with marked internal rilling and thin pale
green glaze externally. N. ward.

6. Rim, plain strap handle and body sherds of jug.
Hard, slightly rough-surfaced red fabric, mica par-
ticles and grits up to 3 mm. Thin, white slip on
inside of neck and outside of jug; patchy green glaze
on exterior. N. ward.

7. Handle and rim sherd. Simple rim and strap handle,

buff fabric with traces of green glaze on handle. E.
ward.

8. Rim sherd with trace of strap handle; rough slash
decoration on rim. Hard, pale orange fabric, a few
small grits. Glaze uncertain. N. ward.

9. Neck of jug. Hard, pimply red fabric, grey core,
mica particles, with good dark green glaze exter-
nally. N. ward.

10. Rim and strap handle of jug. Buff fabric with patchy
green/brown glaze externally. E. ward.

I1. Rim and strap handle with groove and stabbed
decoration. Hard red fabric, brown external glaze.
E. ward.

12, Rim and part of handle of jug. Very smooth, pale
buff fabric with purplish core, small grits. Green
glaze below rim. Fabric very similar to no. 18.
Another rim and body sherds from similar pot, not
illustrated. N. ward.

13. Rim sherd with slight pulled spout. Red fabric with
brown patchy glaze externally. Another virtually
identical rim came from the mortar rubble layer.
E. ward.

14. Rim sherd. Hard red fabric, small black grits, trace
of green external glaze. N. ward.

15. Body sherd decorated with comb-impressed wavy
and straight lines. Hard, pimply red fabric, splash of
green glaze externally. N. ward.

16. Fragment of spout. Orange fabric, grey core, brown
glaze below spout. N. ward.

17. Rim with stab-decorated handle. Red, slightly gritty
fabric, trace of green/brown glaze on handle.

18. Jug with finger-pressed, frilled band below rim, and
very slight spout in rim. Strap handle decorated
with three longitudinal grooves. Smooth buff fabric
with grey core and fine grits, patchy green glaze
externally below frilled band. N. ward (Fig. 7).

19. Rim sherds of jug with frilled band applied below
rim. Orange, slightly rough fabric, with dark green
glaze on the applied cordon. Fabric and rim form
different from no. 18. N. ward.

20- Variants of pinched convex bases, all bearing

22. splashes of glaze. 20, dull red fabric, grey core,
weathered. 21, buff fabric, grey core, fine grits,
perhaps base of no. 12. 22, orange gritty fabric,
traces of green glaze. N. ward.

23. Base of jug, Close-set pinching of basal angle, with
lower part of vertical finger-impressed, applied
strip. Dark red fabric, grey core, green and brown
patchy external glaze. N. ward.

24— Variants of slightly convex bases, the basal angle

29. being knife-trimmed leaving a slight foot. Similar
fabric range as pinched bases, all with splashes of
green or brown glaze. N. ward.

Parts of five strap handles and body sherds from eight or
ten further jugs, all in red fabrics with traces of
glaze, from the N. ward; parts of handles and body
sherds of a further half dozen jugs from the E. ward,
layers (3) and (5).

Glazed pottery, white fabrics (not illustrated)

a) Five sherds from the same jug. Very hard, white
fabric with slightly grey core, marked internal rilling
and thin, pitted green glaze externally. 4 mm. thick.

Possibly French import. Two sherds from layer Il



inches cms

Fig. 7. Pottery. 18, layer II. 30, 31, layer III. 38, 39, layers (1) and (2) (x Y4).

near section C, two sherds from G(5) and one from core. Thin, uneven green glaze. 3 mm. thick. Possibly
G(3). English. N. ward.

b) Sherd of hard, white fabric, with grits up to 1.5 mm., d) Sherds of hard, pimply white fabric with black grits
marked internal rilling, good, dark green external and a fine porous appearance, yellow/green glaze
glaze. 4 mm. thick. Possibly French. N. ward. externally. 5 mm. thick. Possibly English. N. ward.

¢) Sherd of white fabric, smooth inner surface, grey ¢) Sherd of hard, white fabric, small grits, cream outer



surface, splashes of green glaze externally. Possibly
English. N. ward.

f) Two sherds from a flat-based vessel. Pale pink fabric
with white inner surface, white and occasional red
grits (probably crushed sherds). Good, dark green
glaze, weathered matt. 5 mm. thick. One sherd from
layer 11, the other from layer 111. Another sherd from
the rubble layers (1) in the N, ward is of identical
fabric, but different firing has produced a slightly
different result. This sherd is 7 mm. thick, the inner
4 mm. being cream, the rest pink in colour, and the
exterior is covered by a good, continuous yellow/
brown glaze.

Layer 111 (soil and rock chips, with occupation) Fig. 6
Unglazed pottery (not illustrated)

a) Eight body sherds of souterrain ware, black gritty
fabric, buff with carbonised exterior. 7 mm. thick.

b) Three sherds of coarse, gritty, buff ware, 7 mm. thick,
probably souterrain ware.

¢) One sherd of a thin-walled, unglazed cooking pot,
fine buff fabric, 4 mm. thick.

Glazed pottery, red fabrics

30. Spout and part of handle of jug. The spout was
pressed onto the jug rim leaving six decorative
finger impressions and the jug was broken through
from the inside. The solid vertical rod handle
attached by a strut just below the rim seems to have
been one of a close-set pair, although only part of
the strut for the second handle survives. The fabric
of this jug is a hard, purplish ware with mica parti-
cles and a few small grits, with a thin grey layer just
below the patchy green external glaze, The jug,
though elaborate, is crudely made; the rod handle is
irregularly shaped and roughly knife-trimmed (Fig.
T

31. Half of an almost vertical-sided pot, with a pinched
out rim, marked horizontal corrugations on the
body, and a regular pinched foot surrounding a fiat
base. This unusual vessel is of red fabric, with a grey
core and extensive areas of dark brown and green-
ish glaze over the outside, the rim and part of the
interior (Fig. 7).

32. Rim sherds of jug with part of strap handle, Slightly
pimply, pale red fabric with grey core and green
external glaze.

33. Rim sherd of jug. Pale buff, hard fabric, glaze
splashes.

34. Rim sherds of jug with finger-impressed cordon
below rim. Crudely made and much weathered.
Pale buff fabric with white grits.

35. Rim and part of strap handle. Hard, dark red fabric,
grey core, green external glaze.

Body sherds from perhaps four other jugs (not
illustrated).

Glazed pottery; white fabrics

36. Thick strap handle with stab decoration in the

external hollow. Grey/white fabric, porous texture,
completely covered with a good pale yellow/green
glaze. Possibly English.

37. Fragment of spout. Cream, porous fabric, orange

slip on interior, green glazed exterior. Rough,
incised decoration.

(Not illustrated. See layer II, f).

Layer IV (clay with rock chips, mortar)
4. Base sherds of cooking pot. Slight foot with notched

decoration. Black coarse fabric (Fig. 5).

Not illustrated; body sherds from another black
fabric cooking pot, 1 cm. thick.

Layers (1) and (2) (rubble) Fig. 7
38. Parts of a shallow, flat-based dish probably roughly

39.

oval or rectangular. The base is roughly knife-
trimmed on the outside. Perhaps a herring dish.
Thick, hardred fabric, brown glaze on innersurfaces.
E. ward, layer (2).

Neck and handle of a Loire flagon. Smooth buff
paste with small red grits. Probably 16th or 17th
century. These are known from five sites in E. Scot-
land and must be linked with 16th century French
contact with Scotland. Other findspots are Ayr, St
Tudwal's Island, Caernarvonshire, and Plymouth.

(I am grateful to Mr J. G. Hurst for this informa-
tion.)

Not illustrated. Miscellaneous medieval sherds
including parts of three slightly convex-based jugs,
one with thumbed-down basal angle; sherds from a
flat-based black fabric cooking pot, and others from
a grass-marked souterrain pot. These layers also
produced a scatter of 18th and 19th century sherds
and must be dated accordingly.

BRONZE (Fig. 8)

1

Bronze pin. Wedge-shaped head decorated with
five incisions on each face, separated by a moulded
collar from the round-sectioned stem. Surface of
layer I, N. ward. Similar pins with plain heads have
been found at Clea Lakes Crannog (Collins and
Proudfoot 1959, fig. 4. 8) assigned loosely to the
Early Christian period, and from Ballyroney Motte
(Waterman 1955, fig. 10. 11) where it was assigned
to the 13th century. An unprovenanced example, .
virtually identical to the Greencastle pin but of
smaller size, is in the Ulster Museum.

. Narrow bronze strip of uneven thickness and width,

bent to form a loop at each end; one of these
encloses a further twisted strip. Perhaps a rough
handle. Layer II, N. ward.

Bronze strip cut from larger piece with shears. It
contains a subrectangular perforation near one end,

the uncut edge is neatly turned down and beaten
flat. Layer II, N, ward.

WORKED BONE (Fig. 8)

4. Plate from bone comb, decorated with two parallel

5

grooves and ring and dot ornament, Cf. combs from
Clough Castle (Waterman 1954, fig. 15. 1. 2).
Layer II.

Bone disc with hourglass perforation and scratched
ornament on the upper surface. Weight 17.5 gms.
Cf. Clough Castle (Waterman 1954, fig. 15. 4).
From rock surface beneath wall C.
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Fig. 8. Objects of bronze (1-3) and bone (4, 5) (X ¥2).

IRON (Fig. 9).

¥

Decorative iron stud or pin, circular section stem,
broken at one end; the other end inserted through a
thin silver plate in the form of a four-pointed star.
Layer III, near wall B.

Iron nails, from layer 111. Some dozen nails from

. this layer, all badly corroded, two only illustrated.

There were half a dozen corroded nails from layer
11, with flat heads c¢. 2 cm. square, and rectangular
shafts ¢. 6 cm. long. Numerous nails were found
amongst the rubble layers, some of which may be
medieval, others are modern.

. Iron buckle. A simple oval shape with prong, to take

astrap 10.5 cm. wide. Perhaps for horse harness, or
heavy sword belt. From a patch of occupation soil
on natural surface, S. end of E. ward,

. One blade of a pair of iron scissors. Possibly 13th/

14th century (see London Museum Medieval
Catalogue, p. 151). Found with no. 4.

6. Iron key, with apparently solid shank. cf. London
Museum Medieval Catalogue, Pl. xxx, no. 19. Prob-
ably medieval. Found on top of wall D.

Not illustrated. Iron knife. Found in lower part of
rubble, N. ward. Two iron cannonballs, 6.5 cm.
diameter. From rubble in N. ward.

COIN

Silver penny of Edward I, struck in London in 1279,
Lost while still quite new, perhaps before 1285. From
mortar in footings of wall B (I am grateful to Prof. M.
Dolley, Queen’'s University, Belfast for this
identification).

ANIMAL BONE
A considerable quantity of animal bone was recovered

from layer I, and a scatter from layers I1I and IV, This
has not been analysed. Large quantities of winkle shells
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Fig. 9.

were found in the pockets of pre-castle occupation
material, These were absent in layer 11 which produced a
few limpet shells, and large quantities of oyster shells.

DISCUSSION

One of the puzzling features of Greencastle noted
by Waterman and Collins in 1951 was the exis-
tence of the small building in the N. ward (building
A)which contains a 13th century window opening
looking onto the blank wall of the keep only 4 ft
6in. away. It was suggested that this building was
put up before the keep was completed. The cur-
rent excavations have shown that the foundations
of the keep were in fact laid before those of build-
ing A. However it seems possible that the founda-
tion courses of the keep were first laid out and that
the small two-storey building, now surviving as

Objects
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of iron (X %2).

wall A, was then built as a protective blockhouse
for the soldiers and masons engaged on construc-
tion work. It may not have survived in its original
form for very long, for apart from the enlargement
of the building indicated by wall B, a ground floor
window opening of the keep would in turn have
looked opto wall A. The re-alignment of the S.
wall of the NE. corner tower might also have been
no more than a modification soon after the laying
of the foundation courses. However, the evidence
found in 1951 suggested that large parts of the
curtain wall had either fallen or been pushed into
the ditch very soon after its construction; clear-
ance of the ditch on the E. side of the castle by
C. J. Lynn in the winter of 1970 has confirmed this
discovery. Only a small deposit of silt was found in
the bottom of the ditch beneath the rubble from



the curtain wall, and this contained medieval
sherds of the same character as those found in the
main occupation deposit (layer 11) in the ward. It
is tempting to equate the documented ‘destruc-
tion” of Greencastle in 1259-60 with this early
collapse of the curtain wall. This would offer an

alternative explanation for the re-arrangement of

the NE. tower which is bonded into the E. curtain
wall at a very low level. The dating of the collapse
of the curtain wall will be discussed more fully by
Lynn in his forthcoming report. The re-planning
of the NE. tower included the addition of a build-
ing between it and the E. curtain wall (wall F)
which appears to have been abandoned before
completion. Buttress E was a further addition
perhaps to provide a stair or merely to give sup-
port to an unsound wall.

The only indication that the curtain wall was at
least partly re-built came from the plaster floor in
the N. ward which extended from the NE. tower
westwards possibly as far as building B. It implied
the existence of a lean-to building about 15 feet
wide and 45 feet long, against the N. curtain, It ran
up to but not under buttress E, suggesting that it
was a later feature than E, but there was no clear
dating evidence for the floor except some small
patches of black occupation material containing
13th century sherds just outside the door to the
NE. corner tower. If these were contemporary
with the floor, it would suggest a late 13th century
date for the building. The post-holes dug through
this floor just outside the doorway to the NE.
corner tower must represent a crude attempt to
block off the entrance to the tower, possibly dur-
ing the course of a raid. They were sealed by a
later stone and clay blocking which filled the space
between the doorway and the stone hearth against
the curtain wall. This perhaps was part of the very
ill-defined building indicated by walls C and D and
likely to be at least 16th century in date. The
extensive clearance along the base of the N. wall
of the keep also belongs to the 16th century and
could perhaps be contemporary with the insertion
of the large windows on the first floor, when the

erection of scaffolding and possibly extensive
re-pointing or repair could have occurred.

If the preliminary correlation of the pottery
found in the bottom of the ditch with that from
layer 11 in the wards is proved correct, and also if
the suggested pre-1260 date for the primary ditch
deposit is accepted, the bulk of the English-style
pottery from the wards must be placed in the
middle of the 13th century. The relatively scarce
cooking pottery is of Irish rather than English type
and must have been supplemented by wooden or
leather vessels. The absence of 15th and 16th
century pottery (save for the Loire flagon) from
this part of the site is noticeable, but the middens
of this period may yet be found elsewhere. The
clearance of the N. and E. wards not unexpectedly
has revealed the fragmentary remains of various
subsidiary buildings of 13th to 16th century date.
The more substantial walls (A, B, F, J) all appear
to belong to the early part of the castle’s turbulent
history and have been conserved. It has not been
possible to preserve the stone hearthor walls C, D
and G. The recent clearance of the E. ditch and
sections dug through the N. ditch by C. J. Lynn
have produced a stratigraphy with numerous
small finds in places, and the study of this new
information, together with further examination of
the documentary history, should eventually allow
further interpretation of the excavations
described in this report.
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“GREENCASTLE CASTLE 50 ft + OD

Cs 57; IG Green Castle (in Ruins) J 2473 1184

On a rockey outcrop commanding the mouth of Carlingford Lough with Carlingford

Castle clearly visible. This was the site of a royal castle, built in the 13th
century, with an eventful history. It was besieged and taken by Edward Bruce in
1316, attacked and spoiled by the Irish at least twice in the later 14th century

and it was maintained as a garrison, by Queen‘Elizabeth up to 1590.

The castle is approached from the S. across an impressive rock-cut ditch, partly
excavated and left open. Excavations revealed the ditch to be some 7.0 m wide
at the lip, 3.0 m wide at the flat-bottomed base and up to 3.5 m deep. The
curtain wall originally with four corner towers enclosed a trapezoidal area
measuring roughly 50 m E-W by 40 m transversely, but it is badly ruined and only
the bases of two of the towers, the NE and NW are clearly visible. The large
rectangular keep is 13th century in date but with substantial 15th and 16th
century alterations. It measures 18 m by 8.5 m internally wity 1.8 m thick
walls. It was originally entered through a first floor door in the S. wall,
protected by a forebuilding. A ground floor door in the W. wall is a 15th
century alteration and a rough gap near the SE angle is a late force entry. The
cross walls dividing the ground floor into three vaults are also 15th century
insertions. At first floor level was the great hall with late medieval windows
and fireplace and a latrine in the NE corner. The upper part of the keep with

mural passages, wall walks and angle turrets are a 15th century remodelling.

Fragments of other buildings in the castle ward include part of a long

rectangular structure SW of the Keep.

The castle is in state care. It is described in ASCD (1966) pp 211-9 and

Historic Monuments of Northern Ireland HMSO (1987) pp 101-2

DOWN 57:3 October 1993 EH
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At length the “Rosgh-Catha” (battle-call) was sounded, anc
Conn marched forth from Northern Iveagh at the head of his troops
and made for Narrow-Water Castle, as there was a double debt tu
pay there.

On reaching the stronghold he fiercely attacked the outwork:
his clansmen wading through the deep moat that then protected it
to the landward side, and dashing into the river that washed its
walls to the west, they swarmed like wasps round all sides of the
doomed Keep, raising their scaling ladders and mounting to beard
the lions in their den. The arquebuses of the garrison roared forth
with leaden hail on the devoted clansmen as they attacked the outer-
defences at all points, shouting their fierce battle-cry “Shanbodach
Abu,” and undaunted by the defenders’ ring of spears and the steady
fire of the garrison, they scaled the walls and leaped in amongst
them, crashing helmets and skulls with their battleaxes. The defen-
ders recoiled from the attack and retreated to the main building,
but the Clan Aongus entered with them, killing them on the stairs
and in the rooms. The Warden and remnant of his men retreated
to the battlements, and the victors pressed up after them, and with
their long spears forced them out over the awful brink. Some were
dashed to death in the courtyard below and some fell across the
outer walls. The Warden was last to go, and preferring death by
drowning, he shot out over the river, turned in the air and fell
His bright armour flashed for a moment, he struck the water and
sank, where the harper and the girl had sunk to death, in the dark
rushing tide.

Often in the storm the harp-music is heard mingling with the
sound of the waves at the “Harper’s Ferry”; the shadow-figure of
Lassara floats down from the Castle-top, and the harp-notes cease as
she sinks beneath the Narrow-Water.
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THE HIDDEN BELL OF BRONACH

FERGUS, THE young chieftain of Glen Secis, rode forth one morn-
ing in spring, attended by his retainers and wolf-hounds, to hunt
the wild red deer in the fastnesses of the Mourne Mountains. Soon
they succeeded in starting a hind, and the chase led them far away
to the Deer’s Meadow, and just as the deer was brought down and
slaughtered, a storm of great violence broke upon them, and the
whole party were obliged to seek shelter inside a great cave mouth,
which they opportunely came on, just as the fierce storm assailed
them.

While watching the storm rage across the Deer’s Meadow from
their safe retreat in the cave entrance, they noticed an enormous
stag, his head surmounted with great antlers, branching out widely.
He was braving the storm, climbing the steep side of a high mountain
opposite, straining every sinew in his mighty efforts, and making
large boulders roll far down below into the meadow as he went up
the steep ascent, and soon he was lost to sight in the rain clouds,
which now hung low over the mountains.

The hunters thought it the mate of the hind which they had
lately killed, and he looked such a noble animal that Fergus resolved
to capture him. He bade his giollas and retainers await his return
in the cave, and taking his favourite hound with him started in
pursuit of his quarry, soon disappearing from their sight as the deer
had done.

As Fergus worked up the side of the mountain the storm passed
away as quickly as it had come on, and when he had caught up on
the stag, and his hound had rushed forward to attack it, he was
surprised to see Chief Artan of Lecale, with his hound, pursuing the
same deer also. The brow of Fergus darkened when he saw him,
for between the people of Artan and the clan of Fergus there was at
present bitter feud.

As the two hounds attacked the great stag he turned at bay on
the mountain top, and gave vent to a great bellow, which is only
given when hard pushed or wounded to death, and the stag appeared
to be badly wounded, although he had made such heroic efforts to
escape. The dogs sprang at him again, but he was now thoroughly
infuriated and gored to death with his sharp antlers the hound of
Artan, who seeing his hound killed by the enraged beast fired his
Jjavelin at the stag, but killed instead the hound of Fergus, which was
still hanging on to the stag.

Then a wild rush of anger came over Fergus, who thinking Artan
had killed his favourite hound on purpose, on account of their feud,
and being very quick of temper, he fitted an arrow to his bow and
fired at Artan, hitting him in the breast, when he fell and rolled
down the mountain side, until his body caught against a small
mountain ash tree, and held there.

Fergus turned about, and slinging the dead body of his loved
hound across his shoulders, made his way back to his attendants,
like one demented, crazed with grief, and not caring what became of
himself, the stag, or the body of Artan, the chief of his hated rival
clan. So great was his grief for the hound, that he felt gratified at
having killed the dog’s slayer, and avenged his death, so terrible was
his raging anger.
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GREENCASTLE FAIR

“Who has ere had the luck to see Greencastle Fair,
A Mourneman all in his glory was there.”

GREENCASTLE VILLAGE lies on the shores of Mill Bay, an incurve
of Carlingford Lough, nearly opposite to Greenore. Its castle was an
important stronghold during the wars, and the town once the capital
of the Mourne Kingdom, while its fairs were the most famous in
Ulster, for buying or selling, and for frolic and diversion they
rivalled, if they did not exceed, the great Donnybrook itself.

The old castle, which gives name to the place, was built by De
Courcey, and after his death it was fortified and garrisoned by his
rivals, the Burkes, under Richard, who founded Carlingford Abbey.
it is a good example of the early Norman-Irish Castle, a high rec-
tangular building, with square towers at the angles. Inside, the
ground floor is black and dismal as a dungeon, having no windows or
loop-holes to light it. The second storey is supported by massive
arches and a spiral stone stairway leads to the battlements, from
whence a glorious view of the mountains, Lough, and surrounding
country can be obtained.

Two famous marriages are recorded as having been celebrated
within its walls in 1312, that of Maurice FitzThomas and Catherine,
daughter of “The Red Earl of Ulster”, and the other of Thomas
FitzJohn, second Earl of Kildare, to Lady Joan, another daughter of
the Earla Ruadh.

The Castle was stormed and captured by the Clan MacGuinness
in the year 1343, it was afterwards restored, and in 1356 it is re-
corded that the constable, William De Down, received pardon for
having imprisoned in the dungeon of Greencastle, a girl named
Rosea, the daughter of Richard Foy. The hoary Keep still towers
above the “Mui Leann Loughan” (Little Bay of the Mill), though
the “Pale” it once guarded is gone for ever, and the warring races
of Celt and Norman-French have blended in peace.

"Tis said that one of the great Gaelic fairs was held at Green-
castle in ancient times, as the Fair-Green was called “Clonaenach-
more”, the Great Fair Meadow. These celebrated fairs were altended
by traders from all parts of Europe, Hellenic speakers coming from
Marseilles and other places. The King of the province presided in
state, during the six days which they lasted. The Irish Fairs more
resembled the Isthmian, than the Olympic festivals of the Greeks,
as intellectual contests were added to the physical; poets, story-
tellers and musicians competing with one another, as well as the
chariot-drivers and jockeys: and the teams representing the different
clans, in hurling and other Gaelic games.

Three markets were fenced off apart from the arena — the
market of live stock and horses, the market for food and clothes,
and the market for foreign merchants. The most famous fairs in
ancient Ireland were Carmen, Tailltenn, and Ushnagh. The fair at
Greencastle was revived by Arthur Bagnal, under patent granted by
james the First in 1613, when it was held on 12th January and 12th
August. Tt was sometimes called “Ram Fair” on account of a custom
that prevailed for a good while of enthroning a great ram, high on
top of the old Green Castle’'s walls, when he presided over the
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greatest sheep fair in South Down, where thousands of his bleating
subjects from the surrounding mountains were penned in flocks
beneath him, and jolly crowds of people of the Fair came to pay
him homage, erying out ‘“The King of the Benns” for ever, and
never did the Golden Ram of old receive greater homage from his
worshippers than did the Mourne Ram, from the jolly erowds who
came to the carnival at Greencastle.

The Irish fair of today is a grave and serious affair, compared
to what it was half-a-century ago when the people were not afraid
to enjoy themselves in the open, threw dull care aside, for a time,
and forgot the sorrows of life. The market report was always the
same — stock, scarce; whiskey, in abundance; fun, good supply.
Oh! Greencastle Fair, your like was not under the sun.

The people left their homes at dawn, coming from all arts and
parts, dressed in all the extravagant display of their Sunday-best
clothes, and deseending on Greencastle for business and frolic.
Every road led to the Fair, and every road was black with people,
hastening thither, and the sea too, was dotted with boats, yawls,
and yachts, bringing people from the Louth shore, and distant
places outside the Bar, far along the coast. Old men and women,
bouchals and colleens, all packed together and calling gaily to each
other as the boats passed, and the boatmen rowed their best or
tacked and sailed to beat each other to the Mill Bay Feis.

Some farmers drove their cattle and pigs in the night before,
and stabled them there, to rest them and have them look their best
on Fair morning; others came at daybreak in farm carts, jaunting
cars, donkey carts, and low-backed cars, bringing mescins of butter,
baskets of eggs, and lots of fowl — geese, ducks, hens, and turkeys
— in ecrates, or slung over the cart-side, with gaping mouths and
dizzy heads, as they were jolted along the roads, and the shrill
squeaks of squalling suckers were borne on the breeze from high-
topped carts and floats.

All the farmers who came in with stock were not there for
business, however, for many a man drove in a lean-looking pig or
an ancient cow, or steed, all skin and bone, merely as a pretext to
get the day at the fair. They never were sold, but lay all the time
under the hedges around the Fair Green, while their owners spent
the day dancing on the boards to the music of bagpipe or fiddle, or
smoked, drank and sung in the tents.

By noon the Green near the Castle was alive with people, all
thrilling with the excitement of the carnival. There were gipsy-vans
with fortune-tellers and astrologers, the star-gazers foretelling the
future, and recounting the most secret events in their clients’ past
lives; there were platforms where wrestling bouts took place, and
arenas where the “noble art” of self-defence was taught, and boxing
exhibitions given; recruiting parties beat their drums and marched
about with flaunting ribbons, in all the glory of their war-paint, to
capture the hearts of the bouchals, while soft with the uiscebauch,
and induce them to take the soldier’s shilling and march to fame and
glory; there were wood-turners, selling wooden spoons, trenchers,
churns, egg-cups, ladders and every variety of wooden articles;
there were brogue-makers, woollen-merchants, and travelling tinkers
— regular outlaws in drink, who were feared and avoided by the
people; there were refreshment “bothans” and stalls, with rich
cakes, ginger-bread, a great variety of sugar goods, and other tempt-
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ing edibles, arranged for the inspecton of purchasers; and here
the rustics would treat their colleens and rest after the dances,
which consisted of Irish jigs, reels and hornpipes, and the famous
“Shillelagh Dance” was executed to the music of the Irish bagpipes.
by a number of men armed with sticks, who crossed and recrossed
them, placing them in different positions relative to ezch other, and
presenting the most complicated figures imaginable; also showing
the art of attack and defence, and the rapid twirl of the shillelagh on
their finger-tips proved them to be well advanced in the science of
the stick. This dance is thought to be derived from an Irish war-
dance, only that the stick was substituted for the sword, and the
modern sword-dance, which consists of throwing the weapons on the
ground and the dancer hopping over them, is a mere travesty on the
original dance, which is of the most animated and thrilling character.

The ancient Gaelic dances always meant something, which
cannot be said of the modern ones that have superseded them, and
are “nothing but limping and twisting”, and destitute of all purpose,
as meaningless and poor as the modern popular music, to which they
are danced.

Bands of musicians went through the Fair supplying the dance-
musie, in addition to the pipers and fiddlers stationed in the tents,
and as the day wore on the men got a more devil-may-care appear-
ance, and once in a while a couple of rival factions — like the
Capulets and Montagues on the Continent — would meet, and have
a set-to with the sticks, bul rarely doing each other any injury,
their knowledge of the weapon was so perfect: and the partizans of
each faction would not interfere with an outsider, who had nothing
to do with their ancient feud, which was handed down from father
to son, for generations, perhaps.

The feis of fun and frolic lasted well into the following morning,
when the carnival ceased, and the patiently-waiting animals would
start upon the return journey, knowing well what they were brought
for, and by this time they had to lead their masters, and show them
the way home.

As all the world and their wives went to the festival, it was
considered a great disappointment, if by any chance, one was
deprived of the day's pleasure and was an exception to the rule.

“That sport held sway,
Greencastle Fair Day”.

And it is related that one dull plodding miserly farmer in
Omeath would not go himself nor allow his wife to go when she
asked him.  She said nothing, but when he went to the fields to
work she hastily dressed herself and ran to the beach, where she
boarded a boat bound for the Fair, leaving her child behind in its
cradle, and spending the day dancing and enjoying herself, careless
of the result of her escapade.

‘When the husband returned to the house he found the cradle
overturned and the child lying on the floor. Over it stood a great
sow, which they kept and which he had let out of the style for a

un on the grass, and it had one of the child’s hands nearly eaten
off. The distracted farmer hastily snatched the babe and ran to the
doctor with it, shouting excitedly in English, a language which he
knew but imperfectly, “O doctor, doctor dear; chile ate han off pig.”
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“How did you let that happen, and where is the child’s mother?”
asked the doctor.

“O Castlegreen Fair, board upon dance,” was all the poor man
could say in English, although he was a fluent Gaelic speaker, which
language the doctor was totally ignorant of.

To an English speaker the man’'s sentences would appear to be
wrong-end first, but not so to one who understands the construction
of other languages, and of the one to which the man was used.

63




H(rekg *oN) 0St 'org

TOWER

GREENCASTLE

et ~NORTH - WEST

Co. DOWN

LATRINE
PROJECT/O

|

R
‘vvar[l:.:l;ﬁr() [m“j[
L Scale o

==

Jeale [0

.
9
\NORTH - EAST A
<
4
= .
e e
\\\ o
= -~ Z
Q\ S o
s B
B e
L N
\ \ ]
=]
Bl O
O mw - 5% cavrr
LATE /3% CENT™
Ny 6% cewvrr
[ se# cenr~
MODERN
100 Feet
20 MNbetres




. \ : : .
’l\//;’__if_:l}ﬁiz-!’b- ' : i‘bo/, e/n.n.wﬂbﬂrmw—t
: — : "3 ;

s 'U’ QA’Z«&J p

S T -

oty rectucrd beluree plon Lol

e e ———_,

Crpt ey

/ .
Uty ! 'fm\?'w‘? U“JMW‘\I- & M!'M

O
B4
‘ .-h’“r.’ KW\
Vg \
w ; g
- \ :
- - “\
\\1
i,
‘..\\\
N
N

i
- p—




T § o+ cumlomn ) i on oldun vy, ond wn fh S G
J,_ﬂw- o Ih PUV’N 7 d—'—“"‘d"—;’\'i o €-7=.A~wij el oLn};AM
| ovehs el evd oW on fhe £ o R opnning, W I
Huelonens i e poott 4w @ Sl | wrvth -)-u-u-gi., g menied  prowll | re
fiortotly coratia T & Hem-huu . o Thon ne Tthve 9 Sipo Terve

v UrENLNY  Gout  Btlins ["-rt:m 7% 4'-"4?»71'1"*:4'4* ?‘ﬂ"-'md/.;
o e chrum  fouee a.r*f# ool ﬂf-ru? 7whch mu&;"&.‘/- trteeh o
ot ol dury  Yewvee | The  Fenvey s ¥ 3 flens, lene ta ¢
7;«4- o) l"‘ﬁ €t |, oval  Pewmn Avlts rermeuns o 2“‘//, Eanes
The pevdd f alrabrniad o ferer omed Curleus on 1 b F oeon b TeeUY el ame
o 2V p Cam Hor Gpems S Dete faam on embig st
M"%-W*J"”“":/“J’“""’*/‘*'v?/m-ch./é/ww:mm
ot tony g Pl Snlening b orgl  debrman AWt ¢ candon
il Drial &l & eh, aeem,“:' @cas,
by th " perapes- ¥ a/:ﬂjm wz*“:é, Ferrey m/;’ﬁ ewc.;:g;

fw7 cerned Z. Crntman & Ry, W e Moy ‘91"41!&/‘44’%
7”’» cwndean  Masenvy | L - .



B | s N

e ———

¢

_‘- Or&w

i)

Openimny,

Al

% /3

" :
i ol ot
Qs 7oz



I
t,u-duu el sllmw\ -1 Feny

T
b
J
Ck.v’h-{e-lw-ww
] e fele,

\

w

el

\
\

Ll







it ks o




s i







GREENCASTLE Lo —

1252 Mandate from the Justiciar to pay Adam Talebot, custodian of the
king’s castle of Greencastle what he has expended in the custody of
said castle

1253 Constables of Greencastle, Maynooth... to arrange to send to the
king in Gascony... x wagonloads of wheat and salt pork H DIMJ“"‘-"'

1260 Ulster pipe roll records expenditure on Castle of Rath and

Greencastle (Viride castris Regis) including the manufacture of
‘hurdicia’ and roofing of the ‘aula turris’ and the provision of
picks and tools from Drogheda and the wages of a blacksmith to
make nails

1260 Annals of Pembridge and the Black Book of Christchurch

record ‘Arx viridis in Ultonia prosternitur’

1280s A legal judgement stated that a certain knight from Co. Meath

had to pay scutage in respect of failure to turn up to a muster because he

‘has served with his body in “the army of Greencastle” in 1260

A royal castle, built at the King’s expense and held in the custody of the de
Burgs, Earls of Ulster. Erected about the middle of the 13" century, became
the centre of a manor, with a church and a village and ferry connection to
Carlingford
1312 Scene of the marriages of the daughters of Richard the Red Earl
1316 taken by Edward Bruce, but soon relieved by the men of Dublin
and garrisoned for the king. Custodian, Robert de Coulrath
starved to death in Dublin
1333 An inquisition described Sreenccastle as worth nothing beyond

the charges of upkeep
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1334

1343
1356
1361-5

1375
1382
1386
1387
1400-01
1408

1469
1495

1505

Defences strenfgthened by the deployment of six ballistae and
twice besieged by the Irish and twice relieved by Henry de
Maundeville (then appointed custodian)

Stormed and wrecked by the Irish, soon repaired

William de Doun, constable

Geoffrey Whyt, Lionel Duke of Clarence 2" son 6f Ed 111, was
king’s lieutenant

Taken and wrecked by Magennis of Iveagh

Walter Somy

Roger Whyt de Duno

William Syngleton

Stephen Gernon + Carlingford succeeded by John More

The great hall of the keep damaged to the extent of 40shillings
for want of a roof, More removed from office.

Edmund White

Decreed that no one but aan Englishman by birth should hold
office of governor

granted to Gerald, Earl of Kildare

1535 approx ‘almost destroyed’

1536-7

1539

1549

1552
1597

included in a list of castles and payments to custodians john
Prowse and Matthew King are recorded.

material from Drogheda was assigned for the repair of
Greencastle

‘in a wretched condition’

Granted to Nicholas Bagnal

royal garrison Aed ’aawiwj 7}:5. Wﬁi
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GREENCASTLE
County Down

The medieval fortress is prominently sited on a low rock outcrop, 300 metres
from the N, shore of the narrow mouth of Carlingford lough. It was clearly
designed to secure the routeway into Ulster by ferry from Carlingford,
visible across the lough in Co. louth, A grassy mound at the tip of the
peninsula may be an Anglo-Norman motte, t}:: predecessor of the stone

castle. The ruins of a medieval churc:Z:n a field below the castle to the

We, and to the N, rise the jagged peaks of the Mourne Mountains.

HISTORY
The castle was probably built in the mid 13th century, when the Anglo-
Norman colony in E. Ulster was separated from the main area of English
settlement in Ieinster by Irisheheld areas, frequently hostile, in 8.
Armagh and 8, Down, In 1252 a mandate was issued by Henry III that Adam
Talbot should be paid by the exchequer 'what he had expended on the custody
of Greencastle of the king's The castle was destroyed in 1260 when annals
record that 'the green fortress in Ulster was demolished', Details of
a surviving jragment €opy

repairs carried out at this time are preserved :I.n[the Ulster Pipe Foll See

y including work on the roof of the main hall of the keep. It
is not clear if the repairs were done as a result of the demolition,
presumably carried out by the local clans, or before it in anticipation of
the unrest culminating in the Battle of Down in 1260, At about this time
a feudal army was stationed at Greencastle to supplement its small

garrison.

In the 1l4th century the castle was capturecd and wrecked on several occasions,
for example by Bruce in 1316 and by Magennis in 1375, Presumably the
damage was repaired after each sacking, but CGreencastle -~ like many other

castles -« appears to have been maintained and garrisoned only grudgingly.



£

The offices of constable at Greencastle and at Carlingford were amalgamated
from the start of the 15th century onwards. In 1505 the castle was

granted to Gerald, Earl of Kildare, but funds from the sale of goods from
some Irish monasteries were sent for repair of the king's castle of
Greencastle in 1539, In 1552 the place was included in a grant of lands to
Nicholas Bagenall, and in 1597 could be included as one of the few
strongholds retained for the crown in Ulster. The castle was not garrisoned
for long in the 17th century, but by that time had given service for over

350 years.

Greencastle is a good example of the numerous strongholds erected in
Ireland by the Anglo-Normans around the middle of the 13th century. The
greatest area of Norman expansion then was in Connacht, where the closest
parallels for Greencastle can be found, for example at Athenry, Co. Galway.
The castle consists of a large rectangular keep within an irregular
quadrilateral curtain wall, with a projecting D-plan angle-tower at each
corner. The main part of the site was taken into State Care in 1964, but

the W, area is occupied by a private dwelling and farmyard.

A Tour of the Castle

The visitor approaches the castle from the carpark at the SE., side and
crosses the eastern, outer defences. The large bank (1) sloping up W,
from the carpuk.;nn—mde. of clay and rock chips. Immediately within it
is a massive rock-cut ditch (2), 7m, wide and 3.,5m, deep, which surrounded
the castle, The ditch on the E, side has been cleared of its fill of
medieval rubbish and rubble in recent excavations, but elsewhere its line
is invisible, thMough its position has been checked by small excavations.
The function of the ditch was twofold: it served as a quarry to provide
stone for the buildings, and its proximity to the base of the curtain wall

effectively increased the height of the wall by the depth of the ditch, It
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It is possible that the builders hoped that the ditch would serve as a
wet moat as the excavations revealed a small but complete masonry dam

(3) seen immediately N, of the path across the ditch.

The path skirts a small outcrop of rock, site of the SE., angle-tower

(4)s The angle-towers and the connecting curtain wall though now so
fragmentary formed the main defence of the castle., They were perhaps

6 or 7m. high, and origin;lly would almost have hidden the keep from anyone
outside the castle, The line of the E. curtain wall (5) runs northwards

to the NE, angle-tower (6), the plan of which, alone of the four cornmer
towers, has been fully revealed by excavation., The tower was designed to
allow archery fire in a wide arc from the outer face of the N. wall to that
of the E., curtain, and also provided accommodation and storage space, A
small ground floor latrine chamber with its original cobbled floor suggests
that the tower was residential. A second latrine chute runs through the
wall thickness from the floor above, and a third latrine was provided outside
the tower on the N.,, perhaps so that the wall-walk sentry did not have to
leave his post or disturb the occupants of the tower, The S, wall of the
tower facing into the ward was adapted as the N, end of a rectangular
building, little trace of which survives, which also used the inside of the
E, curtain as one of its long walls. From the NE. tower the lower courses
of the N, curtain can be seen running to the remains of the NW. tower

(7), which are incorporated in the modern farmhouse.

The back of the farmhouse visible from the keep (stippled on plan)
corresponds approximately to the outside of the W, curtain wall, and leads
the eye to the tall surviving fragment of the SW, corner-tower (8) which
gives some impression of the original height of the outer defences. The
original entrance through the curtain wall may have been adjacent to, or

part of, this tower on the E, side,



Before entering the keep through the modern opening at its SE. angle,

the remains of other medieval buildings in the courtyard should be noted.
North of the keep are fragments of l3th-century buildings (9), perhaps
originally temporary dwellings for the castle-builders, but continuing in
use for most of the castle's history. 8W. of the keep is a much-altered
medieval single-storey building, now used as a barn (10). Between this
: and the keep are the foundations of a fore-building (11) attached
to the keep. This would have protected the stair to the original keep

entrance at first-floor level.

The keep (12) is rectangular in plan, two storeys high, with walls almost
2m, thick, It has shallow pilaster angle buttresses with quoins of
calcareous tufa and a bold base-batter, The ground floor room was originally
undivided, with eight embrasures giving access to narrow loops, the inner
edges built of dressed red sandetone, but some were blocked by later changes
and other converted into double-splayed loops for use with firearms,
Probably in the 15th century the room was sub-divided with inserted walls
into three barrel-vaulted chambers, The doorway in the W, wall, with its
musket loop in the lintel, is also of the 15th century, and in the 16th
century it connected directly with a large house built in part as a lean-to
against the W, face of the keep, Remains of its N, wall can be seen (13)
and its massive chimney stack between the barn (10) and the keep. A door
at first floor level linked the léthecentury house with the keep.
Excavations W. of the keep have revealed foundations of medieval walls, now

covered over,

The first floor of the keep is reached by a flight of 15th-century stairs
in the 8W, angle, This was the main hall of the castle, used for dining and
administrative purposes., Facing the original entrance in the 8. wall are



remains of a doorway in the N, wall, which probably communicated with

the N, curtain wall (bridge visible in our l3th-century reconstruction
drawing). The original windows have been much altered by subsequent
openings and fireplaces, but in the N, wall are remains of three narrow
original windows, the raised E, example suggesting a dais at the E, end of
the hall, At the E, end of the S, wall are remains of an early fireplace,
and there is a small latrine chamber in the NE., angle. The large
rectangular window openings are of l6éth-century date and originally had
sandstone transoms and mullions., Their insertion destroyed the lower parts
of some narrcw l5th-cencury windows, the best preserved of which is at the
E. end of the S, wall, The large fireplace in the 8, wall dates from the
16th century; E. of this, a straight joint is all that remains of a 15th-
century opening. On the inner face of the E, wall are traces of the
weathering of two successive ridged roofs, presumably of 15th~ or 16th-century

date.

The appearance of the upper part of the keep dates from the 15th century when
the E. and W, walls were heightened and turrets added at the angles, reached
by the spiral staircase in the SW, angle, This leads to the wall-walk on

the 8. wall, onto which the roof sloped, the water draining out through a
row of holes ('weepers') in the 8. wall, and to a mural passage in the W,
wall and a chamber in the NW, angle. There is a similar passage in the E,
wall, and stairs against the N, and S. walls lead to the upper chambers in
the NE, and SE, turrets. There were latrines in the MW, and SE, turrets,

reached by stairs from the wallewalk,

Excavated Evidence
Recent excuntionzof the outer defences in conjunction with conservation work

have produced much evidence for the vicissitudes of the castle and many finds
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of equipment used by the garrison, including wheel-thrown pottery of
English style, local hand-made cooking vessels, sherds of Continental
origin, and iron objects such as knives, tools and arrowheads (illustrated).
Parts of the original battlements of the E. curtain were found collapsed
into the ditech, and some of these have been reass embled at the E. side of
the carpark to show the appearance of the original battlemented wall-walk,

which crowned the high curtain walls.

Further Reading An Archaeological Survey of County Down (HeMo5.0. 1966),
211-219; Gaskell-Brown, C, in Ulster J. Archaeol. 42 (1979), 51-65.

Access 4 miles S.W, of Kilkeel (grid ref. J247119), reached by minor

roads off the A2 and along lane to carpark at castle.

Other astles in State Care in Co.Down include Dundrum, Clough and Narrow
Water,

Text and illustrations by C.Je. Lynn.

Published by Historic Monuments and Buildings Branch,
Department of the Environment for Northern Ireland.

Crown Copyright 1984
10p net
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GREENCASTLE
County Down

The medieval fortress is prominently sited on a low rock outcrop, 300 metres
from the N. shore of the narrow mouth of Carlingford Lough. It was clearly
designed to secure the routeway into Ulster by ferry from Carlingford,
visible across the lough in Co. Iouth. A grassy mound at the tip of the
peninsula may be an Anglo-Norman motte, the predecessor of the stone

castle. The ruins of a medieval churc;z;;d; field below the castle to the

W., and to the N. rise the jagged peaks of the Mourne Mountains.
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The castle was probably built in the mid 13th century, when the Anglo-
Norman colony in E. Ulster was separated from the main area of English
settlement in Leinster by Irish-held areas, frequently hostile, in S.
Armagh and S. Down. In 1252 a mandate was issued by Henry III that Adam
Talbot should be paid by the exchequer 'what he had expended on the custody
of Greencastle of the king'. The castle was destroyed in 1260 when annals
record that 'the green fortress in Ulster was demolished'. Details of
repairs carried out at this time are preserved in the Ulster Pipe Roll for

» including work on the roof of the main hall of the keep. It
is not clear if the repairs were done as a result of the demolition,
presumably carried out by the local clans, or before it in anticipation of
the unrest culminating in the Battle of Down in 1260. At about this time
a feudal army was stationed at Greencastle to supplement its small

garrison,

In the 1l4th century the castle was captured and wrecked on several occasions,
for example by Bruce in 1316 and by Magennis in 1375. Presumably the
damage was repaired after each sacking, but Greencastle - like many other

castles - appears to have been maintained and garrisoned only grudgingly.



The offices of constable at Greencastle and at Carlingford were amalgamated
from the start of the 15th century onwards. In 1505 the castle was

granted to Gerald, Earl of Kildare, but funds from the sale of goods from
some Irish monasteries were sent for repair of the king's castle of
Greencastle in 1539. In 1552 the place was included in a grant of lands to
Nicholas Bagenall, and in 1597 could be included as one of the few
strongholds retained for the crown in Ulster. The castle was not garrisoned
for long in the 17th century, but by that time had given service for over

350 years.

Greencastle is a good example of the numerous strongholds erected in
Ireland by the Anglo-Normans around the middle of the 13th century. The
greatest area of Norman expansion then was in Connacht, where the closest
parallels for Greencastle can be found, for example at Athenry, Co. Galway.
The castle consists of a large rectangular keep within an irregular
quadrilateral curtain wall, with a projecting D-plan angle-tower at each
corner. The main part of the site was taken into State Care in 1964, but

the W, area is occupied by a private dwelling and farmyardamnd.is nott cﬁxcuigh,a
st & ko visikors,

A Tour of the Castle

The visitor approaches the castle from the carpark at the SE. side and
crosses the eastern, outer defences. The large bank El) sloping up W.
from the carpa:ki?mn-made, of clay and rock chips. Immediately within it
is a massive rock-cut ditch ggl, 7m. wide and 3%.5m. deep, which surrounded
the castle. The ditch on the E. side has been cleared of its fill of
medieval rubbish and rubble in recent excavations, but elsewhere its line
is invisible, though its position has been checked by small excavations.
The function of the ditch was twofold: it served as a quarry to provide

stone for the buildings, and its proximity to the base of the curtain wall

effectively increased the height of the wall by the depth of the ditch.



It is possible that the builders hoped that the ditch would serve as a
wet moat as the excavations revealed a small but complete masonry dam

(3) seen immediately N. of the path across the ditch.

The path skirts a small outcrop of rock, site of the SE. angle-tower

S&l‘ The angle~towers and the connecting curtain wall though now so
fragmentary formed the main defence of the castle. They were perhaps

6 or 7m. high, and originally would almost have hidden the keep from anyone
outside the castle. The line of the E. curtain wall‘izl runs northwards

to the NE. angle-tower Sél, the plan of which, alone of the four corner
towers, has been fully revealed by excavation. The tower was designed to
allow archery fire in a wide arc from the outer face of the N. wall to that
of the E. curtain, and also provided accommodation and storage space. A
small ground floor latrine chamber with its original cobbled floor suggests
that the tower was residential. A second latrine chute runs through the
wall thickness from the floor above, and a third latrine was provided outside
the tower on the N., perhaps so that the wall-walk sentry did not have to
leave his post or disturb the occupants of the tower. The S. wall of the

tower facing into the ward ondv The iniide oQ ’Ur\e. E. curtain wall
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of the N. curtain can be seen running to the remains of the NW. tower
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The back of the farmhouse visible from the keep (stippled on plan)

corresponds approximately to the outside of the W. curtain wall, and leads

the eye to the tall surviving fragment of the SW, corner-tower (8) which
gives some impression of the original height of the outer defences. The
original entrance through the curtain wall may have been adjacent to, or

part of, this tower on the E. side.
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Before entering the keep through the modern opening at its SE. angle,

the remains of other medieval buildings in the courtyard should be noted.
North of the keep are fragments of 13th-century buildings i:ll? perhaps
originally temporary dwellings for the castle-builders, but continuing in
use for most of the castle's history. SW. of the keep is a much-altered
medieval single-storey building, now used as a barn E&gl. Between this
and the keep are the foundations of a fore-building SEE} attached
to the keep. This would have protected the stair to the original keep

entrance at first-floor level.

The keep (12) is rectangular in plan, two storeys high, with walls almost
2m. thick. It has shallow pilaster angle buttresses with quoins of
calcareous tufa and a bold base-batter. The ground floor room was originally
undivided, with eight embrasures giving access to narrow loops, the inner
edges built of dressed red sandstone, but some were blocked by later changes
and otherfconverted into double-splayed loops for use with firearms.
Probably in the 15th century the room was sub-divided with inserted walls
into three barrel-vaulted chambers. The doorway in the W. wall, with its
musket loop in the lintel, is also of the 15th century, and in the 16th
century it connected directly with a large house built in part as a lean-to
against the W. face of the keep. Remains of its N. wall can be seenliizl
and its massive chimney stack between the barn (10) and the keep. A door
at first floor level linked the l6th-century house with the keep.

Excavations W. of the keep have revealed foundations of medieval walls, now

covered over.

g 9] '\--\;.
The first floor of the keep is reached by a flight of 15th-century stairs

in the SW. angle. This was the main hall of the castle, used for dining and

administrative purposes. Facing the original entrance in the S. wall are



remains of a doorway in the N. wall, which probably communicated with

the N. curtain wall (bridge visible in our 13th-century reconstruétion
drawing). The original windows have been much altered by subsequent
openings and fireplaces, but in the N. wall are remains of three narrow
original windows, the raised E. example suggesting a dais at the E. end of
the hall. At the E. end of the S. wall are remeins of an early fireplace,
and there is a small latrine chamber in the NE. angle. The large
rectangular window openings are of l6th-century date and originally had
sandstone transoms and mullions. Their insertion destroyed the lower parts
of some narrow 1l5th-century windows, the best preserved of which is at the
E. end of the S. wall. The large fireplace in the S. wall dates from the
16th century; E. of this, a straight joint is all that remains of a 15th-
century opening. On the inner face of the E. wall are traces of the
weathering of two successive ridged roofs, presumably of 15th- or l6th-century

date.

The appearance of the upper part of the keep dates from the 15th century when
the E. and W. walls were heightened and turrets added at the angles, reached
by the spiral staircase in the SW. angle. This leads to the wall-walk on

the S. wall, onto which the roof sloped, the water draining out through a

row of holes ('weepers') in the S. wall, and to a mural passage in the W.
wall and a chamber in the NW. angle. There is a similar passage in the E.
wall, and stairs against the N. and S. walls lead to the upper chambers in
the NE. and SE. turrets. There were latrines in the NW. and SE. turrets,

reached by stairs from the wall-walk.

bold

Excavated Evidence

tad : : F ; :
Recent excavatlor[of the outer defences in conjunction with conservation work

have produced much evidence for the vicissitudes of the castle and many finds
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of equipment used by the garrison, including wheel-thrown pottery of

English style, local hand-made cooking vessels, sherds of Continental

origin, and iron objects such as knives, tools and arrowheads (illustrated).

Parts of the original battlements of the E. curtain were found collapsed
into the ditch, and some of these have been reasqumbled at the E, side of
the carpark to show the appearance of the original battlemented wall-walk
which crowned the high curtain walls.

\;..')\ :\‘{g,- (5%
Further Rbadlnﬁ An Archaeological Survey of County Down (H.M.S.0. 1966),

av ey
211-219; Gaskell Brown, __in Ulster J. Archaeol. 42 (1979), 51-65.
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Access 4 miles S.W. of Kilkeel (grid ref. J247119), reached by minor

roads off the A2 and along lane to carpark at castle.

\)-) 3 Avatas PATA

Other Castles in State Care in Co. Down include Dundrum, Clough and Narrow

Water.

Text and illustrations by C.J. Lynne.

Published by Historic Monuments and Buildings Branch,
Department of the Environment for Northern Ireland (984.
“ ‘ G-tfb;

Crown Copyright 1984
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The medieval fortiress sé:%dsetgga:ﬁaeézg;;;;gziﬁh‘on a2 low rock outerop 300m, from the

cleary clasianad ko

R _ZF
o

s shore of the narrow mouth of Carlingford Lough,
erected shortly btefore the middle of the 13th century toSsecure the routeway into

wglle ocoi He Lauatu_iu- Co.loubh .
Cov—TLouth, anl it may have been built at royal

Ulster by ferry from Carlingford,
expense. At this time the Anglo=Norman colony in E., Ulster was separzted from the main
earea of English settlement in Leinster by Irish-held areas, frequently hostile, in S.
Down and S, Armagh. A grassy mound at the tip of the peninsula may be an Anglo-Norman

motte, the predecessor of the stone castle which became the centre of a manor. The

i/ ruins of a medieval church stand in a field below the castle to the W.
(\\ The castle was built not long before 1252, in which year a2 mandate was issued by
""‘m&‘a&m}%e paid by the excheguer 'what he had expended on the

custody of Greencastle of the king'., The castle was mentioned in two other documents of

Va

tie 1250s, but was destroyed in 1260 when Anglo-Irish annale record that 'the green

fortress in Ulster was demolished' - iridis—i 3 Details of
. X Ulsker T olowk] ;
repairs carried out at this time are preserved in the,Pipe RollLMeﬂbe-p-uﬁeaﬁwﬁﬂh

L
inclu work on the roof of the main chamber of

the xeep (aula turris), It is not clear if the r-pairs wee evriedrout as 2 result of
the demolition, Week-was presumably carried out by the local clans, or before it in
anticipation of t*aefmrest culninating in the Battle of Down in 1260, At about this tine
L ; 2 P . te supplesank 3 : {2

e feudzl army was stationed a2t Greencastle }ﬁ—ag:n-'b-_reﬁ—*ue ite normal ;;armson,{whlcn

e’ would have been fairly small?:'PTr.se record i;\‘a'fmost silent eewé'é-_mtiﬁg activity at

s Greencastle until the &5&Fy 14th century, d@ﬁe\a the castle was captured and
wrecked on several occasions, for example by Bruce in 1316 end by llegennis in 1375.
Fresumably the defences were repaired and tne accommodztion made habitable after each
sacking, but Greencastle - in common with many otherqia-f“;;pears 1o have been maintained
and garrisoned only grudgingly. The names of various constables and their salaries zre
imown from the later 14th and 15th centuries, during which time life at the castle
anpears to have been relatively uneventful, The offices of constable at Greencastle and
a1t Carlingford were emalgamated from the start of the 15th century oriwa.rds. In 1505 the

castle was granted to Gerald, Barl of Kildare, butkfunds from the sale of goods from

W

ome Irish monasteries were sent for repair of the King's castle of Greencastle in

1534, In 1552 the place was included in a grant of lands to Nicholas Bagenall, and in

1297 could be included as one of the few strongholds retained for tkhe Crown in Ulster,
Tie castle does not appear to have been garrisoned for long in the 7th century, but
by -thzi time had given service for over 350 years,

i
tw
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Greencastle is 2 zood example of tne numerous strongholds erected in Irelan

§

¥=hg

the Anglo=Normans zround the niddle of the 13th century., The greatest area of Mo

F
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e
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expansion at that time was in Connacht, and it is there that the closest parallels
5 o€ WWE\L ) el
Greencastle can be 1ound,l_wgf‘ t Athenry, Co. Galway,”
Aun o0 -3 The castle consists of & large rectangular keep set within an irregular cuadrilateral
curtain wall, with a projecting D-plen angle-tower at each corner,, €@fae=if,—po~tiza—of™
'TLL Wa A Pnrt d{' tkl, e \wod Eﬁh\-.. l.‘v\_t. ~
Vrote Cove -“"“ 1964 , b Mo \W. area As mek —
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wezronusent.derod in Fads care and is occupied by a private dwelling and farm-
yard.i_‘_fﬁ TOUR OF THE CASTLE
:f—;-Tne visitor approaches Greencastle through the carpark at the SE, side and
from the carpark to the W, is meinly artificial and consists of clay and rock chips
cleared from the site of the castle prior to construction (numbers in brackets refer
to locations on the site plan), Immediately within the bank is a massive rock-cut
ditch (2), 7m, wide and 3.5m., deep, which surrounded the castle, The ditch on the E,
side has been cleared of its fill of medieval rubbish and rubble in recent excav-
ations, but elsewhere around the perimeter its line is invisible (the farmhouse on
the W, stands on i't), al though its position has been checked by small excavations,
The function of the ditch was twofold: it served as a guarry to provide stone for
the m&ms and its proximity to the base of the curtain wall, immediately withir,
effectively increased the height of the wall by the depth of the diteh, It is
possible that the castle-builders hoped that the ditch would serve as a wet moat
as the excavations revealed a small but complete masonry dam (3) immediately . of
tlie vath crossing the ditch, Tne dam, with an unquarried rock counterpart on the S,
side of the castle, appears to have been intended to prevent water in the ditch from
running out at the one point on the perimeter, the SE, angle, where its edges
plungzed lower than elsewnhere,

The pata skirts a small outcror of rock on the right-hand side and on this
stood the SE. angle-tower (4), of which only slight traces heve bteen found in excav-

ation, It is important to note that the angle-towers and the connecting curtain wall

thovgla now so frogmenkony —m8 ————— e e Eo S e e e -
—Bopespad 1o be hung beiween—ihe projeciing towers)> formed the
main defence of the castle, Tne towers and wall were perhaps 6 or Tm., high, and
would hawve

W@ originally »qimbe almostkhidden the keep from the site of the present carpark,
The line of the E. curtain wall (5) can be seen running northwards to the LE, angle-
tower (6), the plan of which, alone of the four original corner-towers, has been

Mol sille ) 3
fully revealed by excavation. The tower was designed to archery fire in =

elsa
wide arc from the outer face of the K. wall to that of the E, curtain, anderqvided

accommodation and storage space, 'Ifae—prebablllty that the rooms in the touer—-wg;:e
————Biy . o _

ee—dlha nnavision of a small 1atr1ne chamber (w:L“th OI‘lbl" al
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weznonyneat. e rod in Fedz cere and is occupied by a private dwelling and fernm-
yard.i’ SO Tour oF THE CASTLE
<

p=—— The v151tor approaches Greencastle through the carpark at the SE. side and
passes over the eastern, outer defences of the castle., The large bank (1) sloping up
from the carpark to the W. is meinly artificial and consists of clay and rock chips
cleared from the site of the castle prior to construction (numbers in brackets refer
to locations on the site plan), Immediately within the bank is a massive rock=-cut
diten (2), 7m. wide and 3.5m. deep, which surrounded the castle, The ditch on the E,
side nhas been cleared of its fill of medieval rubbish and rubble in recent excav-
ations, bui elsewhere around the perimeter its line is invisible (the farmhouse on
the W, stands on it), al though its position has been checked by smell excavations,
The function of the ditch was twofold: it served as a quarry to provide stone for
the #&w and its proximity to the base of the curtzin wall, immediately withir,
effectively increased the height of the wall by the depth of the ditch, It is
possible that the castle-builders hoped that the ditch would serve as a wet moat

as the excavations revealed a small but complete masonry dam (3) immediately . of
tie path crossing the ditch., Tne dam, with an unquarried rock counterpart on the S,
side of the castle, appears to have been intended to prevent water in the ditch from
running out at the one point on the perimeter, the SE. angle, where its edges
plunged lower than elsewhere,

The pata skirts a small outcrop of rock on the righi-hand side and on this
siood the SE. angle-tower (4), of which only slight traces have teen found in excave
ation, It is 1mporta t to note that the angle-towers and the connecting curtein wall
egpmnﬂmiﬁwsrﬁvfor.:ai the

| main defence of the castle, Thue towers and wall were pernaps 6 or Tm. high, and

would \wave

Wepedd originally -Bewe almostﬂpzdden the keep from the site of the present carpark,

The line of the E. curtain wall (5) can be seen running northwards to the LE, angle-

tower (6), the plan of which, alone of the four original corner-towers, has been

Male sile . b e
fully revealed by excavation, The tower was designed to archery fire in

m

| \ss
wide arc from the outer face of the N. wall to that of the E, curtain, anderovided
accommodation and storage space. @he—prebab}lity that the rooms in. thegiouer_@g,e

residential is shown by the provision of a small latrine chamber Lwith orlglnal

cobbled floor) at ground floor level on the E;"gfaéiffﬁﬁt there wag another in the
floor above is shown by the préééﬁéé of a second latrine chute running tarough the
uhickness of- 1ﬁé'gésonry from the floor above, Yet a third latrine seems to have
begn—prov;ded outside the tower on the N,, pernape so thail & wall-walk sentiry need
C::égi leave his post or disturb the occupants of the towe;ic%he S. wall of tie tower
facing into the ward was adapted as the i, end of a rectangulaer building, little
trace of which survives, which also Gﬁ:gkaad the inside of the E, curtain as one of
its long walls. From the NE, tower the lower courses of the N, curtain can be seen
running to the remains of the IW, tower (7), which are incorporated in the modern

fermhouse and which were of similar plan to the NE, tower.

2e
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The back of the farmhouse visible from the keepLForresponds approximately with
the outside of the W. curtain wall, and leads the eye to the tall surviving fragment
of the SW. corner-tower (8) which gives some impression of the original height of
the outer defences, The original entrance through the outer wall of the castle may
have been adjacent to, or part of, this tower on the E, side.

, Before entering the keep through the modern §g2$3§me at bﬂé SE, angle, the
remains of other medieval buildings in the courtyard shoula be noted: To the N, of
the keep are fragments of 13th-century buildings (9) it chpwﬁ$g~been‘bu1itfas
temporary dwellings for the castle-builders, but @pdoh con tlnux\ah in use for most of
the castle's history. SW. of the keep is a much-al tered medieval single-storey
building, now used as a barn (10). Between this building and the keep are the

foundations (revealed in excavations, now restored) of a fore-building (11) attached

colected opd
to the keep. This would havglglver access to the or¢glnalL?Hirance W HRE Mdap at
first=-floor level. Fragments of the mouldings of this entirance can be seen towards

skl
the W, end of the S. wall, The original entrance was replacedaon@e at first-floor

level by another m, to the E.,, and remnants (jamb stones) of yet anotier early
door &t cround floor level, entered throush the fore-building Yo BiS\EAL), car

zlsoc be seen,

by
The keep (12) was rectangular in plan, two storeys high, and 18m, Z B+ 4m,
internally on plan, with walls almost 2m. thick, It has shallow pilaster buttresses
at the angles with quoins of calcareous tufa and a bold base-latiter. Yh—wéers

el-vaul ted apari-

cobbledpathhas—been constructed around the-ouisidef§?§§;6é Barr
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The back of the farmhouse visible from the lzeechorresponds approximately with
the outside of the W, curtein wall, and leads the eye to the tall surviving fragment
of the Sd. corner-tower (8) which gives some impression of the original height of
the outer defences, The original entrance through the outer wall of the castle may
have been adjacent to, or part of, this tower on the E. side. .

+ Before entering the keep through the modern me at ‘hﬂ: SE. angle, the
remains of other medieval buildings in the courtyard should be noted: To the N. of
the keep are fragments of 13th-century buildings (9),wgz:gfmggggéﬁgwheen—%ui}t~as
temporary dwellings for the castle-builders, but @rdci continuiaﬁin use for most of
the castle's history. SW. of the keep is a much-altered medieval single-storey
building, now used as a barn (10)., Between this building and the keep are the
foundations (revealed in excavations, now restored) of a fore-building (11) attached
to the keep., This would havgzﬁgt;\"rt;m;‘ccess to the origina.l‘:é'ﬁ?trance VRS Mdap at
first-floor level, Fragments of the mouldings of this entrance can be seen towards
the W, end of the S, wall, The original entrance was replacedﬁérﬂ\;e at first-floor
level by another m, to the E., and remnants (jamb stones) of yet anotier early
door at ground floor level, entered through the fore—building’@E§;E%3T3§%€%; carn
also be seen, ;3
The keep (12) was rectangular in plan, two storeys high, and 18m, I 8+4m,

internally on plan, with walls almost 2m, thick. It has shallow pilaster buttresses

ments were constructed at ground floor level perhaps in the/i;th céﬁtury.'Tnere Were
originally eight embrasures giving access to loops in,tﬁé'walls. The inner edges
were originally dressed with red sandstone, but some have been bloczed by the
inserted vaults and stairs, and others have been adapted to the use of firearms by
conversion to double-splayed loops. Tne dﬁarway in the W. wall with a musketry loop
in the lintel is the 15th-century entrance to the keep, and in the 16th century tais
connected directly with the large house which was built in part as a lean-to against
the W, face of the keep, BXcavations to the W. of the keep have fevealed foundations
of medieval walls, now 6overed over,

Abutting the W. wall of the keep are the remains of a two-storey 16th-century
house (13) and, on the S, side, between the barn (10) and tne keep, are the remains

of a massive chimney stack of this building, A door communicated with the 1€th-

~century house and the keep at first=floor level, | A= conkn

A ~~— The first floor of the keep is reacned by a flight ongtairs PR A Bogas in
the SV, angle. This was the main hall of the castle and would have been used for
dining and administrative purposes. Facing the original entrance in the S, wall are
the remains of an early doorway in the N. wall, which probably communicated with
the . curtain or the 13th-century buildings (9) standing between the keep and the
L e ; . : Spenings
I.. curtain. The original windows have been much altered by subseguent 8@5—“;&1‘.& and

e
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fireplaces, but an the N, wall are the remains of three narrow original windows,

the easternmost being raised, indicating the possibility of a dais at the E, end of

the hall, At .the E. end of the S, wall are the remains of an early fireplace, and
tnern is a small latrlne chamber in the PE. angEE::) rww o

L__;The large rectangular window apergéigé are of 16th-century date and originzlly
had sandstone transoms and mullions, some of which, grooved for glass, were found
during excavation., Their insertion destroyed the lower parts of some narrow 15th-
century windows, the best preserved of which is at the E, end of the S. wall, The
large fireplace in the middle of the S, wall dates from the 16th century; to the E,
of this, a straight joint is all that remeins of z 151ih-century opening. On the
inner face of the E. wall are traces of the weathering of two successive ridged
roofs, presumably of 1ﬁthﬂpr 16th—cnnturv date.

\e e ®pmer appearance of the/?;zep aateu to the 15th century when the E'\ffiw'
walls were heightened and turrets added at the angles., Access tothe upper f&ezrs is
by the spiral staircase;ié%fii%%j?zn the S, angle, This leads to the wall=walk on
the S, wall (on‘to which the roof sloped, the water draining out throuch a row of
a-pk;!&:agiu r'Jt:*ac-:* 15 n'a'IJ.)m%wi:)t, and to a mural passage in the W, wall
and thus to a chamber in the NW, angle. There is a similar passage in the E, wall,
end stairs against the I, and S. walls lead to the upper chambers in the NE., and SL.

turrets. Latrines were provided at roof level in the MW. and SE. turrets, reached

W steizs frou tie VELl-Fall. [ exCAVARSR EVIhewmCE

<---— Recent excav::.tlons of the outer defences in conjunction with conservation wc
have produced much evidence for the vicissitudes of the (é-ég;ees and many “smeai finds
of equipment used by ithe garrison, including wheel-thrown pottery of English style,
local hand-made cooking vessels, and sherds of Continentzal origin., Iron objects such
as kmives, tools and arrowheads were also found, including a set of possibly 14th-

century 'table' knives, Parts of the original battlements of the E. curtain were

‘el#idg found collapsed inte the ditch, -and some of these have been reassembled at the
B, side of the cerpark to show the appearance of the original battlemented wall-

o
walk, which crowned the 516.5. high curtain walls,
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GRESNCASTLE, CO DOWN =~ EXCAVATION REPORT

From November 1970 to May 1971 that part of the ditch on the east side of Greencastle
which lies within state ownership wes excavated and conserved., Prior to this
excavation the ditch was investigated here by a triel cutting in 1951 and its inner
edge was located on the north side for a considerable length. early in 1970 during
clesrance connected with comservation work on the north curtvain. On the east only
& slight depression outside the line of the curtain indicated the position of the
ditch. ILast winter a 130' length of the rock-cut feature was cleared of an aversge
of 12' depth of accumulated rubble and occupation debris and hes now been conserved
and lef't open for public inspection. The ditch was rock cut, ranparellel to the x
curtain outside a narrow irregular berm and had & roughly flat bottom and evenly
sloping sides. It might be described as a truncated V in section.

¥
The stratigraphy of' the excavated section was fairly uniform, the lowest layer up to
A' 6" thick and in places absent (due to irregularities in the ditch bottom) consisted
of clean rock spalls with sherds of large portions of 3 glazed jugs scattered over
long lengths of the ditch bottom. This was covered by loose rubble &' thick at the
south shaellowing to isolated blocks at the north end and apparently derived from
collapse or demolition of the east curtain. (The rubble of the curtain was also
located in trial sections of the north side and on the south). This in turn was
covered by layers of occupation debris, occurring in clearly defined dumps emensating
from vithin the ward and apparently not at a time when the curtain was high enough
to prevent rubbish from being tipped out in large quantities. These stratified layers
produced large guantities of many diff'erent types of everted-rim cooking pottery (no
English-style glazed pottery) some approaching classic "crannog ware" in style. There
were parts of more than 25 iron knives, some with bone handles and bronze rivets and
mounts still in pluce end marny domestic iron objects including hooks, nails, pins,
needles, hammers, reaping-hooks, chisels etec. These deposits are all presumably eerly
medieve]. The only coln found came [rom a very high layer probably associated with the
robbing out of the remaining stump of the east curtainand was of early 17th century
date. A fine bronze rowel-spur bearing incised decoration was found in the topsecil
‘and is 15th-16th century in date.

‘The excavation also revealed that the slight bank outside the ditch is artificial and

has been filled in at one point to a depth of over 12' into what appears to be an
original quarry contiguous with the ditch. The partially re-iilled floor of the
"quarry" was used as an open-air workshop during the construction of the castle,
Historical research subsequent to the excavation hes shown that it may be possible to
date exactly the infilling of the main ditch with rubble and thus provide & veiry close
date for the English-style pottery sealed under it.

 C Lynn

September 1971



%< GREENCASTLE, CO, DOWN, (0.S.N.I. GRID REF, J.247118)

A small trial-trench was opened across the line of the ditch on the
south side of the castle at the point when one might have expected to find a
dam~like feature corresponding to that revealed previously in the 1, ditech,
No masonry structure was found but the rock, here much harder than on the E,
had apparently been lef't unquarried across the line of the ditch. The solid
rock was encountered 9ft. higher than it should have if the ditch bottom had
run through at this point at a depth similar to that on the E, side, The rock
spanning the ditch-line was at precisely the same level as the top of the

b & ‘ dam'on the east side, The cutting was not wide enough to indicate the

THE RESULTI
immediate extent of this apparent risc in the ditch bottom however it-does

SUPPORT THE CONTENTUUN
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indieste that the wall spanning the ditch on the east side could have been
designed to function hydrostatically as a dam, C .ff. ’—:jm
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‘QEENCASTLE (figs. 136, 137, 138; plates 45~

0.5. b7. Grid ref. 247118

"L e castle stands on a low outcrop of rock some

0o yards N. of the shore of Carlingford Lough, and
~bout 450 yards E. of the motte (No. 476). It was a
royal castle, commenced about the middle of the
13th century, since it appears to have been approach-
ing completion, at least in part by 1261, in which
year payments are recorded for timber, roofing
shingles and lead. To this period belongs the whole
of the main layout of the castle, including the cur-
tain wall with its angle towers and the keep together
probably with other buildings within the ward. The
castle was held in the custody of the de Burghs as
Earls of Ulster; it was captured by Edward Bruce in
1816, but was subsequently recovered and garri-
soned for the King. In the disorders which befell
the province after the murder of William de Burgh
in 1333 the castle appears to have been fully en-
gaged, despite the fact that in an inquisition of this
date, it is described as ‘worth nothing beyond the
charges of upkeep’; in 1335 its defences were
strengthened by the addition of six ballistae and
about this time the castle was besicged by the Irish

Down 57:3
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The purpose of the excavation was to recover information about the plan of the 33,
corner-tower and the southward extent of the E; curtain, Neither feature was visible
before excavation, and it was assumed that the bedrock lay only a few inches below the
present surface, It was hoped, as in the case of the NE., angle tower, that sufficient
would remain of the 3E. tower-footings to enable its reconstruction with confidence in
vlan and to pvermit the construction of a safety wall along the line of the original
walling, In view of the earlier excavations in this position Udaterman and Collins 1952,
93) it was felt possible that in fact no worthwhile remains could survive.

A trench, c.’ ? M. by'\g m., was laid out in southward proclongation of the line
of the E, curtain (see attached Fig.1). This succeeded in finding the position of a
robber-trench, first located further to the N. in 1971-2, which evidently resulted from
complete removal of the E, curtain footings, perhaps in the early 17th century. The
existence of this trench and, parallel with its W, (inner) face, a line of mortar
droppings apparently from its construction, enables us to reconstruct a further 35" m.
of the lire of the curtain wall with accuracy (Wall A, Fig.1).

The artificial deposits behind, over and in front of the curtain wall amounted to
more than 1m., in places and not less than 50cm, At no point in the trench, except at the
extreme S. and E., did we encounter the natural subsoil (rock), and all of the super-
imposed deposits are stratified and archaeological, The result has been that we have
been unable in the week available to complete the excavation and recording of the trench,
and a further 1 week of work will be necessary to do this.

At the mid-point of the trench, an original medieval wall (Wall B) ran in from the
W, at right angles to the line of the curtain, and may have been flat-butted against
the back of it., Further S., the level of the ground surface became lower and thne robber-
trench for the E. curtain disappeared. An occupation surface and stone-filled pit (so
far unexcavated) occupied a larse provortion of the area of the S. half of the trench,
and the rock outcropped at the S, and Z. ends., It would appear that the excavation of
the 'thin soil covering of the outcroo' in the 1951 excavations was limited only to the
extreme S, and E, edges of the outcrop.

Finds from the layers so far excavated have been entirely medieval in character:

sherds of glazed jugs (2 from Saintonge), an iron buckle, a horseshoe, nails, etc., and
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7/ a considerable number of animal bones, A large portion of a human skull was found

immediately outside the line of the curtainj t@is iso%ated skull could relate to

several others found in earlier excavations in the ditch which had perhaps been exhibit-
ed on the curtain wall., All these finds and the layers in which they were found testify
to the amount of archaeology still surviving on the site of the tower. The pcssibility
of recognizing an occupation layer clearly post-dating the demolition of the tower is
also very important,

In order to fully examine the area likely to contain remains of the tower, the area
under excavation would have to be trebled.(}lthough the purpose of the work is to un-
cover foundations‘of the tower to enable its plan to be reconstructed, this cannot bve
achieved by minimal digging along the likely lines of its walls; the surviving fabric
of the tower must be related to the surrounding archaeological deposits})lt.is possibvle,
however, that sufficient walling'remains to enable reconstruction of parts of the tower
plan at least, If, in view of the increased volume of work required, it is still consid-
ered.wﬁrth proceeding with the excavation (and I would like to finish what I've started),
it would probably take a further 3 weeks to finish, I will have to return to Greencastle
for a further week in any event to finish excavation and recording of the trench already
opened, This work should be brought to a conclusion one way or the other as soon as
possible, and I propose to return to Greencastle on 3rd May or earlier, either for one

week to finish the already-opened trench, or for 2-3 weeks to examine some more of the

early walling exposed. (:‘ Zc‘;?w‘

/?‘r‘é’?_ Gedelia
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GRESNCASTLE, CO DOWN = EXCAVATION REPORT

From November 1970 to May 1971 that part of the ditch on the east side of Greencastle
which lies within state ownership wes excavated and conserved. Prior to this
excavation the ditch was investigated here by a trial cutting in 1951 and its imner
edge was located on the north side for a considerable length early in 1970 during
clearance connected with conservation work on the north curtain. On the east only
& slight depression outside the line of the curtain indicated the position of' the
ditch. Last winter a 130' length of the rock-cut feature was cleared of an avercge
of 12' depth of accumulated rubble and occupation debris and has now been conserved
and left open for public inspection. The ditech was rock cut, ranparallel to the
curtain outside a narrow irregular berm and had & roughly flat bottom and evenly
sloping sides. It might be described as a truncated V in section.

]
The stratigraphy of the excavated section was fairly unif'orm, the lowest layer up to
A* 6" thick and in places absent (due to irregularities in the ditch bottom) consisted
of clean rock spalls with sherds of large portions of 3 glazed jugs scattered over
long lengths of the ditch bottom. This was covered by loose rubble 8' thick at the
south shallowing to isolated blocks at the north end and apparently derived from
collapse or demolition of the east curtain. (The rubble of the curtain was also
located in trial sections of the north side and on the south). This in turn was
covered by layers of occupation debris, occurring in clearly defired dumps emenating
from within the ward and epparently not at a time when the curtein was high enough
to prevent rubbish from being tipped out in large quantities, These stratified layers
produced large quantities of many different types of everted-rim cooking pottery (no
English-style glazed pottery) some approaching classic "crannog ware" in style. There
were parts of more than 25 iron knives, some with bone handles and bronze rivets and
mounts still in place end marny domestic iron objects including hooks, mails, pins,
needles, hammers, reaping-hooks, chisels etc. These deposits are all presumebly early
mediewal. The only coin found came from a very high layer probably associated with the
robbing out of the remaining stump of the east curtainand was of early 17th century
date., A fine bronze rowel-spur bearing incised decoration was found in the topsoil
and is 15th-16th century in date.

The excavation also revealed that the slight bank outside the ditch is artificial and
has been filled in at one point to a depth of over 12' into what appears to be an
original quarry contiguous with the ditch. The partially re-filled floor of the
"quarry" was used as an open-air workshop during the construction of the castle,
Historical research subsequent to the excavation has shown that it may be possible to
date exactly the infilling of' the main ditch with rubble and thus provide a very close
date for the English~style pottery sealed under it.

C Lynn

September 1971
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On a rocky outcrop commanding the mouth of Carlingford Lough with Carlingford Castle

clearly visible. This was the site of a royal castle, built in the 13th century,with an eventful

history. It was besieged and taken by Edward Bruce in 1316, attacked and spoiled by the

Irish at least twice in the later 14th century and it was maintained as a garrison, by Queen

Elizabeth up to 1590.

The castle is approached from the S,(;cross an impressive rock-cut ditch, partly excavated ==Y

‘0
and left open. Excavations revealed the ditch to be some 71m wide at the lip, 3 m wide at

|-]  the flat-bottomed base and up to 3.5 m deep. The curtain wall with-feur original Kéem\g:}f b Joor

) g"ea&u

towers enclosed a trapezoidal area measuring roughly 50 m E-W by 40 m transversely, but ka

it is badly ruined &&c‘t}nly the bases of two of the towers, the NE and N\@E:rl:arly visible.
The large rectangular keep is 13th century in date but with substantial 15th and 16th
century alterations. It measures 18 m by 8.5 m intemally with 1.8 m thick walls. It was
originally entered through a ﬁrst floor door in the S[wall protected by a forebuilding. A
ground floor door in the W/wall is a 15th century alteration and a rough gap near the SE
angle is a late forced entry. The cross walls dividing the ground floor into three vaults are
also 15th century insertions. At first floor level was the great hall with late medieval
windows and fireplace and a latrine in the NE corner. The upper part of the keep with mural
passages, wall walks and angle turrets are a 15th century remodelling.

Fragments of other buildings in the castle ward include part of a long rectangular structure

SW of the keep.
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SUMMARY REPORT ON EXCAVATIONS 1982

GREENCASTLE, Co.Down _ The SE,corner-tower (May 1982). No trace of this
building survived above ground level but the completion of conservation work
and the need to provide a safety barrier reguired excavation of the site.

A small part of the area had been excavated in 1957 and revealed only a
short length of surviving masonry (now known to be part of the internal

wall-face).
The 1982 excavations revealed:

Mg that the tower foundations for the most part had been deliberately removecd

on one or more occasions in the distant past (perhaps 16th-17th century);

g that the perimeter of the rocky promontory had been reducecd in area

by ouarrying;

Ze that a series of stratified deposits had accumulated within the ground
floor of the tower with, at an intermediate level, a carefully laid

cobbled floor;

L. that the projecting outer wall of the tower, which was either D-shaped
or. plar externally (like the others) or three-guarter-round,was completely
removec apart from, a. some well-preserved lengths of base batter, lower

down the slope of the promontory, and, b. some short straight lengths of the
inner, pclygonal wall face comprising only a few contiguous mortared stones
in situ. These traces can not be linked sufficiently accurately to enable the
ground-plan of the front of the tower to be laic out in stone,but a fence
could be positioned on its approximate line and & recenstruction can be giver
on paper. This confirms earlier assumptions that the tower was similar

tc that on the NE. but probably lacked .& ground-floor.latrine-chamber;

iy inat the ground-plan of the back of the tower could be recovered in

fror clearly-definec robber trenches, the edres of a mortar floor anc

stential pieces of surviving masonry ur to 60 em. high, particularly or
the l.. and including 2 door-wey. The points of junction with the robbed-out

£, &8nc L, curtzin walls could alsc be deternined. This showed thest the



back of the tower was probably angular with a door to the N. and the
straight W. wall perhaps forming the gable of a building built against the

S. curtain.

€. Finds from the excavation were relaztively few: some scraps of iron,
several sherds of coarse hand-made cooking pot and some tiny fragments

of Saintonge pottery.
CONCLUSION

The excavation was valugble in firmly establishing the line of the
vanished S. end of the E. curtain (which can be re-built) and in producing
good evidence for the plan of the SE. corner-tower. At the edge of the
ditch, where it was hoped that the projecting curved wall of the tower might
be re-constructed, insufficient evidence survived for accurate estimation
of the wall-line. On the other hand, where the line of the back of the
tower could be traced reliably, and indeed substantisl masonry survived,
the subsequent overburden of archaeological deposits was as much as 2 m.
The result is that the back of the tower can not be reconstructed without
extensive excavation in the SE. of the ward to establish an appropriate,

approximately original, ground level.
GRANSHA MOUND, Co. Down

The mound was first excavated in 1972 and a copy of the original summary

of that excavation is attached.

£t the end of the 1872 excavation it was acreed witl the landowner that the
surviving part of the mound could be allowed to remairn intact,and surplus
spoil from the excavated arez was used to revet the unexcavated vertical
section of the mound. A guantity of toﬁsoi: and gravel wac supplied to the
farmer via & local contractor to compensate for not using the materiasl of
the mound.

Ir 197¢ during a field=-club vieit to the site (which lies in a relatively
inaccessible position not visible from a2 public road) it was noted that the
owner had removed all of the dumped revetment from the damaged face of the
ménument, together with a further section of unexcavated archaeological

deposits. After discussion with Mr Stuart, he once agzin agreed to leave



# GREENCASTLE, CO DOWN (03 N,I, GRID REF J247118)

A small trial-trench was opened across the line of the ditch on the south side of
the castle at the point where one might have expected to find a dam-like feature
corresponding to that revealed previously in the E ditch, No masonry structure was
found but the rock, here much harder than on the E, had apparently been left
unquarried across the line of the ditch, The solid rock was encountered 9 £t higher
than it should have if the ditch bottom had run through at this point at a depth
similar to that on the E side, The rock spanning the ditch-line was at precisely
the same level as the top of the dam on the east side, The cutting was not wide
eniough to indicate the immediate extent of this apparent rise in the ditch bottom
hovever the results support the contention that the wall spanning the ditch on the
east side could have been designed to function hydrostetically as a dam.

#* See previous years 1970, 1971
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At length the “Rosgh-Catha™” (battle-call) was sounded, anc-
Conn marched forth from Northern Iveagh at the head of his troops
and made for Narrow-Water Castle, as there was a double debt to
pay there.

On reaching the stronghold he fiercely attacked the outwork:.
his clansmen wading through the deep moat that then protected it
to the landward side, and dashing into the river that washed its
walls to the west, they swarmed like wasps round all sides of the
doomed Keep, raising their scaling ladders and mounting to beard
the lions in their den. The arquebuses of the garrison roared forth
with leaden hail on the devoted clansmen as they attacked the outer-
defences at all points, shouting their fierce battle-cry “Shanbodach
Abu,” and undaunted by the defenders’ ring of spears and the steady
fire of the garrison, they scaled the walls and leaped in amongst
them, crashing helmets and skulls with their battleaxes. The defen-
ders recoiled from the attack and retreated to the main building,
but the Clan Aongus entered with them, killing them on the stairs
and in the rooms. The Warden and remnant of his men retreated
to the battlements, and the victors pressed up after them, and with
their long spears forced them out over the awful brink. Some were
dashed to death in the courtyard below and some fell across the
outer walls. The Warden was last to go, and preferring death by
drowning, he shot out over the river, turned in the air and fell
His bright armour flashed for a moment, he struck the water and
sank, where the harper and the girl had sunk to death, in the dark
rushing tide.

Often in the storm the harp-music is heard mingling with the
sound of the waves at the “Harper’s Ferry”; the shadow-figure of
Lassara floats down from the Castle-top, and the harp-notes cease as
she sinks bencath the Narrow-Water.

Dgtn,dc ;?»\a Crmq@ (e
THE HIDDEN BELL OF BRONACH

FERGUS, THE young chieftain of Glen Secis, rode forth one morn-
ing in spring, attended by his retainers and wolf- hounds, to hunt
the wild red deer in the fastnesses of the Mourne Mountains. Soon
they succeeded in starting a hind, and the chase led them far away
to the Deer’s Meadow, and just as the deer was brought down and
slaughtered, a storm of great violence broke upon them, and the
whole party were obliged to seek shelter inside a great cave mouth,
which they opportunely came on, just as the fierce storm assailed
them.

While watching the storm rage across the Deer’s Meadow from
their safe retreat in the cave entrance, they noticed an enormous
stag, his head surmounted with great antlers, branching out widely.
He was braving the storm, climbing the steep side of a high mountain
opposite, straining every sinew in his mighty efforts, and making
large boulders roll far down below into the meadow as he went up
the steep ascent, and soon he was lost to sight in the rain clouds,
which now hung low over the mountains.

The hunters thought it the mate of the hind which they had
lately killed, and he looked such a noble animal that Fergus resolved
to capture him. He bade his giollas and retainers await his return
in the cave, and taking his favourite hound with him started in
pursuit of his quarry, soon disappearing from their sight as the deer
had done.

As Fergus worked up the side of the mountain the storm passed
away as quickly as it had come on, and when he had caught up on
the stag, and his hound had rushed forward to attack it, he was
surprised to see Chief Artan of Lecale, with his hound, pursuing the
same deer also. The brow of Fergus darkened when he saw him,
for between the people of Artan and the clan of Fergus there was at
present bitter feud.

As the two hounds attacked the great stag he turned at bay on
the mountain top, and gave vent to a great bellow, which is only
given when hard pushed or wounded to death, and the stag appeared
to be badly wounded, although he had made such heroic efforts to
escape. The dogs sprang at him again, but he was now thoroughly
infuriated and gored to death with his sharp antlers the hound of
Artan, who seeing his hound killed by the enraged beast fired his
javelin at the stag, but killed instead the hound of Fergus, which was
still hanging on to the stag.

Then a wild rush of anger came over Fergus, who thinking Artan
had killed his favourite hound on purpose, on account of their feud,
and being very quick of temper, he fitted an arrow to his bow and
fired at Artan, hitting him in the breast, when he fell and rolled
down the mountain side, until his body caught against a small
mountain ash tree, and held there.

Fergus turned about, and slinging the dead body of his loved
hound across his shoulders, made his way back to his attendants,
like one demented, crazed with grief, and not caring what became of
himself, the stag, or the body of Artan, the chief of his hated rival
clan. So great was his grief for the hound, that he felt gratified at
having killed the dog's slayer, and avenged his death, so terrible was
his raging anger.
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GREENCASTLE FAIR

“Who has ere had the luck to see Greencastle Fair,
A Mourneman all in his glory was there.”

GREENCASTLE VILLAGE lies on the shores of Mill Bay, an incurve
of Carlingford Lough, nearly opposite to Grecnore. Its castle was an
important stronghold during the wars, and the town once the capital
of the Mourne Kingdom, while its fairs were the most famous in
Ulster, for buying or selling, and for frolic and diversion they
rivalled, if they did not exceed, the great Donnybrook itself.

The old castle, which gives name to the place, was built by De
Courcey, and after his death it was fortified and garrisoned by his
rivals, the Burkes, under Richard, who founded Carlingford Abbey.
1t is a good example of the early Norman-Irish Castle, a high ree-
tangular building, with square towers at the angles. Inside, the
ground floor is black and dismal as a dungeon, having no windows or
loop-holes to light it. The second storey is supported by massive
arches and a spiral stone stairway leads to the battlements, from
whence a glorious view of the mountains, Lough, and surrounding
country can be obtained.

Two famous marriages are recorded as having been celebrated
within its walls in 1312, that of Maurice FitzThomas and Catherine,
daughter of “The Red Earl of Ulster”, and the other of Thomas
FitzJohn, second Earl of Kildare, to Lady Joan, another daughter of
the Earla Ruadh.

The Castle was stormed and captured by the Clan MacGuinness
in the year 1343, it was afterwards restored, and in 1356 it is re-
corded that the constable, William De Down, received pardon for
having imprisoned in the dungeon of Greencastle, a girl named
Rosea, the daughter of Richard Foy. The hoary Keep still towers
above the “Mui Leann Loughan” (Little Bay of the Mill), though
the “Pale” it once guarded is gone for ever, and the warring races
of Celt and Norman-French have blended in peace.

'Tis said that one of the great Gaelic fairs was held at Green-
castle in ancient times, as the Fair-Green was called “Clonaenach-
more”, the Great Fair Meadow. These celebrated fairs were altended
by traders from all parts of Europe, Hellenic speakers coming from
Marseilles and other places. The King of the province presided in
state, during the six days which they lasted. The Irish Fairs more
resembled the Isthmian, than the Olympic festivals of the Greeks,
as intellectual contests were added to the physical; poets, story-
tellers and musicians competing with one another, as well as the
chariot-drivers and jockeys; and the teams representing the different
clans, in hurling and other Gaelic games.

Three markets were fenced off apart from the arena — the
market of live stock and horses, the market for food and clothes,
and the market for foreign merchants. The most famous fairs in
ancient Ireland were Carmen, Tailltenn, and Ushnagh. The fair at
Greencastle was revived by Arthur Bagnal, under patent granted by
James the First in 1613, when it was held on 12th January and 12th
August. It was sometimes called “Ram Fair” on account of a custom
that prevailed for a good while of enthroning a great ram, high on
top of the old Green Castle's walls, when he presided over the

Go

greatest sheep fair in South Down, where thousands of his bleating
subjects from the surrounding mountains were penned in flocks
beneath him, and jolly crowds of people of the Fair came to pay
him homage, crying out “The King of the Benns” for ever, and
never did the Golden Ram of old receive greater homage from his
worshippers than did the Mourne Ram, from the jolly crowds who
came to the carnival at Greencastle.

The Irish fair of today is a grave and serious affair, compared
to what it was half-a-century ago when the people were not afraid
to enjoy themselves in the open, threw dull care aside, for a time,
and forgot the sorrows of life. The market report was always the
same — stock, searce; whiskey, in abundance; fun, good supply.
Oh! Greencastle Fair, your like was not under the sun.

The people left their homes at dawn, coming from all arls and
parts, dressed in all the extravagant dlsplay of thmr Sunday-best
clothes, and d ding on Gr tle for and frolic.
Every road led to the Fair, and every road was black with people,
hastening thither, and the sea too, was doited with boals, yawls,
and yachts, bringing pcople from the Louth shore, and distant
places outside the Bar, far along the coast. Old men and women,
bouchals and colleens, all packed together and calling gaily to each
other as the boats passed, and the boatmen rowed their best or
tacked and sailed to beat each other to the Mill Bay Feis.

Some farmers drove their cattle and pigs in the night before,
and stabled them there, to rest them and have them look their best
on Fair morning; others came at daybreak in farm carts, jaunting
cars, donkey carts, and low-backed cars, bringing mescins of butter,
baskets of eggs, and lots of fowl — geese, ducks, hens, and turkeys
— in crates, or slung over the cart-side, with gaping mouths and
dizzy heads, as they were jolted along the roads, and the shrill
squeaks of squalling suckers were borne on the breeze from high-
topped carts and floats.

All the farmers who came in with stock were not there for
business, however, for many a man drove in a lcan-looking pig or
an ancient cow, or steed, all skin and bone, merely as a pretext to
get the day at the fair. They never were sold, but lay all the time
under the hedges around the Fair Green, while their owners spent
the day dancing on the boards to the music of bagpipe or fiddle, or
smoked, drank and sung in the tents.

By noon the Green near the Castle was alive with people, all
thrilling with the excitement of the carnival. There were gipsy-vans
with fortune-tellers and astrologers, the star-gazers foretelling the
future, and recounting the most secret events in their clients’ past
lives; there were platforms where wrestling bouts took place, and
arenas where the “noble art” of self-defence was taught, and boxing
exhibitions given; recruiting parties beat their drums and marched
about with flaunting ribbons, in all the glory of their war-paint, to
capture the hearts of the bouchals, while soft with the uiscebauch,
and induce them to take the soldier’s shilling and march to fame and
glory; there were wood-turners, selling wooden spoons, trenchers,
churns, €gg-cups, ladders and every vnrlety of wooden articles;
there were brog ts, and travelling tinkers
— regular outlaws in dnnk, who were feared and avoided by the
people; there were refreshment “bothans” and stalls, with rich
cakes, ginger-bread, a great variety of sugar goods, and other tempt-
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ing edibles, arranged for the inspection of purchasers; and here
the rustics would treat their colleens and rest after the dances,
which consisted of Irish jigs, reels and hornpipes, and the famous
“Shillelagh Dance” was executed to the music of the Irish bagpipes,
by a number of men armed with sticks, who crossed and recrossed
them, placing them in different positions relative to each other, and
presenting the most complicated figures imaginable; also showing
the art of attack and defence, and the rapid twirl of the shillelagh on
their finger-tips proved them to be well advanced in the science of
the stick. This dance is thought to be derived from an Irish war-
dance, only that the stick was substituted for the sword, and the
modern sword-dance, which consists of throwing the weapons on the
ground and the dancer hopping over them, is a mere travesty on the
original dance, which is of the most animated and thrilling character.

The ancient Gaelic dances always meant something, which
cannot be said of the modern ones that have superseded them, and
are “nothing but limping and twisting”, and destitute of all purpose,
as meaningless and poor as the modern popular musie, to which they
are danced.

Bands of musicians went through the Fair supplying the dance-
music, in addition to the pipers and fiddlers stationed in the tents,
and as the day wore on the men got a more devil-may-care appear-
ance, and once in a while a couple of rival factions — like the
Capulets and Montagues on the Continent — would meet, and have
a sel-to wilh lhe sticks, but rarely doing each other any injury,
their knowledge of the weapon was so perfect; and the partizans of
cach faction would not interfere with an outsider, who had nothing
to do with their ancient feud, which was handed down from father
to son, for generations, perhaps.

The feis of fun and frolic lasted well into the following morning,
when the carnival ceased, and the patiently-waiting animals would
start upon the return journey, knowing well what they were brought
for, and by this time they had to lead their masters, and show them
the way home.

As all the world and their wives went to the festival, it was
considered a great disappointment, if by any chance, one was
deprived of the day’s pleasure and was an cxception to the rule.

“That sport held sway,
Greencastle Fair Day”.

And it is related that one dull plodding miserly farmer in
Omeath would not go himself nor allow his wife to go when she
asked him.- She said nothing, but when he went to the fields to
work she hastily dressed herself and ran to the beach, where she
boarded a boat bound for the Fair, leaving her child behind in its
cradle, and ding the day danci and enjoying herself, careless
of the result of her escapade.

When the husband returned to the house he found the cradle
overturned and the child lying on the floor. Over it stood a great
sow, which they kept and wh'ch he had let out of the style for a
run on the grass, and it had one of the child’s hands nearly eaten
off. The distracted farmer hastily snatched the babe and ran to the
doctor with it, shouting excitedly in English, a language which he
knew but imperfectly, “O doctor, doctor dear; chile ate han ofl pig.”
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“How did you let that happen, and where is the child’s mother?”
asked the doctor.

“O Castlegreen Fair, board upon dance,” was all the poor man
could say in English, although he was a fluent Gaelic speaker, which
language the doctor was totally ignorant of.

To an English speaker the man's sentences would appear to be
wrong-end first, but not so to one who understands the construction
of other languages, and of the one to which the man was used.
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length of the main stone 7 feet 2 inches, breadth 4
feet].

Fair Sheets by J. Hill Williams, October 1836

MODERN TOPOGRAPHY
Roads

The road from Rostrevor to Kilkeel and Newcastle
enters this parish at Causeway Water bridge and
runs in an easterly direction for the distance of
4 and a quarter miles to the town of Kilkeel, its
average breadth being during that distance 20
feet. It is macadamized and kept in good order,
was made and is repaired at the expense of the
county.

Coastguard Station

There is a coastguard station near Cranfield
Point, consisting of 1 officer, 1 chief boatman and
4 men.

Cranfield Old Lighthouse

The old lighthouse at Cranfield Point, built about
1804, was found not placed in a proper situation to
enable to serve as a guiding mark for vessels, was
taken down to the base, and most of the stones used
in the construction of the new lighthouse built on
a rock to the south west of the point (called
Haulbowling lighthouse).

Ballygowan Corn Mill

Ballygowan corn mill, a thatched house in good
repair situated in the townland of Ballygowan, is
held by Mrs McElevy from Lord Kilmorey. Itis an
old mill and single geared: diameter of water
wheel 14 feet, breadth 2 feet 7 inches, diameter of
cog wheel 9 feet.

NATURAL FEATURES
Streams

The Causeway water, which forms the western
boundary of the parish and separates it from the
parish of Kilbroney, takes its rise in the mountains
in the townland of Mourne Mountains West in this
parish, and after a southerly course of 4 and a half
miles falls into Carlingford Lough. [tis a small and
insignificant stream, running over a stony bed
through a valley between the Rostrevor mountains
and Rocky mountain.

osm 3(1440).

Ordnance Survey Memoirs

MobperN TOPOGRAPHY
Causeway Water Bridge

Causeway Water bridge, over the Causeway water
which separates the parishes of Kilkeel and
Kilbroney, on the road between Rostrevor and
Kilkeel, is a plain rough structure of unhewn stone
with parapets 18 feet broad and 110 feet long,
including solid masonry, consisting of 2 arches,
[signed] J. Hill Williams, October 1836.

ANCIENT TOPOGRAPHY AND ANTIQUITY
Ruins of Green Castle [Greencastle]

The ruins of Green Castle, situated in the townland
of Green Castle 220 yards to the eastward of Green
Castle Point, is amassive square ruin standing east
and west. The masonry is very rough and the
mortar used in the building consists of gravel and
shells. The quoin stones at each of the 4 outer
angles for two-thirds of the total height are differ-
ent from the stones used in the other parts of the
building, being very porous with a number of
holes, and also of a whiter colour. Thickness of
southern and western walls at the base, 6 feet 3
inches. The doorway with a circular arch is in the
southern wall near the eastern extremity. Ineach of
the 4 arches is a turret which with the walls are
battlemented. The lower part of the building con-
sists of 3 rooms with arched walls, running north
and south, formerly lighted by a loophole at each
end, and communicating together. On arriving at
the first floor there is a large square window ateach
end of the apartment, 3 in the western wall and 2 in
the southern, on each side of the fireplace. In the
turret in the southern western angle at the first floor
there is a spiral stone staircase leading to the
second storey, where are passages communicating
with the apartments in turrets. In the western and
eastern walls the passage is within the wall and
lighted by loopholes. In the south western turret,
which contains the staircase, there is an apartment
with a watch station over it, there being 2 apart-
ments and a watch station one above the other in
the remaining turrets; these rooms are square and
roofed with flat stones, some communicating with
that above by acircularskylight and in others there
is no communication.

History of Green Castle

From Ancient and modern state of county Down,
Dublin, 1774. “Green Castle, anciently reputed a
strong castle, was fortified by the Burghs, Earls of
Ulster and Lords of Connaught. It was remarkable
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for 2 ancient marriages celebrated here in 1312,
one between Maurice FitzThomas and Catharine,
daughter to the Earl of Ulster, the 5th August, and
the other between Thomas FitzJohn and another
daughter of the said earl. on the 16th of the same
month, It was destroyed by the Irish anno 1343, but
soon after repaired and better fortified. By arecord
in Bermingham Tower of the Ist of Henry IV, it
appears that both Green Castle and the castle of
Carlingford were governed by one constable, the
better to secure a communication between the
English Pale of the county of Louth and the settle-
ment of the English in Lecale and other northern
parts; and that Stephen Gernon was that year
constituted constable of both castles; for which he
had a salary of 20 pounds per annum for Green
Castle and 5 pounds per annum for Carlingford. In
1495 it was thought to be a place of such impor-
tance to the Crown that no person but of English
birth was declared capable of being constable of it.
It was a garrison in the rebellion of 1641 and
helped to bridle the insults of the Irish in those and
wild and then uncultivated parts. Walter De Lacy,
Earl of Ulster, lived at Green Castle, died 1271,
leaving Richard, called the Red Earl, Eleanor,
married to Robert Bruce, King of Scotland, Eliza,
to the Earl of Gloucester, Jane, to the Earl of

Kildare, Katharine, to the Earl of Louth, Margaret,
to the Earl of Desmond, Mary, to Lord Mullan;
Richard had 2 sons and 6 daughters.” See the
peerage of Clanricarde.

Pronuctive Economy
Fairs at Green Castle

There are 2 fairs held annually at Green Castle: the
summer fair on 12th August being attended by a
very large number of people, who resort to it
principally for amusement, dancing, drinking,
Tents are spread in the fields about the castle.

The winter fair is held on old twelfthday and is
only attended by a small number of people who
frequent it for trade, [initialled] JTHW, October
1836.

HisTory

Derivation of Names of Mountains

From Ancientand present state of county of Down,
1744, Dublin). The barony orhalf barony of Mourne
“as it is called on account of its smallness”, takes
its name from the mountains which are called in
Irish, Mor-Rinn, i.e. “the great ridge.”

Slieve Donard, which is known also by the
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FCR INFORMATION

Ext
B618/68 el

Mr Henry McElroy
Greencastle

Ballyardle
NEWRY

Co Domn /7 April 1970

Dear Mr MoElroy |
GREENCASTLE
We have received your letter of 13 April. It will |

be necessary to consult Mr Waterman. We will write ‘
again to you as soon as possible. J

Yours sincerely

e

The Seeretary

Ministry of Agrieulture
Magnet House

81-93 York Street
BELFAST

BT15 1D S uay 1971

Dear Sir

HENRY McELROY, GREENCASTLE, BALLYARDLE, NEWRY

I refer to your letter of 16 April 1971 forwarded
to us by the National Trust about proposals under
the Farm Improvement Scheme.

The work proposed by lir McElroy will not adversely
affect the Ancient Monument of Greencastle and we
theref'ore have no objection.

Yours faithfully

D. M. KENNY (
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* the E. wing is an addition to an original structure
now represented by the W. wing, but the difference
in date can be but slight and the sequence may indi-
cate no more than an alteration during construc-
tion. The evidence is seen in the setting back of the
outer face of the N. wall of the E. wing from the
corresponding face on the W., the wall of the E.
wing meeting the present internal dividing wall in
a straight joint; the presence of blocked openings
in the dividing wall, probably originally windows
lighting the W. wing; and an offset on the E. face
of the dividing wall, not corresponding to the
ground level of the E. wing, which suggests the
revetting of an excavation made when the present
dividing wall was already built. The basement of
the E. wing is of little height; there is a blocked
fireplace opening on the E., on either side of which
are cupboards, that on the N. flanked by small
splayed loops and there are two further cupboards
in the W. wall. On the N., the basement was lighted
by an opening, now blocked, and on the S. by three
windows, 2 ft. 7 in. square, originally with timber
lintels and frame, like most of the larger openings
in the building; the central window has been en-
larged into a door opening with rebuilt jambs, and
the window on the W. has been blocked. The ground
floor has a fireplace on the E. now reduced in size
with projecting chimney breast, and a second fire-
place has been roughly inserted at some period in
the N. wall. On the N. was a central window, now
blocked, with a smaller light to the W.; the S. wall
has a single central window, now reduced in width,
set in an embrasure extending to floor level. In the
E. wall are three windows set in similar tall em-
brasures; one is now blocked and another reduced
in width. At the S. end of the W. wall is a large
window embrasure, the light also reduced in width;
adjacent to this embrasure on the N. is an opening
communicating with the W. wing. The attic storey
has a fireplace and windows on the E. disposed
similarly to those on the floor below. The N. gable,
which is partially ruined, contains a central window,
flanked on the W. by a second light and on the E.
by a recess. The S. gable stands to its original height
and has a single central window; on the exterior
this window and the window below each have a
triangular pediment outlined by thin projecting
stones. At this level, the angle between the E. wall
and the 8. face of the chimney projection is bridged
by a squinch-arch. The W. wing is entered directly
from the lower ward by a door, originally with
timber frame, close to the point where the N. wall
of the house joins the W. curtain, the former meet-
ing the curtain in a straight joint; further to the E.,
adjacent to a projecting chimney breast, is the
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blocked opening of a second door, originally with
external porch, either contemporary with, or re-
placed by, the present entrance. There are fireplaces
at both ground and attic storeys; the lower has been
reduced in size, the upper has a segmental head to
the opening. At ground floor, there was originally
a window, indicated by a rebate for the wooden
frame, to the E. of the fireplace, and in the S. wall,
which has been considerably rebuilt, an original
window survives on the E. The W. wall of the
house is formed by the 15th century curtain, with
17th century patching internally, which here con-
tains two original narrow loops; the curtain was
heightened to form the W. gable and contains a
small widely splayed loop. The first floor was lighted
by three small openings on the S. and by two on
the N.; the upper parts of these lights, which were
presumably dormer windows, have been destroyed.
The profile of a small gabled roof is preserved in
outline in the harling on the inner face of the chim-
ney projection, which is crowned by a rectangular
stack.

Dundrum Castle is now preserved as an ancient
monument under the guardianship of the Ministry
of Finance. The illustration in Grose, Antiquities of
Ireland, 1 (1791), plate 1, shows that the present de-
gree of destruction had been reached by the later
18th century..

D. M. Waterman, in Ulster J. Archaeol. 14 (1951),
15—29; tbid., 21 (1958), 63-6; ibid., 27 (1964), 136-9.

842.1. GREENCASTLE (figs. 136, 137, 138; plates 45—
47) 0.s. 57. Grid ref. 247118

The castle stands on a low outcrop of rock some
300 yards N. of the shore of Carlingford Lough, and
about 450 yards E. of the motte (No. #76). It was a
royal castle, commenced about the middle of the
13th century, since it appears to have been approach-
ing completion, at least in part by 1261, in which
year payments are recorded for timber, roofing
shingles and lead. To this period belongs the whole
of the main layout of the castle, including the cur-
tain wall with its angle towers and the keep together
probably with other buildings within the ward. T

castle was held in the custody of the de Burghs as
—— 1=

Earls of Ulster; it was captured by Edward Bruce in_
1316, but was subsequently recovered and garri-
soned for the King. In the disorders which befell
the province after the QMMLEEM@
in 1333 the castle appears to have been fully en-
gaged, despite the fact that in an inquisition of this
date, it is described as ‘worth nothing beyond the
charges of upkeep’; in 1335 its defences were
strengthened by the addition of six ballistae and
about this time the castle was besieged by the Irish
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and twice relieved. In 1343 the fortress was stormed
and wrecked by the Irish but was repaired soon
afterwards and remained more or less firmly in
English hands until again wrecked in 1375 by
Magennis of Iveagh. During the following thirty
years there are frequent mentions of the constables
of the castle; of these John More (1401-8) seems to
have neglected his duties, being out of Ireland for
some years, with the result that the castle was
neither properly garrisoned nor maintained in re-
pair, the great hall of the keep being damaged for
want of a roof. There are few references to Green-
castle in the 15th century but it continued, it would
seem, to be a place of some importance, and during
this period considerable alterations were carried out
on the keep, including the insertion of vaults in the
basement and the heightening of the end walls. In
1505 the castle was granted to Gerald, Earl of
Kildare. Thirty years later it was officially described
as ‘almost destroyed’, but even so was included in
a list of castles and garrisons in 1587. Following a
Privy Seal Commission of 1539 concerning an
account of sums realised by the sale of goods from
some Irish monasteries, material from Drogheda
was assigned for the repair of the buildings of Green-
castle but the castle was again reported to be in a
‘wretched condition’ in 1549. In 1552 Greencastle
was included in a grant of lands to Sir Nicholas
Bagnall and it must have been during his owner-
ship that large windows were opened out in the first
floor of the keep and other domestic buildings, now
largely destroyed, erected adjoining it. In 1597,
Greencastle was included as one of the few garrisons
retained for the Queen in Ulster.

Despite the fragmentary condition of the curtain
wall and angle towers, the castle is of considerable
interest as the best example of fully developed 15th
century military architecture in the County. The
16th century additions and alterations to the keep
are also instructive in their approach to the later
medieval English tradition of the manor house.

The site of about 4 acres occupies the flat summit
of a low rock outcrop to which the irregular quadri-
lateral shape of the castle was accommodated, the
layout of the ward evidently having been deter-
mined by the choice of a steeply-scarped eminence
for the site of the S.E. angle tower. The castle was
enclosed by a ditch, traces of which remain on the
E.; excavations here have shown the ditch to be
rock-cut, 22 ft. wide at the lip and 10 ft. wide at the
bottom, and 12 ft. deep below the present surface.

The curtain enclosed an area measuring at maxi-
mum 170 ft. E. to W, and 130 ft. N. to S., the wall of
random rubble masonry being  ft. thick save on the
E. where apparently it was less. At the N.E. and
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N.W. angles were D-shaped towers, the complete
plan of the former having been recovered by exca-
vation in 1g951. The S.E. wall of this tower was
increased in thickness to accommodate a small
latrine chamber, with lintelled roof, lighted by a
narrow loop and entered by a low opening, with
segmental-pointed head, which is checked intern-
ally for a door; there was a second latrine chamber
at a higher level, the shaft of which can be traced,
both latrines discharging into the ditch by openings
at external ground level. Excavation revealed the
base of a further latrine projection in the angle
between the tower and the N. curtain. The found-
ations of the tower have for the most part been
destroyed, but the ingoing of a wall embrasure
survives on the E. Most of the N.W. tower has also
disappeared and the fragment remaining is incor-
porated in a modern farmhouse, but it appears to
have been similar in plan. The tower was entered
directly from the ward by an opening with seg-
mental-pointed head, from the N. ingoing of which
a narrow passage, now partially blocked, leads to a
projection in the angle of the tower and the N.
curtain. This projection, provided with a small wall
cupboard and lighted by a much damaged loop,
contains in the thickness of the wall a shaft serving
a latrine at the level of a demolished upper storey.

The S.E. tower has entirely disappeared except a
short length of foundation recovered by excavation.
At the S.W. angle of the ward is an enigmatical
structure (plate 45), possibly part of an angle tower
of D-plan, lying parallel with the S. curtain; a poly-
gonal-fronted tower, similarly placed, occurs at the
N.E. angle of Ballintubber Castle, County Roscom-
mon, a building of ¢. 1300. The S. and W. curtains
meet internally in an obtuse angle, there being at
the corner an opening through the S. curtain, with
segmental-pointed heads within and without; from
this opening a much ruined stair rises in the thick-
ness of the wall, presumably to the wall walk of the
S. curtain. The opening provided access from the
ward to the interior of the tower, the W. wall of
which, curved externally and containing a blocked
embrasure, survives in part. The tower was of three
floors, the first floor level indicated by an offset,
the upper storey by beam holes. On the E., the
junction of this tower with the S. curtain can be
traced; at ground floor is an opening, possibly a
postern of which one jamb and part of the arched
head remains, and at first floor a loop appears to
have been contrived in the angle, and at second
floor, immediately above, was apparently a door,
represented now by a jamb and part of the arched
head, leading to the wall walk of the curtain, the
angle between tower and curtain being presumably
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bridged by a squinch-arch, the springing of which is
indicated by ragging on the face of the curtain.
Behind the upper floor of the tower a stair rises
from the wall walk to roof level of the tower; the
stair is provided on the inner side with a parapet
and this, as well as the wall walk, oversails the inner
face of the S. curtain. The site of the entrance to the
castle has not been determined; it was possibly
never more than a simple gateway, and might have
been anywhere on the line of the curtain, but this
is unlikely and it would probably have had some
form of flanking defence, if only that afforded by
an adjacent tower. The original approach to the
castle probably followed the course of the present
track to the farmhouse from the direction of the
Kilkeel road, ascending parallel to the S. curtain to
the general level of the ward at the S.W. angle; a
gatehouse may therefore be looked for somewhere
on the line of the S. or W. curtain although removal
down to the very rock, particularly of the latter, has
taken place.

The keep (plate 46) is mainly a work of the mid-
13th century. It has been reconstructed twice; first,
from the style of the work, in the late 15th century
or possibly the earlier years of the 16th century, and
again about the middle of the 16th century. The 15th
century rebuilding was considerable: an entrance at
basement level replaced the original first floor
entrance, the S.W. angle was reconstructed, barrel
vaulted chambers were inserted in the basement,
whence a broad stair was provided to first floor,
original openings were blocked and new windows
and loops constructed, and both E.and W. walls of
the keep were carried up a further stage, with square

turrets rising to a higher level at the angles.

The original keep was a rectangular building of
two storeys 584 ft. by 274 ft. internally with 6 ft.
thick walls, built of random rubble with calcareous
tufa quoins (see p. 181), and dressings of this
tufa or red sandstone; it has shallow pilaster-
buttresses at the angles dying into a bold base-
batter. The original entrance is at first floor level,
towards the W. end of the S. wall; the lower dress-
ings of the W. jamb, with a much weathered roll-
moulding, alone survive, now built up in the apron
of a 16th century window. Opposite, in the N. wall,
the head and E. jamb of a second entrance, the other
jamb removed for the insertion of a 16th century
opening, may also be attributed to the 13th century
keep; the opening is narrow, 2 ft.8 in. wide, pro-
vided with a rebate for a door and with segmental-
pointed rear-vault which is stepped on the line of
the rebate. This entry presumably communicated
by means of a bridge with a 13th century building
standing between the keep and the N. curtain, or
if this building is later than the keep, with the
curtain itself. Two first floor entrances, one com
municating with the curtain walk, are also found in
the keep at Dundrum, and perhaps in the rect-
angular keep at Athenry, County Galway.

The basement was provided with a number of wall
embrasures, two on E. and W., three on the N., and
two on the S. In the W. wall, the much weathered
tufa dressings of the loops survive in part on the
exterior; the N. loop is best preserved and measures
about 5 ft. in height. This loop was served from
an embrasure, with segmental-pointed rear-vault,
blocked and partially obscured when a broad stair
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from basement to first floor was introduced in the
15th century. The S. embrasure was also blocked
at this time, when an entrance at basement level
was inserted here. In the E. wall, the tufa dressings
of a pair of loops can be seen externally, that on the
N. being 8 in. wide and 5 ft. high; the embrasures
were blocked in the 15th century to permit insertion
of vaulting within the basement. In one instance,
that of the W. embrasure in the N. wall, the original
embrasure was modified and retained in use in the
15th century. The embrasure is g ft. 8 in. deep, the
bed about 4 ft. above present floor level with the
crown of the segmental-pointed rear-vault 6 ft. 4 in.
over the bed; the loop with splayed jambs and slop-
ing head was reduced in width by a rebuilding of
the W. jamb. The other embrasures in the N. wall,
both blocked in the 15th century, were similarly
provided with segmental-pointed rear-vaults, the
central embrasure showing impressions of plank
centering on the soffit, where part of the blocking
has been removed. A double-splayed loop was con-
trived in the blocking of the E. embrasure (plate 45).
A similar loop was built in the blocking of the E.
embrasure in the S. wall, indications of the embra-
sure being restricted to a few scontion dressings; sim-
ilarly a few tufa dressings externally indicate the
position of a second embrasure to the W., which is
obscured within by 15th century blocking.

Several blocked 13th century openings survive at
first floor; the scontion of one, dressed in sandstone
below, in tufa above, rises to a height of 6 ft. 8 in. in
the S. wall close to the S.E. angle. In the N. wall,
openings existed on each side of the E. 16th century
window; on the W. the tufa scontion dressings rise
to a height of 6 ft. g in., the springing of the arch
surviving at this level, and the external head of this
opening can in part be seen. On the E. a scontion,
likewise dressed in tufa, commences 4 ft. above floor
level and rises to a height of 10 ft. At first floor,
there is a latrine chamber in the N.E. angle, with
barrel-vault, now obscured by modern rendering,
rising g ft. g in. to the crown. In the W. wall is an
L-shaped cupboard, and at the S. end of the cham-
ber a low recess 4 ft. § in high, both having lintelled
heads. The outlet of the latrine discharges on the
face of the N. angle pilaster a few feet above present
ground surface; the cheeks were dressed in tufa.

The 15th century entrance is situated at ground
level in the W. wall close to the S.W. angle and has
an inserted four-centered head cut from a single
granite block, with a rounded gun-hole over the
apex, which rests on rebuilt seatings; a modern pier
built to support it partially obscures an oblique
loop which is served from the S. ingoing of the
entrance and is inclined toward the S.W. The
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entrance passage has a flat segmental vault which,
together with the inserted basement vaults, was con-
structed on wicker centering, and leads to a square
ante-chamber whence on the N. a broad stair,
covered in part by a flat segmental vault (plate 47)
rises to the first floor. On the E. a low opening, 6 ft.
high, with flat segmental head, raised on plank
centering (plate 47) rebated for a door and pro-
vided with a bar socket, leads to the first of three
barrel-vaulted chambers. These chambers com-
municate one with the other by openings of simi-
lar form, that from the W. to central chamber
4 ft. 6 in. high, that from central to E. chamber
7 ft. 2 in. high, both openings checked for a door,
the latter with a bar socket. The basement cham-
bers are lighted by inserted loops, splayed both
internally and externally. At first floor level, a
number of narrow lights, with splayed ingoings, were
constructed in the 15th century although the lower
parts of these have been destroyed by the insertion
of large 16th century windows. The best preserved
is at the E. end of the S. wall; it had a nearly flat
rear-vault, centered on wicker-work towards the
interior and with lintels towards the loop which is
about 6 in. wide, the dressed stone jambs having
been removed although the pointed head survives,
cut from a single block of sandstone. Other similar
lights did not rise so high in the wall; on the soffit
of the 16th century window at the W. end of the S.
wall the nearly flat rear-vault of an earlier light can
be traced, built on wicker centering, at a height of
12 ft. above present floor level and another similarly
preserved light was cut away when the 16th century
window was inserted at the E. end of the N. wall.
The wicker impressions which survive show the
splay of the now-vanished ingoings of these two
lights, which were about § ft. 6 in. wide on the in-
side. To the E. of the inserted 16th century fire-
place in the S. wall is a straight joint, commencing
2 ft. 8 in. from floor level and rising to the spring-
ing of an arch at a height of 11 ft. g in.; this must
indicate another 15th century opening, blocked for
the insertion of the fireplace; the width, estimated
at 5 ft. 6in. on the inside is greater than elsewhere.
The scontion of yet a further opening, presumably
15th century, can be detected as a straight joint on
both inner and outer faces of the N. wall just E. of
the W. 16th century window; it commences § ft.
above floor level, and rises to a height of 10 ft. 6 in.;
the head of the opening was removed to provide a
seating for the timber lintels of the later window.

In the W. wall is a double-splayed loop; higher up
and to the S. is a larger splayed light, 4 ft. g in. high,
the head of which is formed by lintels which also
serve as the floor of the mural passage above. On



the inner face of the W. wall are a number of
roughly cut sockets, presumably for a stair, provid-
ing access to this upper opening. In the S. wall, W.
of the fireplace, a low opening, with nearly flat rear-
vault on wicker-work, has been pierced through the
full thickness of the wall and then blocked on the
outer face. The bed of this opening is raised above
floor level by blocking which appears to retain
traces of a shallow gully which does not now pene-
trate to the outside; it may have served for the dis-
posal of slops but its purpose is not clear.

The E. and W, walls of the keep were raised to
the height of a third storey in the 15th century with
square turrets at the angles rising a further stage,
the latter carried on internal squinches on N.W. and
S.E. The S.W. angle was reconstructed to accom-
modate a spiral stair which, lighted by a pair of
splayed loops, rises from first floor level to the level
of the N. and S. wall walks; a little below this level,
a lintelled opening off the stair leads to a mural
passage in the thickness of the W. wall and so to a
chamber in the N.W. angle. There is a correspond-
ing passage in the E. wall communicating with
chambers in the N.E. and S.E. angles; all these
chambers open to the passages and N. and S. wall
walks by lintelled openings and have corbelled
vaults. The N.E. chamber is unlighted, the N.W.
chamber has two double-splayed loops, and the S.E.
chamber one. The mural passages are covered by
flat vaults on wicker centering, and both were
lighted by a pair of splayed loops in the outer wall.
A latrine is corbelled out from the face of the E. wall
and is reached from the mural passage. At the angles
of the keep are upper chambers approached by
narrow stairs against the parapet of the N. and S.
walls; those on N.W. and S.W. have corbelled vaults,
those on N.E. and S.E. have flat vaults on wicker
centering. The N.W. chamber is lighted by a single
splayed loop, the S.E. chamber by two. The N.E.
chamber has a splayed loop in the E. wall and a
ragged gap on the N. indicates a second; similar
ragged openings in the S.W. chamber indicate a pair
of loops. These chambers are entered from the stairs
by lintelled openings; and in the N.W. and S.E.
chambers similar openings lead to the wall walk on
E. and W. whence stairs rise to the roof level of the
turrets, also entered by low lintelled openings. At
the head of the stair to the S.W. turret access is pro-
vided to the opening of a machicolation corbelled
out over the ground floor entrance. The N.W. and
S.E. turrets are provided with latrines at roof level
corbelled out over the N. and E. walls respectively.
The E. wall walk between the turrets is provided
with an internal parapet, the W. wall walk seems to
lack this feature. All surviving battlements appear
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to be of 1pth century date; they are coped or
weathered and have rain-water outlets at the base.
Much of the parapet of the N. wall has fallen.

The 16th century alterations at first floor consist
of large window openings once furnished with
timber lintels and frames, in the N, S. and E. walls,
and the insertion of two door openingson N.and W.
to communicate with an extensive range of build-
ings erected W. and N.W. of the keep. A fireplace
was also inserted at first floor midway in the S. wall,
the construction of the flue involving the blocking
of one of the parapet embrasures. The weatherings
of two successive pitched roofs are preserved on the
inner face of the E. wall; one is presumably of 15th
and the other of the 16th century (plate 46).

Within the area of the ward survive fragments of
other buildings of the mid or late 13th century.
North of the keep is a length of rubble walling, con-
taining a splayed loop with nearly flat vault on
timber centering, which originally extended further
to the W.; the surviving walling seems to have been
incorporated in 16th century building, a wall of this
period, containing a loop, linking the earlier wall
with the keep. The S-facing opening suggests that
the wall in which it occurs is part of a building
earlier than the keep. The original structure was
extended, probably in the late 13th century, towards
the E., its return wall in this direction being re-
moved in the process. The~extension, which was
partially excavated in 1951, had a door on the E.
with a N. wall built just within, and independent
of, the curtain. S.W. of the keep is a rectangular
building, 474 ft. by 16} ft. within, with walls 4 ft.
thick, which although altered and rebuilt for farm
purposes, remains substantially a single storey struc-
ture probably of 13th century date. The original
walling rises in places to about 10 ft. g in. and was
never higher, since a 16th century wall, projecting
S. from the keep, can be seen to have abutted on a
building no greater in height. In the S. wall of this
building are two original window openings, with
segmental-pointed heads on timber centering; both
have been adjusted to accommodate modern lights.

To the W. and N.W., of the keep was an extensive
16th century building of two main storeys, probably
with attics, communicating with the keep at first
floor level. This structure appears to have been T-
shaped in plan; it consisted of an E.~W. wing, back-
ing on to the N. and W. curtains, 21 ft. wide and at
least 67 ft. in length, and a N.-S. wing, of unknown
width, set against the W. wall of the keep and
extending to the 13th century building S.W. of it.
Of this building little remains, save for isolated
lengths of random rubble walling and the indi-
cations of its abutment against the keep. Part of the
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E. wall of the N.-S. wing survives adjacent to the
S.W. angle of the keep and includes a massive
chimney projection reduced internally by offsets and
crowned by a heavy rectangular stack; there are fire-
places at both floors and the first floor has a small
light between keep and chimney. The weathering of
the roof of this wing, and ragged sockets for the
reception of floor beams, can be seen on the exterior
of the W. wall of the keep. Of the E.-W. wing, part
of the S. wall remains, rising through two storeys
with fireplaces at each floor. The chimney projection
is shouldered at its junction with the stack, offset at
the base and has a weathered offset on the S. at first
floor level. The ground floor fireplace has lost its
head but has a relieving arch above; the head of the
upper fireplace has largely fallen. Flanking the
chimney breast at both floors are large windows,
originally timber framed, with flat segmental heads,
having slightly concave ingoings and, at ground
level, window-seats; the upper window on the W.
has been blocked and replaced by an opening, prob-
ably of similar size, further W. At ground level, the
E. return of the wall marks the jamb of a door open-
ing, provided with a draw-bar socket; the arch
springing survives. Chases cut in the face of the N,
pilaster at the N.W. angle of the keep indicate the
floor levels of the E.~W. wing; two such chases are
present, above which the face of the pilaster and
adjacent wall is plastered, suggesting the existence
of three floors, the upper probably attic accommo-
dation.

Excavations carried out in 1951 to define the plan
of this castle are published in Ulster J. Archaeol.

15 (1952), 87—102.

843. Searin CasTLE (fig. 130)
o.s. §5. Grid ref. 22138

The castle lies astride the neck of a narrow
curving promontory formed by a double bend of the
river Upper Bann, close to its junction with the
Drumadonnell River; it comprises an irregularly
polygonal bailey, accommodated to an earlier earth-
work of oval form, attached to which on the W.,
but lying entirely without the enclosure, is a large
rectangular keep. The castle is identified with
the historically attested fortress of Magh Cobha,
assumed to have been built ¢. 1252 to replace an
earlier structure, similarly designated in both
English and Irish documents of the late 12th and
early 13th centuries, which is perhaps the motte and
bailey earthwork at Ballyroney, } mile N.E. on the
opposite side of the river (No. 792: the earlier refer-
ences are here given, p. 198). In 1252, the Irish
Annals record the erection of the castle of Magh
Cobha (Moycoua or Maincoue) by Maurice Fitz-
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Gerald and in this year the fortress is referred to
when a mandate (Calendar of Documents relating to
Ireland, entry under May g) to John Fitz-Geolffrey,
the justiciar, to build a castle in a suitable place in
Ulster, is followed by a second mandate (ibid. entry
under Dec, 16) to the treasurer and chamberlain of
Dublin, requiring an audit of the justiciar’s account
of his expenditure on the fortification of the castle
of Magh Cobha. In the following year (1253), the
Irish Annals record the destruction of the castle by
Brian O'Neill. A record of munitioning of the castle
during 1254-6 shows that it must have been quickly
made defensible (dnalecta Hibernica, 2 (1931), 262,
264; J. Roy. Soc. Antiq. Ireland, 63 (1933), 218). A
further reference, preserved in an account of re-
venue received from part of Ulster, 1259-61 (Report
Record Commissioners of Ireland, 1, pp. 56-7; plate
2) mentions the sum of £11 6s. expended ‘de auxilio
Castri de Mayncove’. Excavations at the castle were
carried out in 1952 and the results of this work are
embodied in the following account.

The earthwork on which the bailey is sited com-
prises a flat-topped platform, with scarped sides,
which stands to a maximum height of 7 ft. above the
ground level outside; it may be identified as a rath,
with an entrance on the E., formed by the adapt-
ation of a natural glacial mound, which was prob-
ably enclosed by a ditch, although the dimensions
of this feature, where obtained by excavation be-
neath the later keep, may be due to re-cutting
during the first phase of castle construction. The
bailey, 106 ft. across at its greatest extent, is enclosed
by a stone curtain wall constructed in short straight
lengths following the edge of the platform. The cur-
tain is of roughly coursed granite rubble with pinn-
ings and p ft. thick, with external base-batter, where
the full width is preserved; it is largely in ruinous
condition, standing little above the level of the
interior but owing to the scarp of the earthwork
survives in places to a height of 6 ft. on the outside.
The outer facing has mostly disappeared, due to the
wasting of the earthwork by ploughing and for this
reason the wall has entirely gone along a wide
stretch on the N. The bailey has two entrances, one
adjacent to the N.E. angle of the keep, the other,
probably a postern, on the E. The N.W. gate is a
simple opening in the curtain, now robbed of jambs,
adjacent to which, within the bailey to the N.E,,
stubs of two walls, aligned parallel to the axis of
the entrance, suggest the site of a guard-house or
porter’s lodge; excavation has indicated that this
building remained unfinished. The E. gate, of similar
construction to the curtain, consists of an entrance
passage within wing walls, 19 ft. overall, having an
external projection of 10} ft., with base-batter con-
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XI Hillsborough Fort Gatehouse (Down).

house in the SW corner, built by the Blundell family in the 17th century, now
a tall, gaunt ruin but once a grand dwelling.

D M Waterman in Ulster ¥ Archaeol 14 (1951), 15-29 and 27 (1964), 136-9;
ASCD (1966), 207-211; DOENI guide-card (1977).

66 Duneight Motte and Bailey (J278608)

2V miles (3-8 km) s of Lisburn and % mile (1 km) E of Ravernet. Anglo-
Norman motte and bailey strategically sited on the N bank of the Ravernet
river to command the valley route. The motte is triangular, separated from
the bailey by a ditch. The bailey is a truncated oval in plan, protected by a
ditch and bank and an extra ditch to the E , but on the river side (s) the
defences are less formidable. Excavation in 1961 showed that the bailey was
a remodelled pre-Norman enclosure. Parts of wooden and stone buildings
were found in this enclosure and slighter structures outside to the E. It can
probably be identified with Din Echdach, mentioned in the annals in 1003
and in 1010, when a distinction was made between the din (fort) and baile
(perhaps the settlement outside). Excavation also uncovered a collared urn
with a cremation burial, evidence of Bronze Age activity beside the river.

D M Waterman in Ulster § Archaeol 26 (1963), 55-78; ASCD (1966), 205-6.

67 Greencastle (J247119)

4 miles (6°4 km) sw of Kilkeel, reached by minor roads off the A2 from
Kilkeel or Lisnacree and down a drive to carpark at the castle. Prominently
sited on a rocky outcrop close to Greencastle Point, the castle commands the
narrow entry to Carlingford Lough and is within sight of Carlingford
Castle. A royal castle, built in the 13th century, it had an eventful military
history. Besieged and taken by Edward Bruce in 1316, attacked and spoiled
by the Irish at least twice in the later 14th century, it was still maintained as a
garrison for Elizabeth in the 1590s. Part of the area is now occupied by a
working farm. The castle is approached across an impressive rock-cut ditch,
partly excavated and left open. The curtain wall with four corner towers
enclosed a trapezoidal area but is badly ruined. Part of the E curtain, found
collapsed intact into the ditch, is reconstructed near the carpark. The large
rectangular keep is of the 13th century but with substantial 15th- and
16th-century alterations. It was originally entered by a first floor door on the
s, protected by a forebuilding (excavated foundations visible). A ground
floor door in the w wall is a 15th-century alteration and the rough gap near
the SE angle is a late forced entry. The cross walls dividing the ground floor
into three vaults are also 15th-century insertions. At first floor level was the
great hall (late medieval windows and fireplace) with a latrine in the NE
corner. The upper parts of the keep, with mural passages, wall-walks and
angle turrets, are a 15th-century remodelling. Fragments of other buildings
in the ward include part of a long rectangular structure sw of the keep. A
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long series of excavations has been done in connection with a substantial
conservation programme.

D M Waterman in Ulster ¥ Archaeol 15 (1952), 87-102; ASCD (1966),

211-219; C Gaskell-Brown in Ulster ¥ Archaeol 42 (1979), 51-65; C J Lynn
forthcoming. : |

68 Grey Abbey (J583682)

On the E edge of Greyabbey village, beside the Rosemount estate, with a
carpark at the entrance. With Inch Abbey the best example of’Anglo-
Norman Cistercian architecture in Ulster, daughter-house of Holm Cul-
tram (Cumbria), founded in 1193 by John de Courcy’s wife, Affreca. Poor
and decayed in the late Middle Ages, the abbey was dissolved in 1541 butin
the early 17th century was granted to Sir Hugh Montgomery and th’e nave
was refurbished for parish worship until the late 18th century. The remains

in their b_eautiful parkland setting, consist of the church with cloister and’
surrounding buildings to the s. The church, entered through an elaborate w
door, has an aisleless nave, transepts with two chapels in each and a short
chancel lit by tall lancet windows. The buildings round the cloister include a
once_ﬁne aisled chapter house and a still impressive refectory with reader’s
pulpit, but the w range and cloister walks have disappeared. The three
buttresses propping the § wall of the nave are part of a major conservation
programme done early in this century.

ASCD (1966), 275-9; DOENT guide-card (1979).

100  Grey Abbey, west door of church.
102

Holywood Motte (J401795) i \
s

On the N side of Brook Street, in Ballykeel townland, originally overlooki

Belfast Lough. Anglo-Norman castle mound, formerly probably with a
ditch round its base and a timber palisade round the summit, but now with a
spiral path and tree-planted, the result of 19th-century landscaping. King
John stayed at Holywood in 1210 and a castle here is mentioned in 1234.

ASCD (1966), 194.

70 Inch Abbey (J477455)

¥ mile (1-2 km) Nw of Downpatrick, reached by a turning off the A7 and
lane to a carpark at the entrance. This beautiful site, on the N bank of the
Quoile, was originally an island in the Quoile Marshes. A pre-Norman
monastery here, called Inis Cumhscraigh, was plundered by Vikings in 1002.
Its large earthwork enclosure has been traced from air photos. The visible
remains are of the Cistercian abbey, daughter-house of Furness (Lancs),
founded in the 1180s by John de Courcy in atonement for his destruction of
Erenagh, 3 miles (4-8 km) to the s. The Cistercian precinct was enclosed by
abank and ditch and is mostly in State Care, extending N to s from the parish
graveyard to the river and E to w up the valley sides. The buildings are
mainly of the late 12th and 13th centuries. The church had an aisled nave,
transepts with pairs of chapels, and a chancel lighted, like Grey Abbey, by
graceful grouped lancet windows. In the 15th century, when the monastic
community was smaller, the church was altered: by walling in the chancel
and first bay of the nave and blocking off the transepts, a much smaller
church was created and the rest was abandoned. The cloister walks to the s
have disappeared but foundations of the E and s ranges remain, as well as
outlying buildings towards the river. These include an infirmary and a
bakehouse with a well nearby.

ASCD (1966), 279-81; A Hamlin in Ulster ¥ Archaeol 40 (1977), 85-88;
DOENI guide-card (1983).

71 Jordan’s Castle, Ardglass (J559372)

In Ardglass, between Kildare Street and Quay Street, commanding the
harbour. 15th-century tower-house, largest of the impressive group which
testifies to the importance of Ardglass as a town and port in the Middle
Ages. The characteristic projecting towers with a high machicolation arch
face N. The entrance is protected by a smaller machicolation at right angles
to the main arch. The w tower contains a spiral stair and the E tower latrines
at two levels. The ground floor chamber has a semicircular barrel vault with
impressions of wicker centering. There are three chambers above, all with
modern wooden ceilings. The antiquarian Francis Joseph Bigger bought
the castle in 1911 and restored it, fitting it out with furniture and be-
queathing it to the State in 1926. The figure corbels on the third floor are
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IX Inch Abbey (Down).
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Greencastle with rock-cut ditch in foreground (Down),
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The castle was captured by King John in 1210 ang
remained Crown property until de Lacy was allowed tg
return to his Earldom in 1226. It was probably during de
Lacy’s second tenure as Earl of Ulster (1227-43) that the
twin-towered gatehouse, similar to the one at Pembroke
Castle, was inserted into the curtain wall. It has a lopsided
design with only one projecting tower to protect the
approach along a narrow ramp from the south-west.

The stone curtain wall of the outer bailey is likely
to have been built by the Maginnis family, who seized
Dundrum in the late fourteenth century and held it
intermittently until finally expelled by Lord Mountjoy in
1601. It was made over to Lord Cromwell in 1605 and sold
to Sir Francis Blundell in 1636. The Maginnis family
retriecved Dundrum in 1642, but later lost it to the

Parliamentarians, who dismantled the castle in 1652 after!

1

Dundrum Castle

they withdrew their garrison. After 1660 the Blundells

returned and built a gabled L-shaped mansion in the south-

west corner of the outer bailey. This dwelling was ruined

by the time the property passed to the second Marquess of |
Downshire in the early nineteenth century, though the trees |
on the hill were probably planted at this time. The castle

and grounds were placed in State Care by the seventh

Marquess in 1954,

Located just above Dundrum village. NGR: ] 404370. State
Care Monument. Open April to September: Tuesdays to
Saturdays, 10.00 am —7.00 pm; Sundays, 2.00-7.00 pm;
other times by request. Small admission fee charged. Tel:
(01232) 235000 extn 234,

JORDAN’S CASTLE

County Down

Ardglass was an important seaport in post-medieval times,
whose defence depended upon a ring of fortified merchant’s
houses. The largest of these is Jordan's Castle, a four-storey
tower house of fifteenth-century date, overlooking the
harbour. It is the most developed example of the Kilclief-
type with a stair turret and a latrine turret projecting from
the north side with a high machicolation arch between
them and a smaller machicolation at right angles above the
entrance. The ground floor has a barrel vault with wicker-
work centering marks on its soffit. The wooden floors in
the upper storeys are recent reconstructions, while the
present flat roof is also modern — originally the roof was
probably gabled.

Little is known of the castle’s history except that it
withstood a lengthy siege during the Tyrone Rebellion,
when Simon Jordan defended his castle for three years until
relieved by the deputy Mountjoy in 1601. It probaby re-
mained a dwelling until the late seventeenth century, but
was a ruin when purchased by the antiquarian F. J. Bigger
in 1911, who restored it, fitted it out with furniture and
bequeathed it to the State in 1926.

Located close to Ardglass Harbour near the junction of
Kildare and Quay streets. NGR: J 560372, State Care
Monument. Open July and August: Tuesdays to Saturdays,
10.00 am —7.00 pm; Sundays, 2.00-7.00 pm; other times
by request. Small admission fee charged. Tel: (01232)
235000 extn 234,

GREENCASTLE

County Down

A popular mid-nineteenth-century travel handbook ex-
claimed of Greencastle, “You would go into ecstacies if you
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saw such ruins on the Rhine, and quote ‘Childe Harold’ by
the canto”. The fortress is impressive, though its dramatic
setting at the mouth of Carlingford Lough adds much to its
appeal, with views over a sweeping landscape and towering
mountains beyond.

The castle was built by Hugh de Lacy almost certainly
during the 1230s to protect the southern approaches to the
Earldom of Ulster. It was escheated to the Crown after
1243, wrecked by the Irish in 1260 and from 1280 to 1326
was a favoured residence of the most powerful man in
Ireland, Richard de Burgh, the “Red Earl” of Ulster. His
daughters were raised here, including Elizabeth, who
married Robert Bruce, King of Scotland, in 1302 -
although this did not dissuade Edward Bruce from sacking
itin 1316. After an unsuccessful siege in 1333-34, the Irish

Greencastle

captured and destroyed the castle in 1343 and 1375. The |
royal garrison was reduced in number ¢, 1400 as an economy
measure and amalgamated with Carlingford under one con- |
stable. In 1505 it was granted to the Earls of Kildare, but |
after their downfall in 1534 quickly deteriorated into a “wret- |
ched condition”. The place was later granted to the Bagnals
who lived here until 1635. It was bombarded and destroyed |
by Parliamentary forces in 1652, !
The design of Hugh de Lacy’s castle consisted of a
quadrilateral curtain wall with a D-shaped tower at each |
corner — all now in a very fragmentary state. Excavation
of the north-east tower revealed that it had a residential
use, perhaps as de Lacy’s private chambers, while the
rather complex south-west tower seems to have had a series
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of non-interconnecting rooms, suggesting its use as the
private chambers of the de Lacy household. A massive sur-
rounding rock-cut ditch was also revealed by excavation;
this served as a quarry for the walls, and judging by the
presence of a dam in the east ditch, may have been intended
as a wet moat, though if so, the builders would have been
disappointed for the rock is porous.

The castle’s main feature is a large rectangular block,
originally a great hall, raised upon a basement. This was lit
by windows on three sides and probably had a dais at the
east end for the high table, as indicated by the presence here
of a high window, a small latrine and a fireplace. At the
west end there was evidently a screen passage with two
opposed doors, one giving access to the hall and the other
the kitchens to the north. Steps led down to the dark base-
ment store, which was later given crosswalls, vaults, gun-
loops and a new entrance. Remodelling of the hall in the
late fifreenth and mid sixteenth centuries gave it much of its
present keep-like appearance; the walls were raised at the
east and west ends, turrets added at the angles, and a spiral
stair, mural passages and wall-walks included.

For centuries the green below the castle played host
to a great fair every August. It was often called “Ram Fair”
as a great ram was customarily enthroned on top of the
castle’s walls.

Located 4 miles SW of Kilkeel, approached via a minor road
off the A2, NGR: | 247119, State Care Monument. Open
April to September: Tuesdays to Saturdays, 10.00 am ~
7.00 pm; Sundays, 2.00 - 7.00 pm; other times by request.
Small admission fee charged. Tel: (01232) 235000 extn 234.

KILCLIEF CASTLE

County Down

The tower house at Kilclief was built sometime between
1412 and 1433 as the summer residence of John Sely, the
last Bishop and Abbot of Down (1412-41). Few tower
houses can be dated so precisely, but Bishop Sely gained
much notoriety for openly living in “castro de Kylcleth”
with a married woman called Letys Thomb. Although the
Primate served him with a monition in 1434, threatening
suspension and excommunication, the Bishop obstinately
persisted and was expelled from his offices in 1441. The
castle was later garrisoned by the Crown and more recently
was used as a farm granary.
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