


LOUGHMONEY PORTAL TOMB 150 ft oD

Cs 31; IG 225 ‘Cromlech’ J 5391 4635

On the top of a broad pasture hill with good views across to Strangford Lough to
the N. The site is aﬁ reported in ASCD - ‘built of Silurian Shale, it has two
long side stones 3 ft (1.0 m) high, supporting a longer capstone 2 ft [0.6 m]
thick. The great length of side stones and capstone and lack of end-stones
suggest that this might be the surviving remnant of a lintel-led gallery-grave.
No trace survives of any covering cairn’. The monument is scheduled under the

Historic Monuments Act (NI) 1971.

The site is also mentioned in Dubourdieu, J. Statistical Survey of the Co Down

(1802), 207.
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MEGALITHS

extending southwards and downhill from the cham-
ber. Two trenches cut in 1936 at distances of 42 and
84 ft. from the south edge of the chamber substanti-
ated this view. Covered in places by a heap of
modern field stones, there was found a continuous
layer of tightly packed boulders which rested on
the burnt-off pre-cairn land surface—a sequence
matched in most excavated cairns. While the exact
limits of the cairn remain undetermined, it is
reasonable to conclude that a long cairn of indeter-
minate width extended between 8o and go ft. down
the slope from the chamber. The site is thus com-
parable with that at Ballykeel, County Armagh
(Prelim. Survey Anc. Mons N.I1. (1910), 76).

E. E. Evans in Irish Nat. J., 6 (1937), 242-8; A. E.
P. Collins in Ulster J. Archaeol. 22 (1959), 31-2-

139. Kikeer To: THE CrawTrre StonE (fig. 505
plate 2) 0.s. 56. Grid ref. 307149

A small dolmen (100 ft. 0.0.) built of granite
boulders and now surviving in a field bank. There
is no end-stone to the chamber. A low boulder be-
tween the portal stones now forming a sill might
possibly not be an ancient feature.

Prelim. Survey Anc. Mons N.I. (1940), 140.
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| KILKEEL opormev

Fic. 30 (No. 139).

140. LEGANANNY To: DorMen (fig. 51; plate 3)
o.s. 35. Grid ref. 289434
An unusually tall tripod-dolmen, at 850 ft. 0.0. on
the southern fringe of the Slieve Croob range, with
extensive views to the south. The whole structure is
of granite. The two portal stones at the southern
end are 3 ft. g in. and 6 ft. high, while the single
support at the north is 4 ft. high. The long capstone
is nearly 2 ft. thick. A single slab lying beneath the

capstone may be a structural feature but may
equally be but one of a deposit of boulders forming
the basal level of a cairn which can be traced under
and around the dolmen.

Prelim. Survey Anc. Mons N I. (1940), 113.
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Fic. 31 (No. 140).

141. LOUGHMONEY To: Dormex (fig. 52; plate 4)
0.s. 81. Grid ref. 530464

A dolmen (150 ft. 0.0.) comparable in form and
size with Burren dolmen. Built of Silurian shale, it
has two long side stones 3 ft. high, supporting a
longer capstone 2 ft. thick. The great length of side
stones and capstone and lack of end-stones suggest
that this might be the surviving remnant of a lintel-
led gallery-grave. No trace survives of any covering
cairn.

J. Dubourdicu, Statistical Survey of the County of
Down (1802), 270.
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Fic. 32 (No. 141).

142. SUIEVE Na GriopLe Tp: DOLMEN
0.s. 38. Grid ref. 520454

A large slab of gritstone, 10 ft. long by 6 ft. broad

by 1 ft. thick, lies on the summit of this hill (414 ft.

0.n.), on top of a slight emincence which may be the
remnant of a cairn. It now lies flat but is referred
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COUNTY DOWN 107

Two storeys with a third one (lower from floor to roof) above, height 33 ft.;

ground floor, 34 ft. 6 ins. by 26 ft. 6 ins. externally. Walls about 5 ft. thick, two

chambers on ground floor ; narrow wedge-shaped air-shafts, three in one side

of ground floor and two diverging at an angle ; staircases parallel to, and in thickness

of wall and with no turns. Under Ministry of Finance surveillance (see note on p. 3).
HC

Architectural details from C. H. Crawford’s plans.

Loughmoney td ¢ Cromlech ”’

Nearly  m. S. by E. of Raholp village and } m. E. of the N. end of Lough Money.
Down, Sh. 31, Plan 14, Tr.6. Alt. 150. A singlc—chzmﬂ)cred grave now consisting
of 2 parallel orthostats (7 ft. by 1 ft. 6 in. by 3 ft. high) 3 ft. apart supporting a
capstone (10 ft. by 5 ft. by 2 ft.) the top of which is some 6 ft. above ground. This
was presumably once contained in a cairn, but there is no evidence of its existence.
Under Ministry of Finance surveillance (see note on p- 3). M.G. EEE.
Gray, P.B.N.F.C., 1883-84, App., p. 244, No. 4, Shetch 4. Borlase, I, p. 286.

Raholp td, Giant's Grave "

In a field on a hill slope broken by many outcrops nearly 3 m. E.S.E. of Raholp
village. Down, Sh. 31, Plan 15, Tr. 1. Alt. 200. The remains of a long mcgalithic
chamber with signs of a cairn. The grave, which may once have been longer, is
now 22 ft. in length but only onc row of orthostats is standing. They are up to 7
it. in length and 3} ft. in height and run E. and W. A transverse slab 3 ft. long,
though irregular in outline, appears to be a septal stone between jambs. Some
200) yds. to the \V. in the same wall is a collection of uprights and boulders, much
overgrown and confused, which may be the remains of another megalith. Under
Ministry of Finance surveillance (sec note on p. 3). M.G. EE.E.

Carrownacaw td, « The Long Stonc i

3m. N.E. of Lough Money. Down, Sh. 31, Plan 15, Tr. 4. Alt. 180. A slender
pillar 10 tt. high stands by the roadside. It is rhomboidal in plan, each side
measuring about 2 ft. M.G. EEZL.

Saul td, ‘“ Abbey )

On W. side of a bye road about 300 yds. W. of Saul village. Down, Sh. 31, Plan
13, Tr. 6. This site, more canctified than any other by its close connection with
the life of Saint Patrick, derives its name from the barn (sabhal) which, the Lives
of the Saint tell us, the chieftain Dichu gave to Patrick to use as his first church
after his arrival in the year 432 and where he died in 461 A.D. [Itisnear the mouth
of the (only recently identified) Slaney Burn where he and his holy company landed.
It remained as the Saint's home or headquarters during his lifetime in Ireland.
(0’ Laverty, I, p- 917, et seq.). By the S. entrance to the churchyard, are two carved
stones built into the side wall, one a grave ¢lab or coffin lid, 7 ft. long by 15 ins.
wide on which is carved a large key in relief ; the other stone is a carving of a
lamb’s head. To the N.W. of the church is a wall some 13 ft. long by 12 ft. high,
3 ft. thick, running E. by \V., which has often been regarded as the gable of a very
old church orientated N. by S. as we are told the original Sabhal of Dichu was ; but
this wall has joist holes in its S. face, 7% ft. from the ground and must have been
part of a building of several storeys, and not a church gable; it is undoubtedly part
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Published by the Ministry of Agriculture Northern Ireland,'# Ordmance Swrvey Offics, Anirim Road, Belfast, 1932.
The Allitudes are given in Foet above the Low Water of Spring Tides im Dublin | which is 21 Foot baloes @ mark ou the base of Poolbag Lighthdyse.
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