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KILNASAGART.

The TWart TVell. This well is onc of a scries that has no connection with any pil-
grimage. It is a mere bowl-shaped depression in an outcrop of rock. Its proximity
to the Pillar-stone of Kilnasagart, a monument of about 714 A.n., believed to be the
carliest inscribed stone of the Christian Period, makes the well of special interest,

It is still used and cures are reported. a&Fr. UWJA N (‘”9), 12y,

T.R.S.A.). 16 (1983- k) 13
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DESCRIPTIVE LIST O# EARLY CROSS-SLABS AND PILLARS 219

ULSTER

No. of |
Ord- | Situation
| mance |
Map |

Locality and Townland

L

4.

1

or

placed aiter a reference in

COUNTY ANTRIM

Dunseverick, N.E. In W. gable of the church, at W. end of
Templastragh, 3 Whitepark Bay, 4 m. E. of the Causeway.
A slab 42 in. by 13 in., having at the top a circle containing an interlaced
cross of straight double bands.—See Ulster J. A.,! vol. vi (new series), p. 60.
(D.L.).
N.E. Beside the road near Carrignagat mill, 23 m.
8 S.W. of Ballycastle, and 1 m. N. of
Capecastle Station.
nd 16 in. wide; incised with a Latin
See Ulster J.A., vol. xiv (new series),

. Ballycastle,
Turraloskin,

A rough pillar stone 6 ft. high a
cross, having slightly enlarged ends.

156 (D.L).
. Kilconriola, N.E. Found in the graveyard 2} m. N. of Bally-
Kirkinriola, 32 mena, and now placed in the tower of

Ballymena Church.

A rouch slab about 20 in. by 18 in.; having a ringed cross potent carved

on it. Inthe quarters is inscribed : op Do begen. —See Christian Iuseriptions,

vol. ii, p. 78 (D.I.), and Proceedings R.I..., vol. xv, p. 276 (D.).

Found in use as a stand ut a cottage 1 m.
N.E. of Kellswater, and placed in Belfast
Museum.

Chapeifield, S.E.
Ciewiily Vaulley, 37

A rough stone 13 in. by 10 in. by 4 in.; incised with a two-line panel,
containing in each corner a two-line Greek cross, thus leaving a central
spuace in the form of a stepped cross.—See Journal R.8.4.I., vol. xvi,

p. 118 (D.L.).

COUNTY ARMAGH

3.%. In a keel beside the road, E. of railway,

. Kilnasaggart,
2 m. N. of Adavoyle Station.

Edenappa, 32
A rough pillar-stone 7 ft. 4 in. high, 18 in. by 16 in. On the front is
inscribed 1n loc Po canimmaipmi cepnohe mac cepan bic enpcul pecen
aprcel. Belowisa Greek cross with spiral ends, in a circle; and above an
incised Latin cross. On the back are ten small crosses in circles. Close to the
neighbouring house is a boulder incised with a cross in a circle.—See Louth
J.A4., vol. i (1904), p. 47 (D.1.), and Christian Inscriptions, vol. ii, p. 27
(D.I.); also Jowrnal R.S.4.L, vol. iv, p. 315 (D.L), and same, vol xxi,

p- 99 (L).

| The letters J. 4. stand for Journal of drehaeology, and the letters M, D, and I,
dicate that the monument is there mentioned, described,

illustrated.
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KILNASAGGART,

s

By mx REV, w. REEVES, LLD., MRJA.

——

TrE small parish of Jones
lands, which were severed
Edenappa.  The Jagt of
the 0ld road from Dundal

borough, in the diocese and county of Armagh, consists of three towy.
from Killevy in the last century, called Foughill Etra, Foughill Otra, 4nq
these forms the south-western extremity of the county, and is traverseq by
k to Newry ; at a short distance to the east of which, and Very near the

Jjunction with Louth. is place. which is marked by the Orduance Survey, both on the townland ap4

Index maps of the county ~—Kilnasaggart.

This name siguifies the “ Church of the Priests,” and the spot which bears jt is a small, unencloseq,
and slightly-elevated space near the edge of a field, on which may be recognized some traces of anciept
ﬂxfwe, but none of any building; and were it not for the respect which the country people enter.
tain for the 8pot, and a conspicuous pillar-stone which stands in it, the inquirer would in vain search
the neighbourhood for a Place to realize, by any symptom, the import of the name. The pillar-stope
however, is of such unmistakeable antiquity, and the brief record, which is inseribed on it, so exp
that it may safely be pronounced to be one of the most interesting Christian monuments
existing in Trelang,

The stone, of which a front and back view are given in the accompanying illustration, is about eight
feet high, and seems 1o have been no otherwise dressed than the preparation of the surfaces for the
inscriptions and designs.  The former is a good deal obliterated by time; but some of the letters,
which are Jarge ang deep, are very plain, while the rest, which are not so well incised, and are with dif-
ficulty decyphered

d. The whole, however, has been recovered and is here exhibited with a collatera]
Latiu translation, v

N voc TON LOCVM
ro©o th HVNC CON-
mmaernj SECRAVIT
ternohc TERNOCVS
macceran FILIVS CERAN]
IT erRcuc SIT SVB PATROCINIO
PeTeRr ap PETRI APOS—
rcec TOLI

& Sbeet 32,

licit,

now

" The writer is indebted to Dr. O'Denovan for the iute

Tpretution Lere given,
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The structure of these words is very ancient, but very clear, and the following analysis of them may

not be unacceptable :
In.—an old form of the article An.
Loc.— Place,’ root of Latin Locus.

So,—Demonstrative pronoun.

Do thimmaerni,— Devoted,’ ‘made over, past tense of the verb timearnaim.

The corres

ponding word in the Book of Armagh, and some of the Latin Lives of the Saints, is imn-
molo;, thus we find in Tirechan : ¢ Patricio in sempiternum ymmolaverunt,® qui funda

it aecclesiam, Deo consecratam, Patricioque immolatam Colmanus episcopus aecclesiam

suam. id est, Cluincain in Achud, Patric

io episcopo de votiva émmolatione in sempiternum

- obtulit®;” nay, to a reader unapprized of this technical use of the term, like the fate of
Jephtha's daughter, it would have a startling effect to be told that Hercaith, immediately
on his baptism, immolavit filium Patricio ;° and to find Endeus saying “ filium meum et
partem hereditatis me €go immolo Deo Patricii et Patricio.”®

Bit,—* Let him be,’ now Liodh, 3d. person, sing. imperative of the verb-substantive Tdim.

Er eul—Er, the old form of the preposition ar ‘on.”  Cul is ‘back;’ and the two words some-
times form a compouud-preposition in the form Ar culaib, or Ar g-cul, ‘behind.”* Ina
metaphorical sense the expression denoted ‘under the protection,” ‘under the patronage,

as in the lines of the Rann by Aengus

the Culdee :

Ar cul Fhinnein Moighe-bile,

Ulaidh uile.

Dal nAruidhe wasol imghrinn

Ar cul Comghotll.

« Under the patronage of Finnian of Movilla,

Are all the Ulidians :

The noble illustrious Dalaradians |

Are under the patronage of Comgall.!”
Poter Apstel —* Peter the Apostle.’ This wasa departure from the custom of the early Irish

church, whose patron saints were, nearly all, natives of the soil.
in the Book of Armagh, claims for the see of St. Patrick this honour, nihilominus
venerari debet honore summorum martyrium, Petri et Pauli Stefani, Laurendi, et

caeterorum.”

. Book of Armagh, fol. 17, a. @-

4 Thid, fol. 17, a. b.

. Ihid, fol. 17,2 a

¢ Thid, fol. 8, a. a.

2 Ihid, fol. 19, b. 5. The word is used also, in like sense. =

The Liber Angeli,

in the Life of St. Barrus of Cork. M.S. Trin. Coll. Dub.,
E. 3. 11, fol 109. b..

» O'Donovan, Irish Gram. pp. 282, 289,

i Colgan Acta Sanct., p. 646, col. a; Reeves' Eccles.
Antig. p. 151, *
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The large cross at the foot of the inscription is probably intended as his symbol, while the ten
smaller ones in the back seem designed for the remaining ten of the faithful apostles. The cross in-
scribed on the ragged, oblique, surface at the top, and that on the detached stone, possibly refer to the
apostate and the supplementary members of the Twelve. It'is to be observed that the crosses, and
the circles enclosing them, are in relief.

The individual, in whose memory the stone was erected, flourished in the beginning of the eighth
century, and appears to have been a porson of some importance, who dedicated himself and his pos-
sessions to the service of God.  His obit, which is all that is recorded of him, occurs in the Annals
of Tighernach, at the year 716, which is the true date, and in those of the Four Masters at 714.*

Ternoc Mac Ciarain decc.
Ternoc son of Ciaran died.

He was descended from Fiacha Araidhe, the ancestor of the Dalaradians, and was of the same race as
the great families of Magenis and Macartan. The Naomh Seanchus, or ‘ Sacred Genealogy,’ preserved
in the Book of Lecan and the Mac Firbis manuscript, gives his pedigree as follows:

1. Fracma Aramue, ob. A.D. 236. 7. Eacmacn Cosna, from whom Iveagh
| and Moy Cova.
2. Cas.
| 8. Crun~-BapraIGHE.
3. Fepunvom. |
| 9. CaoLsapm, obiit A.D. 858,
4. Tomcmapnm,
| 10 Sarax, contemporary with St. Patrick.
5. Ros.

11. Ciarax or Ciarog.
6. LuiepEach.

12. Terxoc or Trenoe.

This pedigree serves to show his lineage, but is evidently incorrect in some parts, for it is redun-
dant between 1and 7, and greatly deficient between 10 and 11.}

In the Calendar there are five saints called Ternoc, but all disposed of elsewhere Colgan, indeed,
who cites the above pedigree, ™ identifies the subject of it with a Ternoc, who is mentioned by O’Don-
nellus as one of St. Columba’s ecompanions, * and with a St. Ternoe, of Airiodh-muilt, who is com-
memorated at the 28th of February ; but neither the date of one, nor the place of the other, is refer.
ible to the individual under consideration. ~ He rather seems to be the Ernan, who is commemo-

«Iu his note on the p\n&:e, I;iri.lO'Dono:'nn obst:‘rves: ! See the calculation in Reeves' Eccles. Antiq. p. 349.
“This Ternoc was interred at Kilnasagart, near Jones- = Trias Thaum., p. 451 5, 0. 84
borough, in the county of Armagh, where his grave is still ¥ by 20 S S
m;rl?e‘i‘ b‘yn a ;illn e({me exhibiting his name, Ternoc mac ® Vita 8. Columbe, i. 103. Tr. Th. p. 406 2.
Ciarain,"—Annals Four Mast. p. 813.
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rated in the Calendars of Marian Gorman and O'Clery, at the 26th of October ; and whose name,
by a process that was common among the Trish, was capable of assuming the form of Ternoc :
Ernain Miodkluachra Cill-na-Saccart.
‘ Ernain, of Miodhluachra, in Cill-na-Sagart.’

Miodhluachra was, in ancient times, one of the five great roads of Ireland, but its identification has
hitherto escaped discovery *; so that this entry, taken in conjunction with the following extracts, is
valuable in fixing part, at least, of its course at the Moiry Pass, and so determining it as the high road
which led from Leinster through Louth, and over the heights of Slieve Fuaid, into the county of Ar-
magh.

“Die quadam cum sanctus prwesul [Patricius] in Ultonian profecturus, iter ageret per viam
i publicam quee via Midh-Luachra vulgo nuncupatur.”—Vit. Tripart. iii. 57.°

“Postquam autem sanctus Secundinus hymnum preedictum composuisset, eum attulit ad 8. Pati-
cium ; quem tn regione Conalliorum juxta viam Midh-Luachra ad pedem montis sedentem reperiens,
&e.,—TIbid. iii. 91.9

“Virille qui hodie tres jubilationes in agro Miodhluachre fecit, possidebit hune locum: ipse est
Telli filius Segeni.”—Vita 8. Munne, ¢.10.*

“ Glunsalach mae Costamail, of Sliabh Fuaid, near Miodhluachra.”—Calendar at June 3.*

In the fourteenth century the name became disguised in the uncouth forms of ITnnermallane and
Emerdullam, as in the following passages, the former of which is given at some length because it
connects this spot with an important period of Irish history.

¢ Schir Edward then would take on hand
To ride forth farther in the land;
And of the kings of that country
¢ There came to him and made fewty,
Well ten or twelve, as T heard say;
¢ But they held him short while their fay,
For two of them, one Macgullane'
And another heght Mackartane
. Withoet a pass into his way,
Where him behooved need away
With two thousand of men with spears,
And as many of their archers,
And all the cattle of the land

- o o A e

E ducti ¢  LIX. s Copied from the Scholium in Marian Gorman into
. 2? Intr'orx l'ncnc:;h‘to Soox O{tglghu’ g the tel;t of the O'Clerys.

}Eﬂﬂv £ SR, P A0 & ¢ This place was far tro south for Mac Quillan. Mae
q Trias Thaum , p. 166 4. Duileachan may be intended. See Reeves’ Ant. p. 368,

r Colgan, Act. 88.p. 15 q,¢. 4.
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Were driven thither to warrand :

Men call that place InNprMALLANE

In all Treland straitor is nane ;

For Schir Edward there kecped they,

They thought he should not there away:

But his voyage soon has he tane,

And straight towards the pass is gane.

The Earl of Murray Sir Thomas

That put him first to all essays,

Lighted on foot with his menzie,

And apertly the pass took he,

Thir Trish kings I spake of air,

With all the folk that with him were,

Met him right sturdily; but he

Assailed so with his menzie

That mauger theirs, they wan the pass

Slain of their foes many there was,

Throughout the wood them chased they,

And seized in sik fusion the prey

That all the folk of their host were

Refreshed well a week or mare.

At krLsacarT Schir Edward lay,

And thar wele sone he has herd say

That at Dundalk was assemble

Mad of the lordis of that cuntre.”

“The Brus” by Barbour, exii. 199.
The other record in which the disguised name of the pass occurs is Grace's Annals, at the year

1343, where it is said of Sir Ralph Ufford the Justiciary, “ going into Ulster he suffered great loss
from MacCartan in the pass of Emerdullam, [in angustiis Emerdullam] having lost his clothes, his

‘money, his vessels of silver, and some of his horses, he also lost some of his men i yet, by the help

of the men of Uriel, he, at last, made by his escape into Ulster.” ®

In the sisteenth century the pass was known among the Irish by the name of Bealuch an Maigire;
and we accordingly find it mentioned by the Four Masters, at the years 1600, 1601 ; while English
writers term it phonetically, the Moicrie Pace, or Moyry Pass, which is still preserved, as shown on
the Ordnance Map of Armagh, sheet 32, which marks the “ 0ld road from Dundalk through Moiry

Pass,” and the “ Moiry Castle,” a small square fortification that stands on the high ground a little
above Kilnasaggart.

v Grace's Annals, ed_ited by Rev. Richard Butler, for the Irish Archmological Society, p. 187,

[Erratum.—In page 221, line 11, for “sculpture” read “ sepulture.”]




THE COUNTY MUSEUK

ARV AGH,
Armagh,

. 5th August, 1948.
Telephone 255,

Dear Mr, Young,

1 was at Kilnasaggart a couple of weeks ago with some friends
and was very much shocked at the state of the place, Thgre is no
gate on the enclosure and cows are trespassing around the pillar-stone
itself using it as a rubbing place end meking & mess gererally, I
also noticed that the descriptive plate has been broken off the stand
to vhich it was attached, This may be due to cattle but it may elso
bé due to vandalism, I noticed & stone in which we were somewhat
interested and often considered moving, as we thought it was possibly
a mould of some sort, has been deliberately broken and of course that
could not have been caused by cows, There is no doubt that some-
one used enother heavy stone to breek it,

The horned cairn at Ballymacdermott is also in a rather bad
way. You know, of course, that a couple of the stones in the fore-
court were tumbled over during the war, but now the graves are a
mass of brambles and it is becoming more and more difficult to
see them, ;

One really does not know what to do regarding thése.igo],ated
monuments, It is a curious thing that young peovle who should -
respect such monuments do not hesitate to harm them when they feel
so inclined, One of the standing stone at Clontygora has had &
swastika carved upon it with the letters I.R.A. underneath, Whether
I can get the swastika and letters removed or not I do not know but
I think it is a tragedy that Irishmen should have go little respect
for national monuments, If the Kilnasaggart pillar-stone cannot be
properly preserved on the site I shall apply for its removal to the
Armagh Museum, I should, however, hesitate to do so as I would much

/rather

WIS

7
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EXCAVATION AT KILNASAGGART, CO, ARMAGH, 1966.

Trial excavations will be done during June and July on behalf of the Ministry
of Finance. The labour force will consist of about 4 workmen and 5 student
helpers. Visitors and Saturday helpers will be welcome,

THE SITE: 0,S. 1 inch sheet no. 8 (Armagh). Grid ref, J 063150. Edenappa

DATES:

ACCOM”

townland. West of the main Nevry-Dundalk road, East of Moyry Castle
and the Dublin railway line, close to the Eire border.

Excavation will begin on Monday 13th June, and will continue, 6 days
a week, for at least 3 weeks and .robably into a 4th week, Visits to
some of the many sites in the Slieve Gullian region will be arranged.

ODATION: At the nearby farm C/o Mr. John Murphy,
Kilnacsagzert,
Jonesborough, Co. Armagh.

The site lies on a slight elevation close to the ancient route through the

"Gap of the North" from Meath to Ulster. This pass has been the site of many
battles, and Edward Bruce is said to have slept at "Kilsagart®. The only
visible ancient features are a tall inscribed pillar-stone, and a few smaller
cross-inscribed stones. The pillar-stone has been called by Macalister
"probably the most important of the inscribed monuments in the country". Ternoc
son of Ciaran, named in the inscription, died in 714 or 716, and this is probably
the oldest certainly dated inscription in Ireland. Formerly a cemetery, some

50 feet in diameter, consisting of 2 concentric circles of radiating graves,

was visible south of the stone. This is seen now only as a slight hump in a
modern enclosure. The land outside this enclosure has been ploughed and large
stones from it cleared. The aim of the excavation is to test both the area of
the burials and the ground outside the enclosure, in the hope that traces of
buildings, other cross-inscribed stones, or occupation or industrial debris

may be found,

See further: Ancient Monuments in State Care (1962), p. 62

Reeves in U.J.A. 1st series, I (1853), p. 221-5.

Reade in Journal of Kilkenny....,.Archaeological Society,

new series, I (1856-7), p. 515-8.

Ann Hamlin,
Department of Archaeology,
Queen's University, Belfast.
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Inierim Remort on the second season of excavations at Kilnasazeart Co Armazh 1968

The excavetion was done during a spell of exceptionally dryweather from 8 July
to 13 kugust 196€. The labour Torce consisted of three workmen throughout,
and s

tudent helpers from Txeter University during the earlier stzzes. At the
end of work the site was filled in znd restored to its original appearsznce,

son had confirmed the naiure of the site as er Eerly Christian
store revetment wzs found deliriting the graves to the north, and
e store-built graves. & deeper trizl excavation showed &z clear

ne sore 60 to 70cn below the present surface, with disturbed
considerable cdepik below.

d wi odern) enclosure. The mairn aims

f tb T in particular to test cleims of &
rials, to tre construction of the greves,
structures, © exarmine the naiure =né eyiant

A scatter o int, including two screpers,

the possibil f earlier activity on or neasr the

\ - . .
the enclesure (10m x 11m) was reopsned, Excavetiorn in

ces stoppred at thke surfece of ¢ rec-brovn, mixed saniy
end z dense stione scatter. The surface expcsed

difficult, 23 in 1966, to define precise
zontel plane. The diziurbences detsctes g+

nc grave cuvts ere visibie unti:

- H

@ et

ot o
O - w oo

All the graves were urniformly orientated approrimetely east-west and there
T av all of the radial arrangement claimed by Reade in 1857, Siz
'es set parallel to each other formed a line running north-
with only 20-60cm between the graves, This neat &Tangement

ee of control ir the use of the ceretery and some syster o mariing tre
nc trace was found of sockets for marker stones it is

€ smzll cross-cerved stones long-kmown on the site serve: =a=
T became clear ir 196 that the stcne kerbing founé at

grevese,

like

m

vere. paris of the site ir 1066 ciosely fcllowed the 11
. his kerbine somevt recells the stone seitinze or
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sreves in western monastic sites.

ciion cof the graves varied consideratly, £11 were of loce
e or shzle, and use was made of ierze and sm2ll boulders as
by stcne. The greves were less neet ir arpesrance thar shele-
excavated in Co Down, for examrle at Derry near Fortaferrr.
ing the more difficult materizls eveileble, the constructior
< end care., The procedure usually seems to have been to dig ¢
r, wider than the proposed grave~, then tc build the grzve freestanding
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within the trench. The grave was not floored with stone but was covered with
lintels, usvally larger at the hezd (west) end and decreasing in size towards
ihe foot. When small lintels were used, other stones were corbelled out to
bridge the gap. ‘hen the sla»s were large, small stones were nestly filled
ir. to fill gaps and crevices. The grave cut was then filled in, small stones
being packed in becside the grave walls, with earth on top.

1: was not possible to trece the details of construction enuelly fully for all
grzves, In four cases & very merked concentration of iron pan hrd accumulated

zround and dovn the sides of the grave cut, at the sunction of the £i11 end the

herder metriz into vhich tne grave had been cut. This phenomenon of verticel
senosition of iron pan does notv seem to be well documented in archazolozical

’
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shortace of time prevented tne opening of all the stone graves, pbut five were

ecred of which three had previously been disturbed. Soume feirly solid bone

ci
{rzgments were found in the £i11 of recent disturbances, but in all cases the
graves contained no bone oTr simply tooth fragments, frisble bone or bone dust.
Lo comrlete skeleton was recovered., The graves conteined little £ill below
tre lintels and no finds were made in the excavated grave fills, though
or.arcozl wes plentiful.
~ne excavation of the 1066 ieep section along the easterc sidge of the stripped
arez wes continued and evezled an interesting soil profile. The mixed red
serdy materiel in wpich the graves occurred overlay & very cleer pale leached
szndy leayer. Bel ow this weas ar jrop-enriched layeT, ther greenish sandy ant
stony meteriel, lercely Gerived from the underlying granite. Theses lover
lzvers produced no finds but charcoal fra-ments persisted. 1t was difficult
tc be sure of the exact point et which undisturbed material wes encountered.
Ly ziterpt was mace to tresce the grey leeched layer oveTr +he rest of the
T+ wgs clegresv.m the deey section and ir a small +rench openel east of
meir strippec eree. To north and west it becmme less cleeT ant in some
coulé not be ipaced at all. This mey in pert be the resuli of disturber
greves {some 2ié penetrete to- this lﬂyer}, but the stratification to sou
west didé seer gifferent from thet in the east. The lack of an eest-west deer
ectior is clearly & probler, but the stretification can be tentatively
terrreted as f£cliows. The le=zched grey meterial and the lavers belov it 1o
e eastern part of the site represent an esrlier ground level. The lezching
pust have occurred et this stzge in acid, podsolizing conditions. In the
ezccierr. aree a dury of recdish sandy material, probably derived fror the
joczl boulder cley, wz< adged to reise the level, presumably Ic crezte &
grester dgertk irntec nicr buriszls could be inserted. The sione revetimani
cerved perily to revers tris material and partly to delimit the burisl arez.
Tr the south and west. wnere the leached layer and the overiying 'dump' sSeef
tc be absen.,“tne’hczural-ground jevel may have been higner and the level weas
r.ct reiseéd, Here the grevec aTe cut into the glaciel £311. no: into made
rrouné as eisewhere. 1t coes seem likelvr that the marTked neigzht of m22y
en n

cient gvaveyards mey be aque in some cases 10 deliperzte heigrisning as well
e

ccntexts., With the help of the iron pen it was possible in SO cases to trece
inhe greve cuts from a high level. L watch was kept for the impinging of grave
cuts, but no examples were found, and the sequence of the grzves rermains
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Over most of the excavated area work stopped at the base of the leached layer
(w@ere it was present). In seversl places smzll concentrations of charcoal
and dark material were found on the underlying surface, firmly sezled by The™"
pale leachad layer. Unfortunately no finds were associated with these small
areas of earlier activity.

Thers was not time to examine the area outside (north of) the revetment as

thoroughly as was hoped, nor to look for its contiruation to east and west.

The revetment stones were nestly fitted =nd in places were levelled ur and

wedced with smell stones at the bese. There was no sign of any cut into

which they had been set, nor of an ezrlier demzrcation lire of any kind.

"he presence of a conceniration of rassive boulders just inside the revetment
i ouzzle, and nothing more was lezrned of the nature of the slab

ceture outside the revetment found in 1966.

Lt 2 late siege of the work two small trenches were opened at the foot of the
inscribed piller stone. It has often besen suggested thet ihis wes a
prerhistoric standing stone, leter ‘ohristisnised' by the adding of crosses.
{ur hopes in excavating at its foot were not high since the stone is kmowm

tc have beer throvn down by treasure-hunters eerly in the 19th century. The
pillar was found to continue for 50 to 60cm below ground level, and to be
set in 2 shaellow cut in the stony till., Fart of its surface below ground
level was very firely dressed almost to a polish, and this would sugcest an
Berly Christian rether than a prehistoric date. Lround the stone's foot was
e loose stony fill witk recent finds, but close to the west the erticulated
legzs of 2 buriel were foundé, witk no stone grave structure associated. £t
this point it was cleer thet the eycavation of these trenches could not be
finisred without undue haste, ard they were refilled.

et
1l

FINDS es ir 1966 were disarrointing =JKeterial of probable

~rristiern dete were confined to an unfinished cuern stone in the

stone scatter and a biue glass bead which was unstratified. FPrehi

finde were ironicelly more rlentiful, including 2 hollow-based fli

head, severzl fresh flint flakes end g rir sherd of fine burrished

(precd v Keolithic! pottery. These finds 21l ceme from disiurbel mstieriel,

particulerly the peterial inic vhich graves were duc. Lany sherds of s

sincle medieval green-glazed jug itk thumbed bzse were found close to the

base of & piller stone.

COoxC sented 2 number of éifficulties, meinly the result

of lete the comp.exity of the stratificetior, whick in any

cemetery s likeiv to be confused. The work has been on a limited

scaie, with limited resources of money end menpower, and it must be adritted
]
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hat meny 'loose ends' remzin from the 1966 andé 196€ seazsons. The mzin 2im
£ ecteblishing tne plan of the cemetery has been fulfilled within tke
x a

[o]

evated ares, and the earlier claim of a2 rediasl srrangement has beer
shown ¢ be wrong. It wes nmot possiblie to distinzuish any secuence

[}

r signs of greve merkers. Ko tracez were found of a
5, though it seers likely that some did exist ir

no sign of dorestic or industrizl activity.

ceves o> to ciscov

v other buil

and ther

finde is ezein disappointing and nc gtiemrt cen be mezde to

craves at &ll closely, tkough they ere of & well-imowr (but lone-
iy Christiaz type 700 dete of the dedicatory piller stone
possible iterminus post cue for the graves but this is not

™he excavation has added to our imowledge of the details of

i1t graves ané the building up of cemetery sites. The prehistoric
in enigretic, but they may be connected witk the occupstior traces
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below the old soil line. It is certain that there was prehistoric, probably
Neolithie, activity in the arez, bit the pillar is unlikely to have started
life as a prehistoric standing stone.
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EDENAPPA: POSSIBLE CHURCH, GRAVEYARD, 200ft + OD
PILLAR STONE, CROSS-CARVED STONES AND
BULLAUN STONE

Kilnasaggart
CS 32;1G 282 J 0618 1488
Jonesborough Parish (formerly Killevy)

Kilnasaggart lies in one of the few passes through the Slieve Gullion ring dyke on an
important north-south route. The local topography is broken up by field boundaries, but the
archaeological site is on a gently-rounded promontory, with the ground falling gradually to
a tributary of the Flurry River to the west and more steeply to a smaller stream to the east.
The confluence of these two watercourses, to the south of the site, is on the boundary with
Co. Louth. Kilnasaggart is overlooked by high ground to east (Feede Mountain) and west
(Slievenabolea and Daaikilmore), but there is lower land south towards Dundalk and north

to the plain which lies east of Slieve Gullion.

This area was known by 1600 as Bealach-an-mhaighre (Moyry Pass) and Moyry
Castle, built in 1601, stands on a rocky height to the south-west (Hayes-McCoy 1964, 2).
Through this pass ran one of the great ‘main roads’ of Early Christian Ireland, the Slige
Midluachra, from Drogheda north to Dunseverick on the Antrim Coast and west to Derry
(O Lochlainn 1940, 472 and end-map). Nineteenth-century OS maps show a road running
north-west to south-east immediately to the west of Kilnasaggart, and the metalled road can
still be traced, though now grass-grown. The remains at this strategically-important site
consist of an Early Christian period graveyard, an inscribed, cross-carved pillar stone, a

group of small, cross-carved stones, and a bullaun stone in the next field to the south.

The present five-sided enclosure, measuring externally 17.0m north-south by
24.5m (at north) to 13.0m (at south) cast-west defined by a stone-faced bank planted with
thorns, dates back only to about 1908. It was built by local volunteers, the costs being met
by the Louth Archaeological Society, to protect the remains of the ancient site from further
encroachment by cultivation (Quinn 1909, 86, plan of enclosure). Morris, writing in 1904,
recorded that human bones had been ploughed up ‘some years ago’ beyond the raised
nucleus of the site (1904, 48), and excavation showed that burials extended under the
enclosure bank on the southern side (see further below).
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It is clear that the site was not enclosed in the mid 19" century, since Reeves in 1853
described ‘a small, unenclosed and slightly-elevated space near the edge of a field, on which
may be recognised some traces of ancient sepulture, but none of any building’ (1853, 221).
The OS 6-inch map of 1863, however, shows a small rectangular enclosure abutting the
eastern side of the old road and measuring about 20.0m east-west by 15.0m north-south,

with ‘Kilnasaggart Stone Cross’ marked within it. A photograph of the pillar stone taken by
Lord Dunraven in 1869 (in Petrie 1878, pl. XIX) shows a stone wall behind the stone,
roughly in the position of the present enclosing bank, which could be part of the feature
shown on the 1863 map. By 1904, however, the plot was referred to by Morris as
‘unprotected’ (1904, 48).

The Graveyard
In 1857, Reade published a surprisingly detailed description and plan of what he
claimed was a radial arrangement of graves:

“The pillar is placed at the northern edge of a circle of 55 feet [16.7m] in
diameter, the circumference of which is formed by a number of low flat graves,
radiating thence towards the centre. An inner circle of much smaller graves then
occurs, concentric with the outer; the very centre of these two circles of graves is
indicated by the remnant of a stone shaft, or small pillar’ (1857, 316-317).

His plan shows sixteen graves in the outer circle, some with one, some two and some three
‘blobs’ (stones?), with eleven small graves in the inner circle. All subsequent accounts of
radial graves go back to Reade’s 1857 description, but his own words should encourage
caution (‘the very remarkable circle of graves, now nearly obliterated’), especially in the
light of Reeves’s 1853 account (‘some traces of ancient sepulture’), while Morris could see
no individual graves in 1904. Reade’s article was mainly devoted to arguing for a pagan
origin for the site, and he regarded radial burials as distinctively pagan.

Two seasons of excavation by Hamlin (previously unpublished) in 1966 and 1968
examined the plan of the graveyard. The whole of the excavated area was covered with a
dense spread of stones of all shapes and sizes, mainly field stones from cultivating the
surrounding land. A well-defined edge to the raised area was found on its northern side in
the form of a revetment of eleven stones, carefully set with flat faces to the north. Outside,
to the north of this revetment, was a partly-collapsed slab structure. When the stone spread
was femoved and only stones embedded in the underlying surface remained, the main
feature was the remains of a kerbing of thin slabs, set on edge or fallen, defining an area
measuring some 3.0m north-south by 2.8m east-west, with traces of internal subdivision.
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. No grave cuts were visible at this height, but there were plentiful signs of comparatively

recent illicit digging.

Deeper excavation uncovered eleven certain and two possible stone-built, ‘lintel’
graves and four ‘dug’ graves (without stones). In the main area excavated, extending south
from the stone revetment, six graves, uniformly orientated east-west, were found parallel to
each other in a line 6.8m long, with only 20-60cm between each grave. No grave-markers
were found. The stone kerbing found at a higher level was on the same orientation as this
row of graves. In smaller trenches to the south and west, both stone and dug graves were

found, one dug grave extending under the enclosing bank on the south.

The graves were of local stone, built both with slabby shale and rounded granite
boulders fitted with considerable skill and care. Each was built in a dug trench, wider than
the proposed grave. There were no flooring stones but the graves had covering lintels,
except where these had been disturbed, and small stones were used for corbelling and to fill
gaps. The cut was finally infilled with stones and earth and the grave covered. Only five
graves, three of which had been disturbed in the past, were fully excavated, and there were
only the faintest traces of bone in the acid soil. Excavation uncovered a clear buried soil
profile in the north and east of the area, less clear to the west and absent further to the south.
This points to the bringing in of soil, mainly the local sandy glacial boulder-clay, to increase
the depth for burials, and the revetment marks the northern edge of this artificially-
heightened area. There were few finds and no evidence for the dates of the graves. No

signs of recent use for burial, for example for infants, were encountered.

The excavated graves are clearly not radially arranged, and the grounds for Reade’s
detailed plan remain obscure. There are local memories of small-scale illicit digging, and
excavation showed many signs of comparatively recent disturbances. When the enclosure
was built around 1908, ornamental shrubs and evergreens were planted within it and this
activity could have disturbed the stratigraphy (Quinn 1909, 186). It is possible that isolated,
widely-separated “sightings’ of graves in small holes, and perhaps the ‘kerbing’, encouraged
Reade’s active imagination to see a radial plan.

With the possibility of a church in the vicinity of the graveyard (see further below),
several small trenches were opened in 1966 outside the enclosure, but with disappointing
results. To the north-west, thin topsoil lay above featureless boulder-clay and to the north-
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. east were spade-cut cultivation trenches. Only to the south-east were the signs more
promising, but time did not allow full examination. Finds from the excavation were few,
but they included Neolithic flints and pottery, a few medieval or Early Christian period
coarse sherds, a blue glass bead and an unfinished quern and much post-medieval pottery,
Far more extensive excavation would be needed to test the area outside the c. 1908

enclosure adequately.

The Kilnasaggart pillar stone has long been recognised as one of Ireland’s most important
carved stones of the Early Christian period (Reeves 1853, 221). Arguably the earliest
securely-datable inscribed stone in Ireland, it is remarkable for its decoration as well as the

long inscription (Macalister 1935, 183-185).

The stone stands at the north-western edge of the raised area, just inside the modern
enclosure. It is a large piece of granite, 2.12m high above ground, and 43-50cm wide and
15-18cm thick. The face to the south-east (the inscribed face) is flattish, although damaged
on its southern edge, while the ‘back’, to the north-west, is generally convex, but angular
towards the base. This angle to the north-west is battered, and low down are knife-
sharpening scores, believed by some early students, like Reade, to be ogham, but certainly
not (Macalister 1949, 114). Macalister’s suggestion that this ‘looks’ like an ogham stone
and that an ogham inscription may have been removed is impossible to disprove, but is

unlikely. There are also knife cuts low down on the south-western face.

Excavation at the foot of the stone in 1968 showed that 50-60cm are buried, and that
where the stone has been protected from weathering it is very finely dressed, almost to a
polish. It has been suggested, for example by Reade, that this pillar was originally a
prehistoric standing stone, ‘Christianised’ by the addition of crosses, but the evidence of the
buried stump points to it being an unusually tall, carefully-shaped, stone of the Early
Christian period. It is set in a shallow cut in the glacial till, packed with large stones and
recent material, confirming an account in CLAJ (Anon. 1905, 92) that it had been
overthrown by treasure-hunters about 70 years previously. O’Donovan recorded in 1835
that country people believed a crock of gold was buried at its foot and he feared it would be
overturned (O’Flanagan 1927, 2).

On the flat south-eastern face is a long inscription between two large crosses, the
upper a Latin cross with terminals expanded in seriphs, the lower an equal-armed cross with
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spual termunals, enclosed in a circle. The circle and spirals are broken away on the left.
Below this is a horizontal line, visible in Dunraven’s 1869 photograph but now buried.
Hoth the crosses and line are deeply and confidently cut. The long Irish inscription, in eight
lnes, is in carefully-worked half-uncials, tending to decrease in height from top to bottom.
It reads as follows, strokes indicating the ends of lines:
INLOC/SOTANI/MMARNI/TERNOHC/MACCERAN/BICERCUL/PETERAP/STEL

which can be translated literally as ‘This place dedicated Ternoc son of Ceran the Little
under the patronage of Peter the Apostle’. Both Petrie and Macalister read the letter I
between the A and R in the third line, but this is a crack in the stone and not a letter. Also,
Macalister’s reading APSTAL is wrong; EL is quite clear. The top right-hand comer of the
south-east face is broken at an angle, and the small space so formed is filled with an equal-

armed cross in a circle, perhaps making use of a flaw in the stone.

The rounded north-west (‘back’) face of the pillar is decorated with ten equal-armed
crosses, nine in circles, and two markedly smaller than the rest. Three have spiral-decorated
arms, but not shafts, and the rest have slightly expanded terminals. The crosses are all sunk,
but the treatment of the circles varies. The six crosses on the right are treated as a linked
group. All except the top cross are within circular frames in relief, and these frames are
interconnected. From the top circular frame extends a raised rectangular panel in which the
uppermost cross is cut, with no encircling frame. On the left, the four crosses are cut on
raised circular discs without encircling frames. There is a small hole in the top of the pillar,

2cm in diameter and 2cm deep.

Although the pillar is heavily weathered and tending to crack, it is still clear that it is
an extremely accomplished work of art. The careful shaping of such a large stone, the
mixture of relief and sunk carving, the variety of treatment of the crosses including lively
spirals, and the unusually long inscription, all point to a sophisticated craft tradition. The
cutting is so skilful that it seems likely that chisels were used as well as punches.

A date for the stone at the end of the 7" or very beginning of the 8" century is
indicated if this Ternoc is the same as the Ternoc who died in 716 (4 Tig) or 714 (AFM).
Reeves suggested that Ternoc could be identified with ‘Erén [glossed] of Midluachair, in
Cell na sacart’, commemorated on October 26" in the 12™_century Martyrology of Gorman
(Reeves 1853, 223-224). This identification has not been seriously challenged, though
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Petrie favoured an ll"’-century date (1878, 29). The significance of the inscription and
decoration is discussed further on p. 000.

Six other cross-carved stones survive, and another may have been lost in the mid 19"
century. All are of granite, and all except no. 6 are at Kilnasaggart: nos. 1 to 4 are at the
foot of the pillar stone and no. 5 is near the centre of the enclosure. No. 6 is in store with

Environment and Heritage Service.

1. A five-sided slab, gable-shaped at the top but rougher at the base, especially at the lower
left corner where it may be damaged. The stone is 69cm long, 39cm wide at its maximum,
and 8-10cm thick. The cross-carved surface is smooth but the back is rougher. The Latin
cross, formed by shallow pecking, has the ends of the arms and head, but not base, slightly
expanded. This is probably Quinn’s no. 6 (1909, 186).

2. A small, irregular boulder is 36-40cm wide, 34cm high and 10-20cm thick. On the
smoother face is a shallow pecked cross, the shaft slightly longer than the head and the ends
of the arms unclear but perhaps expanded. If this is Quinn’s stone G (1909, 186), then in
1909 it was in the south-eastern part of the enclosure.

3. This irregularly-shaped stone is rough except for the cross-carved face, and the back has
clearly split off. It is 29cm high, 30cm wide and between 4 and 15cm thick. A small Latin
cross, formed by shallow pecked lines, has slight expansions at the ends of the limbs. This
is Quinn’s no. 4 (1909, 186).

4. Before the 1968 excavation, only the lower part of this slab lay at the foot of the pillar
stone. Its upper part was found in 1968, but as Quinn showed the stone complete in 1909
(his no. 2), it was broken fairly recently. The slab is triangular with one rounded lower
corner, 69cm high, a maximum of 28cm wide and 5-6¢cm thick. Both main surfaces are
fairly flat. The shallow pecked cross on one face is broken across the arms, making it
difficult to be sure of the detail, but the ends of the shaft and head are slightly expanded.

5. Close to the centre of the enclosure is a large, flat block of granite, squarish, 98cm
across and 25cm thick. Near the western edge is a faint Maltese cross in a circle in low
false relief, and there is part of a second similar cross, half broken away, at the south-west
edge of the stone. These are very faint and difficult to see except in very low sunlight, and
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were probably pecked. This may be the ‘huge boulder with a faint cross in a circle’
mentioned by Morris as lying beside the nearby farmhouse (1904, 48 and Crawford 1912,
219), although it would have been very heavy to move. It may have been moved when the
enclosure was made, since Quinn marked it as F — ‘large unfixed stone’ — in his 1909 plan
(1909, 186).

6. This stone was found in the superficial stone scatter, immediately under the sod, in
1966. 1t is 63cm long, a maximum of 43cm wide and 8cm thick. The top is ‘gable-shaped’
and the base pointed. The front and right sides are dressed but the back and left sides are
rougher. The Latin cross is pecked, with lines of shallow U-section. The upper limb and
right arm have expanded terminals. The left arm end is unclear and the base of the shaft is
not expanded.

Lost cross-carved stones :
The engraving illustrating Reeves’s account (1853, facing p 221) shows a stone at the foot
of the pillar stone with an equal-armed cross with expanded terminals, clearly in a circle.
Reade showed the stone in his drawing and commented that it was perfectly circular (1857,
315), but in 1884 it was noted as having been ‘recently removed’ (Lett 1884, 434). The
account of the overthrowing of the pillar stone 70 years previously refers to about ten
roundish stones carved with crosses having been found when the stone fell (Anon. 1905,

92), but nothing more is known of these, unless they included nos. 2 and 3 above.

Other Stones

Bell’s 1815 account mentioned ‘the pedestal of an old cross’ near the pillar stone (1815b,
295), and Reade’s ‘graves’ radiated around ‘the remnant of a stone shaft, or small pillar’
(1857, 317), but this had disappeared by 1904 (Morris 1904, 48).

Among the scatter of stones at the foot of the pillar stone are two worked stones and
one curious natural stone. There is an irregularly-shaped hollowed stone, measuring 30cm
by 22cm and 8-10cm thick. The hollow in its upper surface is incomplete but measures
17cm by 18cm and is 4cm deep, apparently pecked. Reade recorded a ‘slightly disked
stone, not unlike those found in New Grange, but much smaller’ (1857, 317, B on plan), but
he claims it is carved with a cross, not now visible. A rounded granite boulder has a square
sinking in its upper surface, 14cm across and 2cm deep (Quinn’s no. 1 in 1909, 186). The
purpose of this is unclear, but it could be derived from relatively recent rural industrial
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activity attested by local field names (Mill Field, Kiln Field and Shelling Hill: Morris 1904,
49). The curious natural stone bears an imprint like a cloven hoof, leading to the story here,
as at Ardboe (Tyrone) and elsewhere, of the miraculous cow which provided an unfailing

daily supply of milk until she was milked into a sieve by a greedy individual, at which she
stamped her foot and was never seen again. Quinn stated that this stone used to be set on
top of the pillar stone, but no other writer refers to this tradition (Quinn 1909, 186-187, no.
2). Itis visible in a photograph by Welch (in Evans 1966, pl. 22).

A bullaun stone lies some 64.0m to the south-south-west of the 1908 enclosure, in the next
field. This is a large, earthfast, polygonal granite boulder, which measures about 1.55m
north-south by 1.5m east-west, and stands up to 30cm above the level of the field. Near the
south-eastern corner of the stone is a large hollow, measuring 42cm north-south by 37cm
east-west and 19cm deep. Its greatest depth is to the south-east of centre, and while the side
from north to west slopes gently the others are very steep or slightly undercut. Paterson
knew of no pilgrimage traditions, but in 1948 it was used for wart cures, hence its local
name, the Wart Well (Paterson 1945, 39; 1948, 129). This must be the ‘hollowed stone’
listed in 1884 as ‘in field south of Kilnasaggart Pillar Stone’, in Lett’s report on the ancient
monuments in the county (1884, 433).

The church

Although it has been suggested that the name Kilnasaggart means the wood (coill) of the
priests (Hore 1857, 7), there can be little doubt that it means the church (cell or cill) of the
priests, Cell na saccart (Hogan 1910, 207-208). There has long been a strong local tradition
of a church or monastery here, and Quinn recorded a tradition that no layman was ever
buriéd in the graveyard (1909, 187-189). No trace of a church has been found, however,
and no architectural fragments from a stone church turned up in the 1966-68 excavations.

The church is also elusive in written sources. The name occurs in a gloss to the name
Ernén in the 12"-century Martyrology of Gorman: ‘Eran [glossed] of Midluachair, in Cell
na sacart’ is listed at 26 October. Barbour’s poem, The Brus, tells how Edward Bruce
rested here on his way to Dundalk in 1315: ‘At Kilsagart Schir Edward lay’ (Reeves 1853,
225 and Hore 1857, 7). An inquisition in 1541 found that the tithes of the seven townlands
of ‘Kilnasagart alias Fieghth’ were appropriate to the Pricr and Culdees of Armagh (Glancy
1959, 344). The alias may relate to the nearby Feede Mountain, and the roofless church
with a tower marked Feete in Bodley’s 1609 map is in the right area for Kilnasaggart. In
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1625 an inquisition found that Kilnesaggart was one of the vicarages which had belonged to
the Culdees (Reeves 1860, 23), and in several 17®-century land grants Kilnasaggart and ]
‘The Feed’ appear. It seems unlikely, however, that a church here continued in use in the
17* century. The historical obscurity of this archaeologically-rich site is intriguing.

The pillar stone and area inside the c. 1908 enclosure have been in State Care since
1934, but the visible remains may represent only a fragment of a far larger area of activity,
extending over several adjoining fields. There are very many published references to
Kilnasaggart, particularly to the pillar stone, and the bibliography that follows is confined to

the major items.

SMR 32:6

Reeves Mss and 1853; Hore 1857, 6-7; Paterson Mss; Bell 1815b, 294-295; Reade 1857;
Petrie 1878, 27-30, pl. XIX; Lett 1884, 432-434; Allen 1887, 102-105; Morris 1904; Quinn
1909; Crawford 1912, 219; O’Flanagan 1927, 2; Macalister 1935, 183-185 and 1949, 114-
115, pl. XLVI (not wholly accurate); PSAMNI 1940, pl. 17; Henry 1965, 119-120, pl. 49;
Evans 1966, 60
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Site Specific Information
Site Name: Kilnasaggart
Townland: Edenappa DEPARTMENT OF TH
ENVIRONMENT (N | )E
SM .' -
R No: ARM 032:006 06 SEP 2004
State Care Scheduled ¥ Other ENVIRONMENT SERvicE <
LHISTORIC MONUMENTS |

Grid Ref: J06181490

County: Armagh

Excavation Licence No: AE/04/141
Dates of Monitoring: 25 / 08 / 04
Archaeologist Present: Nicholas Beer
Brief Summary: Monitoring conducted in advance of the installation of an information

board, on behalf of Regeneration of South Armagh (ROSA). A single fragment of
disarticulated human skull was recovered from the subsoil. e}

Type of monitoring: Single trench excavated by hand.

Size of area opened: 0.3m x 0.3m !

Current Land Use: Monument in State Care located in the middle of a pasture field
enclosed by bank and hedge.

Intended Land Use: N/A
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Plan of site showing extent of area monitored:

Kilnasaggart Inscribed
Pillar Stone

Excavation Trench /
Information Board

Figure One: Plan of approximate location of Kilnasaggart information board

|
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Account of monitoring results.

A single trench was excavated for the installation of an information board at the site of
the Kilnasaggart inscribed stone pillar. The site is enclosed by a bank and thorn
hedge, believed to have been constructed in 1908 by local volunteers at the request of
the County Louth Archaeological Society (Hamlin 1976, 519). The site was the subject
to two seasons of excavation, in 1966 and 1968. The results of the excavations are
summarized by Hamlin (1976, 519-522), who records the discovery of a number of
Early Christian burials. The site and surrounding fields are scheduled and, as a result,
scheduled monument consent was required for the placement of the information
board. A small trench 0.3m x 0.3m and 0.7m in depth was excavated by hand, 8m to
the southwest of the monument.

During the excavation two deposits were uncovered; a dark brown loam topsoil
(Context Number 101), which extended to a depth of 0.3m, and underlying it a brown
sandy loam subsoil (Context Number 102), which extended to the base of the trench
at 0.7m. Occasional small stone inclusions were encountered during the excavation of
both deposits. No evidence of any features was observed.

Towards the base of the trench (0.55m) a small fragment of human skull was retrieved

from Context Number 102 (Small Find Number 001). At the required depth of 0.7m a

small, irregular-shaped void was encountered in the south of the trench with the

approximate dimensions of 0.1m x 0.1m. The base of the trench was covered with ”
plastic sheeting to prevent any possible damage to underlying deposits, the

information board was installed and the trench was carefully filled with concrete.

The fragment of human skull was not associated with any other finds, nor was
evidence observed to suggest it was directly associated with either a cut feature or an
otherwise undisturbed inhumation. It is probable that the find is a disarticulated
fragment from an Early Christian burial similar to those uncovered elsewhere in the
immediate vicinity of the inscribed pillar stone during the 1966 and 1968 excavations
(Hamlin 1976, 519-522). It is possible that the small void uncovered at the base of the
trench may be part of an undisturbed, stone-lined Early Christian burial, although the
restricted size of the trench renders a more definite interpretation impossible.

The human skull fragment was reported to the Police Service Northern Ireland, Newry,
County Armagh, who recorded the find of probable Early Christian origin and noted
that no further action, on their behalf was necessary.

Bibliography:

Hamlin, A. E. 1976. The Archaeology of Early Christianity in the North of Ireland.
(Unpublished Ph. D thesis, three volumes), Queen’s University Belfast.
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Finds: Human bone, skull fragment (SFN. 001).
Photographs: 2 slide images held by CAF.

Plans / Drawings: None.
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